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SPECIAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION 

ON 

THE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES  (ONTARIO). 

o ■ - 

Education  Department,  (Ont.), 

Toronto,  22nd  February,  1881. 

To  His  Honour  the  Honourable  John  Beverley  Robinson,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Pro- 

vincS  of  Ontario. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour  : 

1 herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Special  Report  upon  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  of 
Ontario. 

By  the  Act  passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of  Her  Majesty’s  reign,  chaptered  five, 
the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act  was  thereby  amended,  and  the  Education  Department 
empowered  to  make,  from  time  to  time,  rules  and  regulations,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  Your  Honour  in  Council,  for  instruction  in  physical  and  practical  science  to 
be  given  in  Evening  Classes  in  the  Alechanics’  Institutes,  and  for  the  apportionment  of 
sums  of  money  out  of  any  grants  to  be  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  such 
Classes,  and  also  for  sanctioning  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Libraries  of  such  Institutes 
in  subjects  other  than  those  expressly  authorized  by  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act.  It 
was  further  made  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  see  that  every  Mechanics’  Institute,  at 
least  once  in  each  year,  was  inspected,  and  the  financial  affairs  thereof  audited,  and  the 
standing  of  each  Mechanics’  Institute  ascertained  by  the  Public  School  Inspectors,  at 
such  remuneration  as  should  be  regulated  by  the  Education  Department  from  time  to 
time. 

By  the  seventy-seventh  section  of  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act,  any  incor- 
porated Mechanics’  Institute  having  established  a Reading  Room,  or  having  Evening 
Classes  organized  for  the  imparting  of  practical  instruction  to  its  pupils,  or  having- 
established  a Library  of  books  on  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  therein  mentioned,  is 
declared  entitled  to  receive  from,  the  Legislative  appropriation  a sum  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  such  Reading  Room,  class 
instruction  or  Library,  but  subject  to  the  provision  that  a sum  equal  to  one-half  the 
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amount  to  be  so  paid  by  the  Government  is  locally  contributed  or  appropriated,  or  has  been 
expended  by  such  Institute  during  the  current  year  for  such  specific  object  or  objects  ; 
and  to  the  further  provision  that  any  Mechanics’  Institute  which,  during  four  months  in 
any  year,  had  in  operation  classes  in  which  efficient  instruction  was  given  in  writing, 
English  grammar,  arithmetic,  book-keeping,  mensuration,  free-hand,  architectural  and 
mechanical  drawing,  or  in  any  of  these  four  subjects,  should  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars 
additional  for  each  fifty  pupils  over  and  above  two  hundred.  It  was  also  provided  that 
not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  amount  received  from  the  Government  and  from 
local  contributions  should  be  expended  for  the  purposes  of  the  Reading  Room ; and  it 
was  required  that  the  amount  of  such  local  contributions  or  appropriations  should  be 
attested  by  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer  of  such  Institute  as  might  apply  for  aid  not  later 
than  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year. 

The  number  of  incorporated  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  operation  is  about  one  hundred, 
of  whom  seventy -four  received  aid  from  the  Legislative"'grant  during  the  year  1880,  and 
of  which  twenty -five  conducted  classes  for  instruction  in  the  following  subjects  — 


English  Grammar  and  Composition,  with  Dictation 10 

Arithmetic,  Geometry  and  Mensuration 18 

Penmanship  and  Book-keeping 16 

Principles  of,  and  Practical  Mechanics 1 

Chemistry ; 0 

Mineralogy  1 

Geometrical  and  Decorative  Drawing  8 

Free-hand  Drawing 8 

Phonography 1 

Elocution 2 

Music  3 

French  3 

German  2 


The  total  amount  paid  teachers  was  $3,803.50  ; the  amount  received  from  pupils’ 
fees  was  $1,620.06. 

While  the  Act  authorizes  classes  in  writing  and  book-keeping,  English  grammar, 
composition  and  elocution,  arithmetic  and  mensuration,  these  are  subjects  which  can  now 
be  better  taught  in  Evening  Classes  maintained  by  Public  School  Boards.  This  would 
leave  the  following  subjects  to  come  within  [the  practical  instruction  intended  to  be 
afforded  by  such  Institutes,  namely  : Free-hand,  architectural,  mechanical  and  object 
drawing,  natural  philosophy,  in  the  branches  of  theoretical  and  applied  mechanics, 
liydrostatics,  pneumatics,  and  hydraulics,  physics,  heat,  light  and  electricity,  chemistry, 
geology  and  mineralogy,  zoology  and  botany. 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  one  Institute  in  1880  had  a class  for  practical  mechanic.s, 
one  for  mineralogy,  and  eight  for  geometrical  and  decorative  drawing,  and  eight  for 
free-hand  drawing. 

The  regulation  of  the  Education  Department  of  the  fourth  day  of  June,  1880, 
which  was  approved  of  by  Your  Honour  in  Council,  authorized  any  Mechanics’  Institute 
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to  purchase  for  its  Library,  books  in  the  department  of  fiction  limited  to  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  Government  grant,  as  were  set  forth  in  the  General  Reference  Catalogue  of 
the  Education  Department,  as  well  as  such  other  works  in  the  department  of  fiction  as 
might-  possess  decided  merit,  when  submitted  to  and  approved  of  by  the  Minister. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  specific  information  in  regard  to  every  Mechanics’  In.sti- 
tute  in  the  Province,  in  order  the  better  to  fulfil  the  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Act  of 
1880,  I directed  S.  P.  May,  M.  D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Educational  Library  and  Museum, 
and  who  possessed  special  experience  and  qualifications,  to  personally  examine  into  and 
investigate  the  condition  of  each  Mechanics’  Institute,  and  to  obtain  full  information, 
and  to  report  to  me.  The  result  of  these  instructions  is  shown  in  the  accompairying 
Report  of  Dr.  May,  with  the  appendix  thereto.  One  hundred  and  twenty  one  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  in  all  were  personally  visited  by  Dr.  May,  and  the  condition  of  each  ascertained, 
as  appears  in  the  appendix  to  his  report.  His  classification  of  the  different  Institutes 
shows  the  following  — 


1. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


N umber  of  Institutes  with  Reading  Room,  Evening  Classes  and 

Library  (of  authorized  subjects) ....  24 
“ “ without  Reading  Room,  but  with  Evening 

Classes  and  Library 3 

“ “ with  Reading  Room,  and  no  Evening 

Classes  or  Library 32 

“ “ without  Reading  Room  or  Evening  Class- 
es, but  with  Library 16 

“ “ that  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Act 28 

“ new  Institutes  not  reported  8 

“ of  Institute-s  not  reported  as  being  in  operation. . 11 

“ “ which  do  not  come  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Statute 3 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  object  for  which  Mechanics’  Institutes  are 
established,  of  affording  practical  instruction  by  Evening  Classes  in  technical  subjects 
of  advantage  to  the  artizan,  mechanic,  and  other  industrial  classes,  is  only  partially 
accomplished,  and  that  the  efforts  made  in  establishing  Reading  Rooms  and  furnishing 
Libraries  in  connection  with  this  object  have  not  proved  os  successful  as  the  Provincial 
Legislature  in  its  liberality  had  reason  to  expect. 

While  the  condition  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  as  exhibited  in  the  Report  and 
appendix,  requires  careful  attention  with  the  view  of  applying  such  means  as  will  tend  to 
improve  their  efficiency  and  increase  their  usefulness  and  present  more  beneficial  results 
as  equivalents  for  the  large  Provincial  aid,  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  there  are 
elements  surrounding  a large  number  of  the  Institutes  which  can  be  made  available  iu 
assisting  in  such  improvement, 
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The  first  step  necessary  for  securing  the  higher  usefulness  of  the  Institutes  would 
be  to  enlist  the  support  of  the  municpal  corporations  so  as  to  secure  local  contributions 
equal  at  least  to  one-half  of  the  Provincial  grant  in  aid,  and  while  some  municipalities 
at  the  present  time  grant  such  sums  annually  towards  the  maintenance  of  Mechanics’ 
Institutes,  with  beneficial  results,  it  would  be  in  harmony  with  similar  objects  if  the 
municipality  were  required,  as  a condition  for  Legislative  aid,  to  give  a considerable 
portion  of  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  local  contributions.  The  municipalities  generally 
are  interested  in  the  success  of  a Mechanics’  Institute  in  their  locality,  if  it  is  efficient 
and  affords,  as  it  is  capable  of  doing,  the  advantages  of  a Heading  Room  and  Library  of 
reference  to  all  classes. 

By  extending,  also,  the  subjects  of  Evening  Classes,  Mechanics’  Institutes  could 
meet  a manifest  want  which  exists  throughout  the  Province,  and  supply  as  well  the  sons  of 
farmers  and  others  with  opportunities  for  obtaining  such  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture, chemistry  and  mechanics  as  would  enable  them  to  better  understand  the  properties 
and  capabilities  of  the  soil  and  improved  modes  of  cultivation,  as  well  as  such  knowledge 
of  mechanical  arts  as  would  materially  assist  in  agricultural  operations. 

The  objects  which,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Statute,  are  intended  to  be  aided,  out 
of  the  Legislative  grant  for  Mechanics’  In.stitutes,  are  ; (1)  A Reading  Room,  (2)  a 
Library  of  books,  and  (3)  Evening  Classes,  for  the  practical  instruction  of  pupils ; and 
the  total  aid  for  these  purposes  is  not  to  exceed  |400  in  any  one  year. 

. The  following  conditions  are  required  by  the  Statute  to  be  fulfilled  by  each  Mechan- 
ics’ Institute,  namely  : A sum  equal  to  one-half  of  the  amount  payable  by  the  Government, 
is  to  be  locally  raised  during  the  current  year  for  such  specific  objects  ■,  it  is  also  provided 
that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  amount  receivable  from  the  grant  and  locally  raised 
shall  be  expen  ded  for  the  purpose  of  a Reading  Room  ; the  amount  of  the  local  contribu- 
tions must  be  attested  by  the  Secretary  or  'Treasurer  of  the  Institute  applying  for  aid, 
not  later  than  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year ; the  business  year  of  the  Meehan 
ics’  Institutes  ends  on  the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year  ; and  the  Public  School  Inspector 
is  required  to  inspect  each  Institute  and  to  audit  its  financial  affairs  before  the  first  day 
of  July  in  each  year. 

Each  Mechanics’  Institute  must  on  its  part  fulfil  these  Statutory  provisions,  as  the 
condition  upon  which  Provincial  aid  can  alone  be  given,  and  each  Institute  has  until  the 
first  day  of  November  in  each  year  to  show  the  amount  of  its  local  contributions. 

The  result  of  Dr,  May’s  personal  visits  and  examination  shows  that  in  a number  of 
Institutes  this  condition  has  failed  to  be  complied  with. 

The  Statute  also  clearly  requires  as  a condition  precedent  to  any  aid  from  the  Pro- 
vincial grant  to  a Reading  Room,  that  such  Reading  Room  should  have  been  established, 
and  so  also  as  to  a Library  of  books.  The  language  of  the  Statute  is  ambiguous,  not  as 
to  a Reading  Room  or  a Library  being  required  to  be  actually  established,  and  Evening 
Classes  organized,  but  in  leaving  it  in  question  whether  payments  for  rent  and  other 
accommodation  by  the  Institute  can  be  considered  and  allowed  for  as  part  of  the  moiety 
to  be  locally  raised  for  Reading  Room  or  Library  purposes,  in  order  to  satisfy  to  that 
extent  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Statute  for  obtaining  aid  from  the  Legislative  grant. 

The  obligation  is  imposed  upon  every  Mechanics’  Institute,  when  applying  for  Pro- 
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vincial  aid,  to  make  out  a case  of  compliance  with  the  conditions  imposed  in  respect  to 
these  specific  objects  before  it  can  properly  claim  the  proportion  of  aid  up  to  the  limit  of 
$400  in  respect  of  each  such  object.  The  limit  as  to  the  amount  of  aid  for  a Reading 
Room  cannot  exceed  one-fourth  of  the  maximum  amount,  or  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
this  then  leaves  three  hundred  dollars  for  Library  purposes  and  foi’  Evening  Classes. 

The  importance  of  Evening  Classes  certainly  requires  that  encouragement  should  be 
given  for  this  pui’pose,  but  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  accompanying  Report,  it  is  evident 
that  in  this  particular  a great  majority  of  the  Institutes  have  only  made  partial  provision. 
As  large  an  amount  as  possible  of  the  Provincial  grant  should  be  made  applicable  for  this 
object,  and  the  residue  then  applied  for  Library  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  recommend,  that  in  order  that  Mechanics’  In- 
stitutes should  be  enabled  to  more  successfully  and  efficiently  carry  out  their  useful  and 
beneficial  objects,  regulations  should  be  made  by  the  Education  Department  under  wliich 
the  Legislative  grant  would  more  effectually  aid  in  securing  the  objects  intended,  involving 
a satisfactory  Reading  Room  with  supply  of  periodicals,  and  Library  of  useful  and  selected 
books,  and  Evening  Classes  not  only  in  the  subjects  of  elementary  instruction  contem- 
plated by  the  Statute,  but  in  technical  instruction  and  its  encouragement  by  prizes  and 
scholarships.  Competent  instructors  and  lecturers  on  such  subjects  are  readily  available 
in  the  staff  of  the  High  Schools  in  most  of  the  localities  in  which  there  are  Institutes. 

The  improvements  suggested  could  be  effected  without  any  further  demands  than 
the  liberal  grant  which  the  Legislature  has  from  time  to  time  made  for  this  purpose,  and 
if  a general  system  were  established  for  raising  the  necessary  local  or  municipal  con- 
tributions, each  Institute  would  be  placed  in  a better  position  for  fulfilling  the  beneficial 
objects  for  which  it  was  established,  and  thus  rendering  more  adequate  returns  to  the 
Province  generally  for  its  liberal  aid,  and  to  the  locality  in  which  it  is  situate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ADAM  CROOKS, 

Minister  of  Education. 
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REPORT 


ON 

MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES 


Education  Department,  Ontario, 

Toronto,  February,  1881. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Education: — 

Sir, — I beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  Mechanics’  Institutes,  prepared  under 
your  instructions.  Being  a special  report,  a short  historical  sketch  is  given  to  show  the 
origin  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally  established. 


I.  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1.  Origin  of  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

Mechanics’  Institutes  were  originally  intended  for  imparting  instruction  to  mechanics- 
and  the  working  classes,  and  especially  for  giving  information  on  the  sciences  applied  to 
the  industries  in  which  mechanics  are  employed. 

The  cause  of  their  origin  may  be  said  to  have  arisen  in  1780,  after  a course  of  lectures 
had  been  given  by  Dr.  Birkbeck,  at  the  Andersonian  Institute,  at  Glasgow.  These  lecture.s 
included  the  elements  of  natural  philosophy,  mechanics,  chemistry,  geometry,  drawing,  etc. 

This  series  of  scientific  lectures  was  divested,  as  far  as  possible,  of  all  technicalities, 
being  intended,  as  stated,  for  “ persons  engaged  in  the  practical  exercise  of  the  mechanical 
arts.”  Although  the  first  lectures  were  thinly  attended,  they  soon  became  popular,  so 
much  so,  that  at  the  fifth  lecture  the  hall  was  tilled  to  overflowing  by  an  audience  said  ta 
have  been  “intensely  interested  in  what  they  heard.”  From  these  first  efforts  of  Dr. 
Birkbeck  in  giving  instruction  to  mechanics  in  the  branches  of  science  connected  with 
their  difierent  trades,  may  be  traced  the  establishment  of  Mechanics’  Institutes.  It  is 
true  that  many  years  elapsed  before  any  of  these  Institutes  were  formed,  even  in  large 
towns  ; the  Glasgow  Mechanics’  Institute,  itself,  was  not  opened  until  182.3,  but  during  the 
next  quarter  of  a century  made  rapid  progress. 

In  1853,  upwards  of  700  Institutes  were  in  operation,  with  over  120,000  members,  of 
whom  about  18,000  attended  evening  classes.  Above  6,000  lectures  were  given,  and  over 
2,000,000  volumes  of  books  were  issued  to  members. 

As  space  will  not  allow  me  to  describe  even  the  principal  Institutes  which  were 
formed  about  this  time,  I shall  confine  myself  to  a brief  sketch  of  the  Manchester  Me- 
chanics’ Institute. 
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The  Mechanics’  Institute  at  Manchester  was  erected  and  formally  opened  by  Sir 
Benjamin  Heywood,  in  1825,  at  a cost  of  $35,000.  In  the  course  of  a few  years  this  build- 
ing was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  members,  and  it  was  decided  to  erect  a 
larger  building,  at  a cost  of  $120,000.  The  necessity  for  a more  spacious  building  may  be 
judged  of,  from  the  fact  that  up  to  this  time,  25,000  students  had  attended  the  evening 
classes.  The  new  building  was  formally  opened  with  an  exhibition,  under  the  patronage 
of  Lord  Palmerston,  in  1855;  over  300, OOO  persons  attended,  and  the  clear  profit  amounted 
to  $21,500. 

2.  The  Purposes  for  which  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  Established. 

The  following  preamble  of  the  Manchester  Mechanics’  Institute  may  be  considered 
as  a complete  programme  for  Mechanics’  Institutes,  showing  the  objects  for  which  these 
Institutes  were  originally  established 

“ The  Manchester  Mechanics’  Institution  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me- 
chanics and  artisans,  whatever  trade  they  may  be  of,  to  become  acquainted  with  such 
branches  of  science  as  are  of  practical  application  in  the  exercise  of  that  trade  ; that  they 
may  possess  a more  thorough  knowledge  of  their  business,  acquire  a greater  degree  of  skill 
in  the  practice  of  it,  and  be  qualified  to  make  improvements,  and  even  new  inventions, 
in  the  arts  which  they  respectively  profess.  It  is  not  intended  to  teach  the  trade  of  the 
machine-maker,  the  dyer,  the  carpenter,  the  mason,  or  any  other  particular  business ; but 
there  is  no  art  which  does  not  depend,  more  or  less,  on  scientific  principles,  and  to  teach 
what  these  are,  and  to  point  out  their  practical  application  to  the  arts,  will  form  the 
■chief  objects  of  this  Institution.  Of  these  lectures,  mechanical  philosophy  and  chemistry 
will,  of  course,  be  leading  subjects  ; and  when  their  general  principles  and  those  of  other 
important  sciences  have  been  made  known,  more  minute  and  detailed  instruction  upon 
particular  branches  of  art  will  form  the  subjects  of  subsequent  lectures.  It  is  intended 
that  a suitable  library  shall  be  formed  for  circulation  and  reference,  and  that  there  shall 
be  a collection  of  models  and  instruments,  together  with  a chemical  laboratory.  It  is 
hoped,  also,  that  instruction  may  be  given  in  the  elements  of  geometry,  in  the  higher 
branches  of  arithmetic,  and  in  mechanical  and  architectural  drawing.” 

3.  Advantages  derived  from  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

It  is  stated  that  a large  number  of  civil  engineers,  managers  of  cotton  mills,  survey- 
ors, and  men  holding  confidential  offices,  as  cashiers,  corresponding  clerks,  etc.,  were  edu- 
cated in  the  classes  of  the  Manchester  Mechanics’  Institution. 

Apart  from  the  education  afforded  to  those  who  obtained  sufficient  knowledge  to 
study  for  professions,  and  others  who  entered  into  commerce,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  out  of  the  large  number  of  25,000  students,  many  mechanics  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  manufactures  in  which  they  were  employed.  If  mechanics  are  educated, 
as  set  forth  in  the  preamble  referred  to,  they  will  not  only  have  a more  thorough  know- 
ledge of  their  business,  but  they  will  acquire  a greater  degree  of  skill,  and  be  qualified  to 
make  improvements,  and  even  new  inventions,  in  the  manufactures  in  which  they  are  re- 
spectively engaged. 

The  advantages  of  practical,  scientific  education  to  mechanics  is  admirably  pointed 
out  by  a United  States  writer  of  that  date.  He  says: 

“Is  it  any  wonder  that  these  islanders,  with  a narrower  territory,  smaller  popula- 
tion, and  less  genial  climate,  should  immensely  outstrip  their  less  intelligent  and  ingen- 
ious neighbours  ? Can  we  conceive  of  a stronger  proof  of  the  actual  pecuniary  gain 
that  accrues  to  a nation  from  cultivating  the  intellect  of  her  sons  than  is  furnished  from 
such  a fact  ? How  much  does  England  gain  by  her  superiority  over  France  from  this 
fact  ? The  actual  commercial  and  manufacturing  power  of  the  latter  country  is  only 
two-fifths  of  the  former.  The  present  annual  value  of  the  cotton  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  is  estimated  to  be  about  thirty-five  millions  of  pounds  sterling.  Three-fifths  of 
that  sum,  or  more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  is  England’s  clear  gain  over  her  less 
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skilful  rival;  an  amount  more  than  three  times  as  great  as  the  whole  present  revenue  of 
the  United  States;  and  for  this  vast  and  increasing  tide  of  prosperity,  England  is  clearly 
indebted  to  her  popular  education  and  intelligence.” 

One  of  the  first  Industrial  Exhibitions  in  England  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Manchester  Mechanics’  Institute,  in  1837.  There  were  150  contributors. 
The  Exhibition  was  visited  by  50,000  people,  and  realized  over  $5,000.  The  year 
following,  at  the  second  Exhibition,  there  were  360  contributors,  who  exhibited 
26,300  articles,  including  models  of  machinery  and  mechanical  contrivances,  speci- 
mens of  manufactures,  philosophical  instruments,  natural  history,  etc.  This  exhibition 
was  visited  by  100,000  persons,  and  the  committee  realized  nearly  $12,000. 

The  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  all  of  the  principal  manufacturing  towns  followed  by 
holding  industrial  exhibitions.  The  prosperity  of  these  local  exhibitions,  introduced*  by 
the  Mechanics’  Institutes,  no  doubt  directed  the  attention  of  the  late  lamented  Prince 
Albert  to  the  necessity  of  having  an  International  Exhibition.  It  was  at  this  great  exhi- 
bition that  the  products  of  the  industry  of  the  different  nations  of  the  earth  were,  for  the 
first  time,  brought  into  competition.  It  was  then  discovered  that,  notwithstanding  the 
advantages  possessed  by  England  in  her  vast  stores  of  raw  materials  and  her  great 
national  wealth,  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  intellect  was  one  of  the  most  important 
elements  of  competition,  and  that  the  great  triumphs  of  manufacturing  skill  are  depen- 
dent upon  mechanical  inventions  or  discoveries  in  chemical  and  physical  science. 

The  scientific  men  appointed  by  the  British  Government  as  jurors,  reported  that, 
after  examining  with  impartiality  the  productions  of  all  countries  in  competition  with 
their  own,  they  had  arrived  at  the  result  that  if  England  wished  to  maintain  superiority 
in  the  art  of  production,  the  intellectual  element  in  production  must  be  more  studied  and 
cultivated.  Their  advice  was  taken,  and  the  Government  voted  large  sums  of  money 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  of  art  and  design. 

I have  now  shown  that  Mechanics’  Institutes  have  been  the  means  of  imparting 
practical  scientific  education  to  mechanics  and  others,  and  also,  that  these  Institutions 
were  the  originators  of  industrial  exhibitions. 

Timbs,  in  his  record  of  industrial  progress,  refers  to  the  formation  of  the  London 
Mechanics’  Institute  in  1823.  He  says: 

“Here  should  be  recorded  an  event  which  was  the  means  of  promoting  the  forma- 
tion of  many  of  the  minor  collections  of  art  and  produce  in  this  country,  which  have 
done  so  much  towards  improving  the  taste  and  increasing  the  knowledge  of  our  working 
manufacturers  and  operatives.” 

“ On  the  11th  of  November  a public  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
London  Mechanics’  Institute.  Dr.  Birkbeck  took  the  chair,  and  among  his  supporters 
who  attended  the  meeting  were  Jeremy  Bentham,  David  Wilkie,  the  painter,  William 
Uobbet,  Dr.  Lushington,  and  other  celebrities.  Dr.  Bh-kbeck  was  elected  President. 
The  formation  of  Provincial  Mechanics’  Institutes  soon  followed,  and  to  them  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  first  attempts  at  Manchester  and  Leeds  to  establish  temporary  exhibitions 
of  specimens  of  improved  manufactures.” 


II.  UPPER  CANADA. 

1.  Origin  op  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

1835. 

The  first  record  I can  find  of  Government  assistance  being  given  to  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tutes in  this  Province  is  on  the  16th  April,  1835,  when  special  Acts  were  passed  for 
granting  aid  to  the  Toronto  and  Kingston  Institutes. 

The  sum  of  $800  was  granted  to  the  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  philosophical  instruments,  and  $400  was  granted  to  the  Kingston  Mechanics’ 
Institute  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  instruments.  ^ 
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1847. 

A special  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics’  Institute  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  was  as* 
sented  to  on  the  28th  July,  1847,  “for  the  purpose  of  forming  a Library  and  Reading- 
Room,  and  of  organizing  a system  of  instruction  by  means  of  lectures  and  classes  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  those  who  are,  or  may  hereafter  become,  members  of  the  Association.’^ 
Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1847  : — • 


Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute $200 

Kingston  “ “ ' 200 


• 1849. 

A special  Act  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  Hamilton  and  Gore  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute on  the  30th  May,  1849,  “ for  the  purpose  of  diflfusing  scientific  and  literary  know- 
ledge, by  a library  of  reference  and  circulation ; by  the  formation  of  a museum  of  speci- 
mens in  zoology,  geology,  or  other  subjects  of  nature,  science,  or  manufactures,  by 
lectures,  by  philosophical  apparatus,  by  conversation,  and  by  any  other  method  the  com- 
mittee may  judge  necessary.” 

Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1849  ■ 

Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute $200 


London  “ “ ! 200 

Total $400 

1850. 


Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’s  Institutes  in  1850: — 


Kingston  Mechanics’  Institute $200 

London  “ “ 200 

Toronto  “ “ 200 


Total  $600 


1851. 

An  Act  was  passed  on  the  30th  August,  1851,  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  and 
better  management  of  Literary  Associations  and  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

This  Act  is  embodied  in  the  Consolidated  Statutes  of  Canada,  22  Vic.,  1859,  cap.  72, 
being  the  Act  still  in  use  for  the  Incorporation  of  Institutes,  &c. 

4.  Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1851  .• — 


Brockville 

Mechanics’  Institute 

$200 

Picton  Mechanics’ 

Institute . . . . 

....  200 

Belleville 

((  (( 

200 

Perth  “ 

6i 

....  200 

Guelph 

a u 

200 

Siincoe  “ 

U 

....  200 

Hamilton 

u u 

200 

Toronto  “ 

a 

....  200 

London 

u u 

200 

Niagara 

u u 

200 

Total  

. . .$2,000 

1852. 


Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1852  : — 


Belleville  Mechanics’  Institute . 
Brockville  “ “ 

Kingston  “ “ 


$200 

200 

200 


Woodstock  Mechanics’  Institute  ....  20 


.$800 


Total 
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1853. 


Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1853  : — 


Brantford 

Mechanics’ 

Institute 

$400 

Perth  Mechanics’s 

Institute 

....  $400 

Brockville 

(( 

U 

200 

Picton  “ 

< ( . 

....  400 

Chatham 

U 

U 

200 

Port  Hope  “ 

ii 

....  200 

Cralt 

ii 

i( 

400 

Sarnia  “ 

ii 

....  200 

Goderich 

ii 

u 

200 

Simcoe  ■ “ 

ii 

....  400 

Guelph 

u 

u 

400 

St.  Catharines  “ 

ii 

....  400 

Hamilton 

u 

u 

400 

St.  Thomas  “ 

ii 

....  400 

Kingston 

u 

u 

400 

Toronto  “ 

ii 

....  400 

London 

a 

u 

400 

Whitby 

ii 

....  400 

Milton 

(( 

u 

200 

Woodstock  “ 

ii 

400 

Niagara 

u 

u 

200 

Ottawa 

u 

u 

400 

Total  . 

. . . .$7,400 

1854. 

Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’ Institute  in,  1854  ; — 

Brampton  Mechanics’ 

Institute . 

. . . $200 

Ottawa  Mechanics’  Institute.  . 

. . . . $200 

Brockville 

(( 

U 

. . . 200 

Sarnia  “ “ _ _ 

. . . . 200 

Goderich 

ii 

(( 

. . . 400 

Stratford  “ “ 

. . . . 200 

Galt 

ii 

U 

. . 200 

Toronto  “ “ . . 

. . . . 200 

London ’ 

ii 

ii 

. . . 200 

Milton 

ii 

. . . 200 

Total ; 

..  $2,200 

...  ..... 

1855. 

Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’ 

Institutes  in  1S55  : — 

Barrie  Mechanics’  Institute 

. . . $200 

Ottawa  Mechanics’  Institute . . 

$200 

Belleville 

ii 

ii 

....  200 

Paris  “ “ . . 

...  200 

Berlin 

ii 

ii 

...  400 

Peterboro’  “ “ . . . 

200 

Bowmanville 

ii 

ii 

...  200 

Perth  “ “ . . 

. . . . 200 

Brampton 

ii 

a 

...  200 

Picton  “ “ . . 

. . . . 200 

Brantford 

ii 

i'i 

...  400 

Port  Hope  “ . 

200 

Brockville 

ii 

ii 

...  200 

Prescott  “ “ 

200 

Chatham 

ii 

ii 

...  200 

P..enfrew  “ “ 

200 

Dundas 

ii 

ii 

...  400 

Simcoe  “ “ 

400 

Ponthill 

u 

ii 

...  400 

Smith’s  Falls  “ “ 

200 

Flamboro’ 

ii 

i i 

...  200 

Stratford  “ “ 

200 

Galt 

a 

i i 

...  200 

St.  Catharines  “ ' “ 

. . . . 400 

Goderich 

( { 

i i 

...  200 

St.  Thomas  “ “ 

400 

Guelph 

t { 

u 

...  200 

Toronto  “ “ 

....  200 

Hamilton 

ii 

ii 

...  400 

Waterdown  “ “ 

400 

London 

ii 

i i 

...  200 

Whitby  ‘‘  “ 

. . . . 400 

Mitchell 

ii 

i i 

...  400 

Woodstock  “ “ 

. . . . 400 

Niao'ara 

ii 

ii 

400 

Oakville 

ii 

ii 

...  400 

Tota.l 

. .$io.onn 

1856. 


An  Amendment  to  the  Act  of  the  13th  August,  1851,  was  passed  on  the  19th  June, 
1856,  empowering  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  Towns  and  Cities  having  3,000  inhabitants,  to 
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hold  property  to  the  value  of  |1,000.  This  is  embodied  in  the  Consolidated  Statutes  Act^ 
cap.  72.  See  sections  6 and  7. 


Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1856  : — - 


Aurora  Mechanics’ 

Institute . . . . 

.... $200 

Niagara  Mechanics’ 

Institute . 

. . . .$200 

Aylmer 

U 

u 

....  200 

Oakville  “ 

(( 

....  200 

Ayr 

U 

u 

200 

Ottawa  “ 

(( 

....  200 

Barrie 

( ( 

u 

....  200 

Owen  Sound  “ 

{( 

....  200 

Belleville 

u 

u 

200 

Perth  “ 

i( 

....  200' 

Berlin 

(C 

u 

....  200 

Paris  “ 

(( 

....  200 

Bowmanville 

u 

u 

....  200 

Peterboro’  “ 

(( 

....  200 

Brampton 

u 

(( 

....  200 

Picton  “ 

(( 

....  400' 

Brantford 

(( 

u 

200 

Port  Hope  “ 

U 

....  400 

Brockville 

u 

u 

....  200 

Prescott  “ 

(6 

....  200 

Chatham 

u 

iC 

....  200 

Eenfrew  “ 

(( 

200' 

Cobourg 

u 

u 

. . . .1,000 

Sarnia  “ 

6( 

....  400 

Collingwood 

u 

u 

....  200 

Simcoe  “ 

U 

....  200 

Dundas 

u 

u 

200 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

(( 

200' 

Dunnville 

u 

u 

....  400 

Stratford  “ 

i( 

200- 

Fonthill 

u 

u 

....  200 

St.  Catharines'* 

U 

....  200- 

Goderich 

( i 

( ( 

200 

St.  Marys  “ 

U 

....  200- 

Galt 

u 

u 

200 

St.  Thomas  “ 

(C 

....  200' 

Guelph 

i i 

u 

200 

Toronto  “ 

(( 

....  200 

Hamilton 

Ci 

u 

....  200 

Waterdown  “ 

(( 

400' 

Kingston 

u 

(. 

....  600 

Whitby  “ 

(( 

....  200- 

London 

ii 

(( 

....  200 

Woodstock  “ 

(( 

....  200 

L’Orignal 

(( 

(( 

400 

Wellington  N.“ 

(i 

....  200 

Milton 

u 

u 

. 400 

Metcalfe 

(( 

u 

....  200 

Total 

..$12,400 

Mitchell 

u 

u 

200 

1857. 

The  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufacturers  was  incorporated  this  year,  being  intended  to 
assist  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  and  have  certain  control  over  their  affairs.  The  following 
extracts  are  from  the  Act,  20  Vic.,  cap.  32,  assented  to  10th  June,  1857  : — 

“ Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  promote  the  development  of  mechanical  talent  among  the 
people  of  this  Province,  by  disseminating  instruction  in  mechanics  and  kindred  sciences, 
and  by  affording  increased  facilities  for  the  study  of  models  and  apparatus  ; 

“ There  shall  be  and  there  is  hereby  created  and  established  in  and  for  Upper  Canada, 
one  corporation  or  body  corporate,  to  be  composed  as  hereafter  provided,  and  to  be  and 
be  called  ‘ The  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  for  Upper  Canada.’  • 

“ Each  incorporated  Mechanics’  Institute  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  respectively, 
shall  elect  and  accredit  to  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  one  delegate  for  every 
twenty  members  on  its  roll,  being  actual  working  mechanics  or  manufacturers,  and  having 
paid  a subscription  of  at  least  five  shillings  each  to  its  funds  for  the  year  then  last  past  ” 

“ The  auditor  shall  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  for  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  respectively,  in  the  month  of  March,  in  each  and  every  year,  statements  of 
the  number  of  members  on  the  books,  and  the  revenue  inclusive  of  Provincial  aid  of  each 
Mechanics’  Institute  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  respectively. 

“ It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  to  collect  and 
establish  at  Toronto,  for  the  instruction  of  practical  mechanics  and  artisans,  museums  of 
minerals  and  other  material  substances  and  chemical  compositions,  susceptible  of  being 
used  in  mechanical  arts  and  manufactures,  with  model-rooms  appropriately  stocked  and 
supplied  with  models  of  works  of  art,  and  of  implements  and  machines  other  than  imple- 
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ments  of  husbandry  and  machines  adapted  to  facilitate  agricultural  operations,  and  free 
libraries  of  reference,  containing  books,  plans  and  drawings,  selected  with  a view  to  the 
imparting  of  useful  information  in  connection  with  mechanical  arts  and  manufactures,, 
and  also  to  found  schools  or  colleges  for  mechanics,  and  to  employ  competent  persons  to 
deliver  lectures  on  subjects  connected  with  the  mechanical  arts  and  sciences  or  with  manu- 
factures ; and  the  said  Boards  shall  keep  records  of  their  respective  transactions,  and  shall 
from  time  to  time  publish,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  to  secure  the  widest  circulation 
among  the  Mechanics’  Institutes,  and  among  mechanics,  artisans  and  manufacturers  gener- 
ally, all  such  reports,  essays,  lectures  and  other  literary  compositions  conveying  useful 
information  as  the  said  Boards,  respectively,  may  be  able  to  procure  and  judge  to  be  suit- 
able for  publication.” 


Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1857  : — ■ 


Ayr  Mechanics’ 

Institute  

$200 

Niagara  Mechanics’  Institute 

$200 

Aurora  “ 

(( 

200 

Oakville 

(( 

66 

200 

Aylmer  “ 

(( 

200 

Ottawa 

66 

66 

200 

Barrie  “ 

( ( 

200 

Owen  Sound 

66 

66 

200 

Belleville  “ 

(( 

200 

Perth 

66 

- 66 

200 

Berlin  “ 

U 

200 

Paris 

66 

66 

200 

Bowmanville  “ 

(( 

200 

Peterboro’ 

66 

66 

200 

Brampton  ‘ ‘ 

a 

200 

Picton 

66 

66 

200 

Brantford  “ 

it 

200 

Port  Hope 

66 

66 

200 

Brock  ville  “ 

u 

200 

Prescott 

t6 

66 

200 

Collingwood  “ 

(( 

200 

Bichmond 

66 

66 

200 

Chatham  “ 

u 

200 

Renfrew 

66 

66 

200 

Cobourg  “ 

u 

200 

Ramsay 

66 

66 

200 

Cayuga  “ 

u 

200 

Sarnia 

66 

66 

200 

Dundas  “ 

(i 

200 

Simcoe 

66 

66 

200 

Drummondville 

(( 

200 

Smith’s  Falls 

66 

66 

200 

Dunnville  “ 

a 

200 

Stratford  ■ 

66 

66 

200 

Fergus  “ 

200 

Streetsville 

66 

66 

200 

Fonthill 

u 

200 

St.  Catharines  “ 

66 

200 

Galt 

a 

200 

St.  Thomas 

66 

66 

200 

Guelph  “ 

(( 

200 

St.  Marys 

66 

66 

200 

Hamilton  “ 

6i 

200 

St.  George 

66 

66 

200 

London  “ 

u 

200 

Toronto 

66 

66 

200 

L’Orignal  “ 

u 

200 

V ienna 

66 

66 

200 

Merrick  ville  “ 

66 

200 

Whitby 

66 

66 

200 

Milton  “ 

66 

200 

Windsor 

66 

66 

200 

Metcalfe  “ 

66 

200 

Woodstock 

66 

6 6 

200 

Mitchell  “ 

66 

200 

W ellington 

66 

66 

200 

Napanee  “ 

66 

200 

Newmarket  “ 

66 

200 

Total. . . 

....$11,600 

1858. 

Fifty-eight  Mechanics  Institutes  in  Upper  Canada  received  grants  in  1857,  and  up 
to  this  time  no  investigation  or  inspection  seems  to  have  been  made.  The  first  record  I 
can  find  of  any  enquiry  respecting  the  working  of  the  Institutes  for  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  they  were  fulfilling  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  the  Act,  is  a circular, 
21  Vic.,  Appendix  (No.  45)  A,  1858,  which  was  sent  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
to  the  Mechanics’  Institutes.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  circular  : — 
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“ Bureau  of  Agriculture  and  Statistics, 

“ Toronto,  January,  1858. 


“ Sir — You  -will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  to  this  Department  answers  to  the  queries 
written  under  the  different  heads  of  enquiries,  classified  below. 

“ Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  “P.  M.  Yankoughnet, 

“ Minister  of  Agriculture.^ 


To  the  President  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  of 

j How  many  members  have  you  on  your  roll  1 

Membership How  many  have  joined  in  the  past  year? 

( What  proportion  are  working  mechanics  ? 

f How  many  volumes  ? 

I How  many  have  been  added  during  past  year  ? 
j What  number  of  members  take  out  books  ? 

I How  many  volumes  issued  in  past  year  1 
I Open  during  what  hours  ? 

j What  hours  open  ? 

Beading  Boom ....  : Papers  and  periodicals  taken  ? 

( Average  attendance  ? 

I How  many  delivered  during  past  year  ? 

Lectures Lectures  and  subjects? 

Attendance,  good  or  otherwise  ? 

Are  any  in  operation,  and  if  any,  what  kind  of  instruction 
afforded  ? 

( Beceipts  during  the  year,  what  amount  ? 

I Expenditure  during  the  year,  what  amount  ? 

Einances j Chief  heads  of  expenditure  ? 

Amount  of  members’  subscriptions  ? 

Total  value  of  property  of  all  kinds  held  ? 

Board  of  Arts  and  / Have  you  united  with  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  ? 

Manufactures  ) If  not,  v/hy  not  ? 

The  replies  to  this  circular  are  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, included  in  the  Sessional  Papers,  21  Yic.,  15th  April,  1858,  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  and  Library  Associations  in  the  Province  were  constituted  or  upheld  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Act  14  and  15  Vic.,  cap.  86,  (which  requires,  amongst  other  provisions, 
that  each  Institute  shall  have  ten  members,  and  shall  hold,  as  such  Institute,  in  money, 
or  in  money’s  worth,  in  order  to  be  legally  organized,  the  sum  of  $100  currency),  issued  a 
circular  to  each  Institute  and  Association  in  the  Province,  requesting  the  president  to 
answer  certain  queries,  a list  of  which  is  hereto  subjoined. 

“ The  number  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  and  Library  Associations  receiving  Govern- 
ment aid  is  about  143,  (this  includes  Upper  and  Lower  Canada).  Of  these  only  49  have, 
as  yet,  returned  any  answer  to  the  circular,  and  one  of  the  49  appears  not  to  have 
complied  with  the  law,  in  not  having  shown  that  it  has  any  money,  or  moneys’ worth,  over 
and  above  the  Legislative  grant  of  $200. 

“The  Minister  has,  under  the  circumstances,  thought  it  right  to  recommend  the 
passing  of  an  Order  in  Council  that  public  notice  shall  be  given,  that  such  Institute  or 
Association,  as  shall  not  have  replied  satisfactorily^  before  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  to 
the  list  of  queries  sent  to  them,  shall  have  their  annual  grant  of  .$250  withheld. 


Classes  , 


Library 
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“ The  total  annual  grant  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  and  Library  Associations  is  $36,500, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  this  amount  should  be  expended  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed  by  the  Legislature.  The  number  of  members  represented  in  the  49  Institutes  is 
6,971,  (average,  143).  The  number  of  volumes,  independent  of  papers  and  periodicals, 
42,172  (average,  893).  The  number  of  volumes  added  last  year,  59,226,  (average,  1,208 
for  each  Institute).  The  names  of  those  Institutes  which  have  replied  to  the  queries  up  to 
this  date  are  given  in  the  table  annexed. 

Table  showing  replies  to  Circular,  from  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  Upper  Canada. 


Name  of  Institute. 

1 Number 
of 

Members 

Reported. 

Number 

of 

Vols.  in 
Library 

Number 

of 

Volumes 
added  last 
year. 

Number 

of 

Members 
who  take 
out  books. 

Number 

of 

Volumes 
issued  last 
year. 

Total 
value  of 
Property 
of  all 
kinds. 

Aurora 

40 

259 

77 

34 

326 

ig  260 

Barrie  

53 

300 

60 

30 

284 

900 

126 

420 

46 

264 

430 

Brantford  

145 

1236 

133 

108 

2420 

1320 

Brockville 

86 

800 

16 

35 

204 

1000 

Cobourg 

87 

387 

62 

633 

700 

Dundas  

96 

1650 

21 

70 

2150 

1400 

Dunnville 

100 

948 

50 

64 

525 

600 

Fonthill 

58 

1006 

200 

58 

1578 

1400 

Galt 

118 

950 

100 

90 

500 

1000 

Goderich  

141 

717 

100 

64 



920 

Guelph 

135 

2018 

35 

135 

1.531 

1600 

Hamilton . . . 

1129 

337 

2820 

1500 

L’Orignal  

30 



800 

Milton 

75 

307 



47 

60 

711 

598 

Mitchell 

81 

444 

152 

70 

784 

580 

N ewmarket 

157 

100 

Niagara 

85 

922 

i67 

78 

2460 

1200 

Oakville 

70 

850 

26 

50 

1000 

Ottawa 

279 

1252 

200 

250 

3168 

3424 

Paris 

162 

858 

87 

1000 

300 

Perth 

83 

689 

63 

^30 

1100 

Picton 

100 

561 

50 

45 

354 

3000 

Port  Hope 

154 

553 

110 

74 

768 

685 

Port  Sarnia 

80 

103 

8 

10 

220 

2200 

Renfrew 

33 

616 

112 

32 

632. 

712 

Richmond 

32 

329 

180 

52 

500 

500 

Smith’s  Palls 

56 

924 

110 

56 

1370 

1000 

St.  Catharines 

111 

1136 

356 

50 

1560 

2000 

St.  Thomas 

100 

900 

46 

69 

731 

1250 

Stratford 

60 

780 

130 

57 

631 

1900 

Toronto 

780 

3782 

288 

630 

14156 

19250 

Waterdown 

27 

727 

77 

27 

500 

1000 

Woodstock 

40 

1048 

55 

40 

400 

1800 

Kingston 

18 

1923 

198 

102 

1516 

2200 

Prescott 

148 

171 

96 

150 

Thorold 

110 

210 

no 

Brampton 

50 

360 

100 

45 

150 

800 

Cayuga 

78 

50 

50 

15 

20 

100 

Fergus 

52 

550 

550 

30 

105 

480 

Lindsay  

44 

... 

160 

After  the  receipt  of  the  replies  to  the  circular,  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  received 
only  $140  each,  instead  of  $200  as  formerly. 
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Amounts  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1856  : — 


Ayr  Mechanics’  Institute 

....  .<81140 

Niagara  Mechanics’  Institute  . . . 

. . . $140 

Aylmer  “ 

Barrie  “ 

(( 

140 

N.  Ontario  “ 

( ( 

. . . 140 

(( 

140 

Norval  “ 

U 

. . . 140 

Baltimore  ‘ ‘ 

H 

140 

Oakville  “ 

(C 

. . . 140 

Belleville  “ 

H 

140 

Ottawa  (St.  Patrick’s) 
Owen  Sound  “ 

( ( 

. . . 140 

Berlin  “ 

u 

140 

(( 

. . . 140 

Bowmanville  “ 

t% 

140 

Paris  “ 

( i 

. . . 140 

Brampton  “ 
Brantford  “ 

(( 

140 

Peterboro’  “ 

u 

. . . 140 

( ( 

140 

Picton  “ 

u 

. . . 140 

Brockville  “ 

<< 

140 

Port  Hope  “ 
Prescott  “ 

( ( 

. . . 140 

Colling  wood  “ 

140 

u 

. . . 140 

Chatham  ‘ ‘ 

u 

140 

Renfrew  “ 

u 

. . . 140 

Cobourg  “ 

Cayuga  “ 

Dundas  “ 

( ( 

140 

Ramsay  “ 

Sarnia  ‘ ‘ 

( ( 

. . . 140 

(( 

140 

a 

. . . 140 

u 

140 

Simcoe  “ 

( ( 

. ..  140 

Drummondville 

(( 

140 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

( ( 

. . . 140 

Dunnville  ‘ ‘ 

( ( 

140 

Stratford  “ 

i 6 

. . . 140 

Elora  “ 

(( 

140 

Streetsville  “ 

. . . 140 

Fergus  ‘ ‘ 

Fonthill  “ 

( ( 

140 

St.  Catharines'* 

66 

. . . 140 

i i 

140 

St.  Thomas  “ 

66 

. . . 140 

Galt  ‘ ‘ 

6i 

140 

St.  Marys  “ 

St.  George  “ 

Toronto  ‘ ‘ 

66 

. . . 140 

Guelph  “ 

Goderich  “ 

( ( 

140 

66 

. . . 140 

(6 

340 

66 

. . . 140 

Hamilton  “ 

({ 

140 

Thorold  “ 

66 

. . . 140 

Kingston  “ 

U 

840 

Vienna  “ 

66 

. . . 140 

London  “ 

i ( 

140 

Vankleekhill  “ 

66 

. . . 140 

Lindsay  “ 

L’Orignal  “ 

Merrickville  ‘ ‘ 

(( 

140 

Whitby  “ 

Windsor  “ 

66 

. . . 140 

< t 

140 

66 

...  140 

( 6 

140 

Woodstock  “ 

u 

...  140 

Milton  ‘ ‘ 

U 

140 

N. Wellington  “ 

66 

...  240 

Metcalfe  “ 

(( 

140 

Waterdown  “ 

(6 

...  340 

Mitchell  “ 

( ( 

140 

Weston  “ 

<6 

. . . 140 

Napanee  “ 

Newmarket  “ 

6 ( 
ii 

140 

140 

Total 

.$10,220 

Newcastle  “ 

i i 

140 

This  was  the  last  year  in  which  the  Government  grant  was  paid  to  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  in  Upper  Canada.  There  are  no  records  to  show  the  reason  of  the  grant 
being  discontinued,  but  the  presumption  is  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  Institutes  being 
merely  Circulating  Libraries,  as  the  returns  do  not  show  that  any  of  them  provided 
Lectures  or  conducted  Evening  Classes. 


1859. 

An  Act  having  been  passed  respecting  the  Consolidated  Statutes  of  Canada,  it  was 
enacted  that  the  Public  General  Statutes  which  apply  to  the  whole  Province  of  Canada, 
revised,  classified  and  consolidated,  shall  be  held  to  be  the  original  thereof. 

The  Act  of  1851,  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  14  and  15 
Vic.,  cap.  86,  already  referred  to,  was  revised. 

See  Consolidated  Statutes,  1859, — Vic.  2ti  cap.  72. 


1860. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  does  not  refer  to  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures 
in  his  report  for  this  year. 
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1861. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures  says  : — 

“ The  general  condition  of  the  society  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  withdrawal 
of  Government  aid  from  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  appears  to  have  resulted  in  the  failure 
of  some  of  them,  and  in  crippling  materially  the  usefulness  of  others.  Some  of  them, 
however,  in  cities  and  towns,  are  not  only  self  supporting  but  prosperous. 

“ The  valuable  works  belonging  to  the  Patent  Office  left  under  the  charge  of  the  Board 
of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  are  highly  appreciated.  The  library  is  entirely  free  for  con- 
sultation, and  is  said  to  be  more  readily  accessible  than  any  other  free  library  in  the 
Province.” 


1862. 

Extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures. 

“ Upper  Canada. — Renewed  complaints  are  made  of  the  withdrawal  of  all  Govern- 
ment aid  from  the  Mechanics’  Institutes ; but  from  the  report  it  would  appear  that  much 
of  the  unsatisfactory  position  of  a large  number  of  these  Institutes  may  be  traced  to  the 
absence  of  any  comprehensive  plan  of  action,  and  to  the  want  of  interest  felt  by  the  mem- 
bers themselves  in  the  object  for  which  these  societies  were  incorporated. 

“ The  library  of  reference  established  in  connection  with  the  Board  is  becoming 
more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  public.  The  total  number  of  books  is  now  1,048  of 
which  231  have  been  added  during  the  past  year.” 


1863. 

There  is  no  reference  made  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  this  year. 


1864. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  : — 

“ During  the  year  (1864)  the  following  Mechanics’  Institutes  have  been  represented 
on  the  Board:  Cobourg,  Dundas,  Hamilton,  London,  Toronto,  and  Whitby.  Your  Com- 
mittee cannot  but  express  their  regret  that  so  few  of  the  Institutes  intended  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  operation  of  the  Board  should  see  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  part  in  its  managment. 
They  fear  however  that  no  great  improvement  can  be  looked  for  in  this  respect,  until  the 
Legislative  grants  to  these  Institutes  are  resumed,  either  on  the  former  basis  or  on  that  of 
the  proposed  amended  Act,  providing  for  the  payment  of  such  grants  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  this  Board.” 

They  further  remark,  that  for  four  years  they  had  been  endeavouring  to  get  amend- 
ments passed,  and  that  they  had  been  concurred  in  by  the  Government  and  Legislature, 
but  owing  to  their  forming  part  of  the  Agriculture  Act,  in  regard  to  which  important 
differences  of  opinion  exist,  they  had  failed  to  obtain  the  amendments  sought  for. 

A Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  practicability  of  e.stablishing  a School  of 
Design  recommended  ; — 

“ I.  That  the  school  be  in  three  divisions,  each  distinct  from  the  others,  and  to  be 
commenced  either  separately  or  together,  as  the  circumstances  may  permit. 

“The  first  division  to  be  for  the  study  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry. 

“ The  second  division  for  Drawing,  Designing  and  Modelling. 

o o o 

“The  third  division  for  Practical  Mathematics. 
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“ II.  The  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  in  the  first  division  should  embrace  the 
‘ Principles  of  Mechanics,’  ‘ Practical  Mechanics,’  ‘ Chemistry  and  Experimental  Philoso- 
phy,’ and  ‘ Geology  and  Mineralogy.’  The  teacher  of  this  division  should  be  a gentleman 
engaged  by  the  Board  at  an  annual  salary.  His  duty  should  be  : — 

“ 1st — To  give  practical  instruction  in  the  classes  during  these  sessions,  on  four  nights 
per  week,  and  in  each  week  to  give  one  popular  lecture  on  science. 

“ 2nd — For  one  month  preceding  the  fall  session,  and  for  one  month  after  the  spring 
session,  to  travel  as  a lecturer  to  those  Mechanics’  Institutes  affiliated  with  the  Board. 

“ 3rd — To  edit  a Chemistry  and  Experimental  Philosophy  department  of  the  Journal. 
With  a view  to  supplementing  the  salary  paid  by  the  Board,  he  be  allowed  to  practice 
as  an  analyst  on  his  own  account,  when  not  engaged  in  his  duties  in  connection  with  the 
Board. 

“ IV.  During  the  sessions,  two  evenings  in  each  week  should  be  occupied  in  the 
study  of  Natural  Philosophy,  and  two  evenings  in  Chemistry  ; and  on  one  evening  in 
each  week  a popular  lecture  on  some  practical  scientific  subject  should  be  delivered,  the 
admission  to  «rhich  should  be  free  to  the  public,  with  a view  not  only  to  impart  instruc- 
tion as  widely  as  possible,  but  to  induce  individuals  to  join  the  School. 

“ V.  The  second  division  should  include  instruction  in  Elementary  and  Geometrical 
Drawing,  as  well  as  the  higher  branches  of  Art ; particular  attention  being  given  to  the 
drawing  and  modelling  of  organic,  forms,  with  a view  to  the  attainment  of  such  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  their  structure  as  shall  enable  the  student  to  apply  them  with  power 
and  truth  to  every  branch  of  decorative  art  or  manufacturing  industry.  Instruction  by 
means  of  lectures  to  be  given  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  decorative  and  construc- 
tive design.” 

“ The  Board  to  provide  suitable  casts  and  appliances,  to  which  more  attention  should 
be  given  than  to  drawing  from  copy. 

“ XI.  That  the  school  be  opened  free  to  all,  of  both  sexes,  who  may  be  able  to 
furnish  evidence  of  worthiness  to  participate  in  its  benefits,  and  who  continue  to  manifest 
diligence  and  punctual  attendance,  and  obedience  to  the  rules  ; fcr  although  many  of 
those  who  might  enter  its  classes  would  be  able  to  pay  for  the  instruction  received, 
others  would  not  be  able  to  do  so,  and  to  charge  some,  while  others  were  admitted 
free  would  be  making  inviduous  and  unpleasant  distinctions  in  the  School. 

“ Your  committee  deem  it  highly  desirable,  and  conductive  to  the  interests  of  the 
community,  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  the  industrial  classes  to  make  them- 
selves more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  physical,  artistic,  and  mathematical  princi- 
ples they  are  daily  calling  into  action,  thereby  enabling  them  to  economize  raw 
material,  shorten  the  processes  of  production,  and  produce  more  elegance  of  design  and 
accuracy  of  workmanship  in  whatever  they  execute.  Artizans  so  instructed,  both  as 
to  the  science  and  practice  of  their  respective  arts,  would  be  more  likely  to  establish 
manufactures  amongst  us,  employing  the  idle  youth  of  our  cities  and  towns,  and  adding 
to  the  wealth  of  our  country. 

“ Your  Committee  cannot  but  remark,  that  while  liberal  public  provision  is  made 
for  the  education  of  persons  intending  to  follow  the  various  learned  professions,  they 
cannot  see  that  it  is  less  important  that  the  working  classes  should  be  provided  for.” 


1865. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  his  report  makes  reference  to  the  Boards  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures,  both  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  says  ; — 

“ It  is  thought  that  the  organization  provided  by  the  Statute,  20  Vic.,  cap.  32,  is 
defective,  and  calls  for  amendment ; but  the  Boards  themselves  and  the  public  seem  to  be 
of  opinion  that  the  main  impediment  to  their  usefulness  lies  not  so  much  in  the  legal 
organization,  as  in  the  insufficiency  of  the  annual  grants  voted  by  Parliament  for  these 
purposes.  The  course  marked  out  for  the  Boards  by  the  Statute  was  certainly  a most 
extensive  one — including  industrial  museums,  schools  of  design,  evening  schools  for  ap- 
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prentices  and  adults,  free  libraries  of  mechanical  works,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  now  apparent 
that  with  $4,000  per  year,  not  even  one  of  these  objects,  not  to  speak  of  all,  could  be 
fully  carried  out ; and  it  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  burden  of  the  annual 
reports  of  these  Boards  to  the  Department  has  been  and  is,  ' give  us  more  funds  .and  we 
will  give  you  returns  such  as  were  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  when  we  were  first 
instituted.’  While  concurring  in  this  view,  I yet  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  that  it 
seems  most  undesirable  to  have  institutions  of  this  description  dependent  on  the  Govern- 
ment alone,  or  even  principally,  for  their  pecuniary  means.  In  England,  to  whose  example 
we  are  frequently  referred  by  complaints  on  the  subject,  all  such  institutions  depend 
mainly  on  local  subscriptions,  and  only  partially  on  Parliamentary  grants.  Such  is  the 
fact  in  relation  to  Mechanics’  Institutes,  science  schools,  evening  schools,  and  schools  of 
design.  The  English  Government,  indeed,  does  much.  Its  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation, and  its  Science  and  Art  Department,  have  effected  great  things  for  arts  and  manu- 
factures since  the  attention  of  the  state  was  fairly  challenged  to  these  important  subjects 
in  1851. 

“The  Government  of  Canada  ought  unquestionally  to  do  much  more  than  it  has  done 
to  promote  similar  objects  and  interests,  but  without  liberal  and  continuous  local  co- 
operation, the  desirable  results  never  can  be  reached.” 


1866. 

The  Minister  makes  the  same  remarks  as  previously  in  re.gard  to  the  Board  of  Arts 
and  Manufactures. 

1867. 

The  Minister  does  not  refer  to  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Maiiufactures  in  his  report  for 
this  year. 

As  grants  to  the  Board  of  Manufactures  were  discontinued  in  1868,  the  scheme  for 
the  establishment  of  a school  of  art  and  design  could  not  be  accomplished. 


III.  ONTARIO. 

The  Mechanics’  Institutes  having  failed  to  co-operate  with  the  Board  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures,  and  that  corporation  being  unable  from  want  of  funds  to  properly  carry 
out  the  intentions  of  the  Act,  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  was  abolished  in 
1868,  and  the  valuable  reference  library  was  transferred  to  the  department  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture. 

The  library  comprises  several  hundred  volumes  of  technical  books,  relating  chiefly 
to  manufactures  and  industrial  arts,  engineering,  architecture,  and  building,  drawiu g 
and  geometry,  general  science,  patents  of  inventions,  etc. 

The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  in  bis  report  of  1868,  referring  to  this  library, 
says: — “ The  addition  of  a few  other  standard  and  popular  works  on  these  subjects, 
which  it  is  intended  to  secure,  will  render  this  the  most  valuable  library  of  the  kind  in 
the  Province,  if  not  in  the  Dominion.  The  works  on  British  and  American  patents  and 
chemical  and  other  manufactures  have  already  been  of  great  value  to  inventors  and 
practical  men,  and  so  soon  as  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  departments  become 
reasonably  complete,  these  portions  of  the  library  will  no  doubt  be  found  of  equal  value 
by  persons  interested  in  these  important  subjects.” 

I have  made  this  reference  to  the  library,  because  I shall  show  hereafter  in  what 
manner  these  valuable  books  may  be  made  of  great  service  as  a reference  library  in  con- 
nection with  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  throughout  the  whole  Province  of  Ontario. 
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At  the  close  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  representatives  of  the  several  In- 
stitutes, who  were  then  present,  organized  an  association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  which 
was  formed  in  conformity  with  the  Statute. 

l'  THE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES  ASSOCIATION  OF  ONTAEIO. 

As  this  Association  is  identified  with  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  Ontario,  and  was 
incorporated  to  take  the  place  of  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  a short  descrip- 
tion of  its  progress,  and  the  different  methods  it  adopted,  to  assist  the  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tutes is  now  given. 

The  Act  to  incorporate  the  Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  Ontario  was 
assented  to  on  the  24th  March,  1868,  31  Vic.,  cap.  29,  sec.  24. 

“24.  Any  members  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  by  resolution  of  their  respective 
Boards  of  Directors  (if  such  an  Association  has  not  been  already  formed),  may  form 
themselves  into  an  Association  to  be  known  as  the  ‘ Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes 
of  Ontario.’  and  such  Association  shall  have  power  to  adopt  a Constitution  and  make 
By-Laws  for  the  admission  of  Associate  Institutes,  and  for  any  purposes  consistent  with 
the  objects  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  and  not  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  in 
the  general  laws  of  the  Province;  and  on  filing  a copy  of  such  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  with  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  such  Association  shall  become  a body  cor- 
porate. 

“ (1)  Such  Association  shall  hold  its  Annual  Meeting  at  the  place,  and  during  the 
same  time,  as  the  Exhibition  of  the  ‘ Agricultural  and  Arts  Association  ’ is  being  held, 
in  each  and  every  year ; and  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  shall  be 
made  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  within  fourteen  days  after  the  holding  of  such 
annual  meeting. 

“ (2)  Each  Associate  Institute  shall  be  represented  at  the  annual  meeting  by  its 
President  and  Vice-President,  or  any  other  two  office-bearers  that  such  Institute  may 
appoint  in  place  of  its  President  and  Vice-President.” 

The  Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  was  organized  in  Toronto  on  the  21st  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  and  its  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  Hamilton  Mechanics’  Institute  on  the 
23rd  September,  1868. 

The  Secretary  explained  that  the  following  objects  were  intended  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  aid  of  the  Association  : — 

1st.  The  establishment  of  a centre  of  action,  or  bond  of  union,  for  the  various  (now) 
isolated  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

2nd.  The  preparation  of  and  continued  completeness  of,  a catalogue  of  books  suita- 
ble for  Mechanics’  Institute  libraries,  especially  of  books  of  a technical  or  practical 
character. 

3rd.  To  have  arrangements  at  all  times  open  for  the  procurement  of  such  works  by 
the  Association,  for  the  Institutes,  at  the  lowest  wholesale  prices. 

4th.  The  imparting  and  receiving  of  information,  by  discussion  or  otherwise,  on  the 
questions  of  Institute  evening  class  instruction,  lectures,  libraries,  reading-rooms,  exhi- 
bitions, and  other  operations. 

A draft  of  the  Constitution  submitted  was  also  adopted. 


1869. 

The  finst  Annual  Meeting  -was  held  at  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  London,  on  the  23rd 
September,  1869. 

Assistance  to  Select  Books. 

The  Committee  of  the  Association  reported  that  favourable  terms  had  been  made  with 
the  publishers  for  the  supply  of  the  American  Publishers’  Circular,  and  for  the  English 
Bookseller,  which  they  recommended  to  be  supplied  to  all  affiliated  Institutes,  at  $1.50 
per  annum  for  both  works. 
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Purchase  of  Books. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  copies  of  Catalogues  of  Technical  Books  had  been  for- 
warded to  several  Institutes,  and  that  he  had  made  arrangements  with  certain  publishers 
by  which  books  could  be  obtained  at  reduced  rates.  Eight  Institutes  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Association,  and  the  Secretary  had  purchased  for 
them  books  amounting  to  $712.80. 

Evening  Classes. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  Report  of  1869  : — “ Your  Committee  would 
strongly  urge  upon  the  Institutes  the  necessity  of  organizing  Evening  Class  Instruction 
in  branches  of  study  of  the  most  practical  use  to  their  operative  members,  believing  that 
such  means  of  improvement  are  among  the  most  important  of  the  several  objects  contem- 
plated by  Mechanics’  Institutes.” 

A Circular  respecting  Evening  Class  Instruction  was  issued  by  the  Association  on 
the  6th  of  October,  1869,  in  which  special  reference  was  made  to  the  organization  and 
mode  of  conducting  Classes  at  the  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute.  The  following  extracts 
are  of  interest,  inasmuch  as  they  show  how  much  the  Classes  were  appreciated  by  the  mem- 
bers, also  the  great  interest  taken  at  that  time  by  the  Directors  of  the  Toronto  Mechanics’ 
Institute  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  Evening  Classes  ; — 

“ The  pupils  presented  an  address  to  the  Directors  of  the  Institute,  in  which  they 
say  : — ‘ The  Classes  in  connection  with  this  Institute,  which  has  just  completed  the  winter 
term  of  instruction,  embrace  with  pleasure  this  most  fitting  occasion  for  giving  expression 
to  their  grateful  appreciation  of  the  liberality  and  public  spirit  which  prompted  you  to 
the  formation  of  those  classes. 

“ ‘ The  deficiency  has  often  been  keenly  felt  and  lamented  by  many,  when  placed  in 
certain  positions  in  life,  who,  either  from  accident  or  from  want  of  proper  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  learning  in  school-boy  days,  have  failed  to  acquire  that  requisite  knowledge 
which  is  one  of  the  great  guarantees  of  success.  On  this  account,  we  feel  all  the  more  a 
lively  sense  of  what  you  have  done  in  providing,  at  terms  which  place  it  within  the  means 
of  all,  instruction  in  the  more  essential  branches  required  by  the  Mechanic,  the  Artizan, 
the  Clerk,  and  the  man  of  business.  This  boon  I'as  been  enhanced  to  us  by  the  addition 
of  comfortable  Class  rooms,  liberal  prizes  to  excite  emulation,  and,  more  important  than 
all,  the  engagement  by  you  of  teachers  second  to  none  in  the  city  in  their  several  de- 
partments, and  who  have  to  us  proved  themselves  so  earnest  and  efficient.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly  gratifying  to  us  to  have  this  public  opportunity  of  acknowledging  our  obligations  to 
each  and  all  of  the  Teachers  under  whose  instruction  it  has  been  our  fortune  to  be 
placed.  * * * The  efforts  put  forth  by  this  Institute,  as  a Public  Educator,  have 

proved  to  be  what  its  name  implies,  a People’s  Institute,  and  have  given  it  a fresh  hold 
on  the  public  for  its  support.  ’ ” 

The  Directors  report  as  follows  ; — “ Of  all  the  useful  and  important  depai'tments  of 
Mechanics’  Institutes,  the  Evening  Classes,  in  their  influence  upon  the  industrial  portion 
of  the  community,  have  the  highest  claim  to  public  sympathy. 

“The  end  they  have  in  view,  is  not  only  to  afford  a General  Education,  and  means  of 
improvement  for  those  engaged  in  the  active  and  industrial  pursuits  of  life,  but  also  a 
Technical  Education,  such  as  no  other  Educational  Establishments  provided,  but  which  is 
most  necessary  to  the  Manufacturing  and  Commercial  progress  of  the  Country.  They  do 
not  take  the  place  of  ordinary  schools,  but  when  properly  constituted  they  continue  this 
school  education,  complete  it  as  far  as  possible,  and  in  a special  manner  direct  it  by  appro- 
priate studies  to  the  special  interest  of  the  individual  students. 

“ The  example  of  the  Government  in  awarding  grants  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  cannot 
fail  to  give  a new  impulse  to  Adult  and  Technical  Education,  and  gives  to  the  Evening 
Classes  a powerful  claim  on  the  sympathies  and  liberality  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
Commei’cial  and  Manufacturing  prosperity  of  the  Province. 

“ The  Reports  of  the  Examiners  were  highly  satisfactory,  and  bore  testimony  to  the 
soundness  and  excellence  of  the  instruction.  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  introdu- 
cing Technical  instruction,  the  Board  of  Directors  undertook  to  establish  a Class  in  Chem- 
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istry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  in  addition  to  the  subjects  previously  taught,  and  placed  it 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  May.  The  results,  as  reported  by  competent  Examiners,  have 
been  very  gratifying,  and  have  satisfied  the  Directors,  that  with  proper  resources,  they 
would  be  justified  in  making  further  advances  in  the  direction  of  Technical  and  Scientific 
Education,  as  applied  to  the  practical  purposes  of  life. 

“The  Chemists  and  Druggists  of  the  City  have  formed  a Pharmaceutical  Society,  a 
number  of  whose  members,  by  arrangement,  attended  the  Institute  Chemistry  Class,  and 
thus  assisted  in  insuring  its  success. 

“ Although  the  Directors  of  the  Institute  have  not  been  able  fully  to  remunerate  the 
Teachers  employed,  they  have  had  no  difficulty  in  inducing  gentlemen  of  high  attainments 
to  take  charge  of  their  Classes.” 

A ffiliation. 

The  Constitution  was  so  amended  at  this  meeting  that  Institutes  not  receiving  annual 
grants  might  affiliate  by  paying  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar. 


1870. 


The  second  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute  on  the  5th 
October,  1870. 


Assistance  to  Select  Books. 


“ As  instructed  by  the  Association  at  its  last  meeting,  your  Committee  subscribed  for 
a number  of  copies  of  the  English  ‘ Bookseller  ’ and  the  American  ‘ Literary  Gazette,’  and 
ofiered  by  circular  notice,  to  supply  these  works  for  the  sum  of  $1.50  per  annum,  less  than 
half  their  cost.  Notwithstanding  the  low  price,  and  the  value  of  the  works,  but  two 
Institutes  sent  in  their  subscription.  Catalogues  of  books  were  also  sent  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  it  was  recommended  that  a list  of  new  and  old  works  representing  the  subjects 
contemplated  by  the  Statute  should  be  published  and  sent  free  to  all  the  Institutes  in  the 
Province.  ” 

Purchase  of  Books. 

The  value  of  the  books  purchased  by  the  Secretary  was  $482.61. 


1871. 

The  third  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Kingston,  10th  October,  1871. 

Assistance  to  Select  Books. 

Seven  affiliated  Institutes  subscribed  for  the  “Bookseller”  and  “American  Publish- 
ers’ Circular”  this  year,  and  Baird’s  Catalogue  of  Industrial  Works  was  sent  to  all  the 
Mechanics’  Institutes. 

Purchase  of  Books. 

The  Secretary  reports  that  during  the  year  he  had  purchased  books  for  a number 
of  Institutes,  but  the  amount  paid  is  not  stated. 

Evening  Classes. 

“Your  Committee  regret  that,  notwithstanding  the  liberal  grant  offered  by  the  Act, 
so  few  Evening  Classes  have  been  established  by  Mechanics’  Institutes  throughout  the 
Province.  The  great  good  which  sirch  instruction  is  calculated  to  effect,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  young  men  following  Mechanical  pursuits,  leads  your  Committee  to  express 
the  hope  that,  before  many  years.  Evening  Class  instruction  will  be  a prominent  featm-e 
of  all  our  most  enterprising  Associations.’’ 
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Examination  of  Evening  Classes. 

“With  a view  to  encourage  such  Classes,  your  Committee  desire  to  suggest  to  the 
Annual  Meeting  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable,  at  this  or  the  next  Annual  Meeting, 
to  establish  a System  of  Examination  of  Members  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  on  a similar 
])rinciple  to  that  formerly  used  by  the  late  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures.” 

Prizes  to  Evening  Classes. 

“That  Prizes  should  he  offered  by  this  Association  to  a limited  number  of  these 
Institute  Classes  whose  examinations  shall  come  up  to  the  standard  which  may  be  pre- 
scribed.” 


1872. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Hamilton  on  the  25th  September,  1872. 
It  was  resolved  “That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  memorialize  the  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  Agricultural  and  Arts  Act,  pointing  out  its  defects,  and  sug- 
gesting Amendments  in  the  direction  of  removing  certain  restrictions  connected  with  the 
■grants  to  Mechanics’  Institutes.” 

Libraries. 

A paper  was  read  by  the  Secretary  on  “The  Classification  and  Kecordiog  of  Books 
in  the  Libraries  of  Mechanics’  Institutes.” 

Assistance  to  Select  Books. 

Seven  Institutes  subscribed  for  the  “Bookseller”  and  the  “Literary  Gazette”  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Examination  of  Evening  Classes. 

A Eeport  of  the  Executive  Committee  %vas  presented  on  the  Studies  and  Examina- 
tion of  Pupils.  It  was  not  adopted,  but  was  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committee 
to  make  certain  modifications.  The  modified  programme  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
submitted  to  the  various  Mechanics’  Institutes,  who  were  requested  to  report  on  it  before 
the  next  Annual  Meeting. 


1873. 

'The  fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at  London  on  the  24th  Sep- 
tember, 1873. 

This  Eeport  does  not  contain  any  reference  to  Assistance  in  Selecting  Books  lor 
Library,  etc.,  nor  does  it  refer  to  the  Circular  issued  on  the  Programme  of  Studies. 

Prizes  to  Evening  Classes. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  a Circular  had  been  issued,  containing  the 
following  regulations  for  awarding  Prizes  to  Evening  Classes: — 

“The  Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  will  award  three  prizes  of  the  value  of 
$10,  $6,  and  $4,  respectively,  to  any  Mechanics’  Institute  establishing  an  Evening  Class, 
or  Classes,  with  an  average  attendance  of  not  less  than  twelve  members,  and  of  not  less 
than  25  Instruction  Meetings  on  separate  evenings.” 
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The  subjects  of  Study  and  Examination  are  as  follows: 

I.  English  Grammar  and  Composition.  , . ^ 

II.  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  and  Mensuration. 

III.  Penmanship,  and  Book-keeping. 

IV.  Principles  of  and  Practical  Mechanics. 

V.  Chemistry. 

VI.  Geometrical  and  Decorative  Drawing. 

VII.  Freehand  Drawing. 

7.  The  local  Committee  may  either  award  the  prizes  in  money  or  otherwise,  but  they 
must  be  of  the  value  of  $10,  $6,  $4,  respectively. 

The  Committee  also  reported  that  a petition  had  been  presented  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment, directing  attention  to  the  small  amount  of  appropriation,  $10,266.90,  received  by 
the  Mechanics’  Institutes,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  $53,721,  received  by  Agricultural 
Societies,  and  praying  that  Mechanics’  Institutes  may  be- placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
Agricultural  Societies,  as  regards  aid  from  the  Public  Funds ; also  to  allow  newly  organized 
Institutes  to  receive  Legislative  aid  for  the  year  on  which  such  Institute  may  be  organized. 


1874. 

The  sixth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Toronto,  on  the  23rd  September,  1874. 

Evening  Classes. 

It  was  resolved  “ That  in  view  of  the  important  educational  advantages  conferred 
upon  the  pupils  (composed  largely  of  young  men  engaged  in  Mechanical  and  other  employ- 
ments) attending  the  Evening  Classes  of  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  this  Association  respectfully  recommends  to  the  Ontario  Government,  that  the 
annual  grant  be  increased  to  such  Mechanics’  Institutes  as  shall  have  in  operation  during 
at  least  four  months  in  each  year,  Evening  Classes  in  which  instruction  is  given  by  com 
petent  Teachers  in  the  following  subjects,  viz..  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Arithmetic, 
Book-keeping,  Mensuration,  Freehand,  Architectural  and  Mechanical  Drawing  as. 
follows  : — viz.,  $50  for  each  50  pupils  over  and  above  the  first  200  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion for  each  additional  50  pupils.” 

The  Committee  requested  that  the  Programme  of  studies,  Rules  for  Examination  and 
for  awarding  the  prizes  and  forms  of  certificates  for  returning  the  results  of  examination 
were  sent  to  the  different  Mechanics’  Institutes,  but  only  eleven  Institutes  availed  them- 
selves of  the  Prizes  offered.  Ho  reference  is  made  in  this  report  to  the  purchase  of  books, 
for  Libraries. 


1875. 

The  seventh  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Ottawa  on  the  23rd  September,  1875. 

Evening  Classes. 

During  the  past  year  15  Institutes  conducted  classes  in  accordance  with  the  pro-  ' 
gramme,  and  each  received  the  sum  of  $20  for  Prizes. 

The  Committee  reported  that  it  was  unsuccessful  in  its  application  for  additional' 
grants  for  prizes  over  and  above  the  usual  maximum  grant  of  $400. 

The  Committee  directed  the  attention  of  the  Directors  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  to  the 
provision  of  the  Statute,  that  the  Legislative  grant  and  the  whole  of  money  appropriated 
must  be  expended  during  the  current  year. 

In  consequenee  of  some  Institutes  not  having  expended  the  whole  of  the  Legislative 
grant,  together  with  the  local  appropriation,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  Act  during 
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the  current  year,  and  some  of  them  having  attempted  to  apply  their  balances  from  the 
previous  year  towards  securing  the  Government  grant  for  the  next  year,  the  Committee 
pointed  out  to  the  Directors  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the 
Statute,  which  is  very  clear  on  this  point. 


1876. 

The  eighth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Hamilton  on  the  19th  September,  1876. 

Evening  Classes. 

15  Institutes  conducted  classes  last  year  in  accordance  with  the  programme,  and 
each  of  these  Institutes  received  the  sum  of  $20  for  prizes.  It  was  resolved  at  this 
meeting  that  the  distribution  of  the  |20  prize  be  left  to  the  Local  Directors  to  decide 
upon  such  a number  of  prizes  as  they  may  find  advisable.  The*Committee  reported  that 
they  had  instructed  the  Secretary  to  apply  to  the . Science  and  Art  Department  of  the 
South  Kensington  Museum  for  price  catalogues  of  objects  and  appliances  suitable  for 
Mechanics’  Institute  Class  Institution,  and  that  a number  of  catalogues  had  been  received. 
They  had  also  offered  two  prizes  of  $40  and  $20  for  the  two  best  essays  on  Mechanics' 
Institutes.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Davison,  President  of  the  Toronto 
Mechanics’  Institute,  and  the  second  prize  to  Mr.  Lewis,  Teacher  of  Elocution,  Toronto. 
Two  thousand  copies  were  printed  and  some  of  them  sent  to  every  affiliated 
Institute. 

The  Treasurer  reports  that  $1,000  is  invested  at  interest  in  the  Bank  of  Toronto, 
and  a balance  on  account  of  $265.16.  The  question  of  how  a portion  of  this  large  sur- 
plus could  be  utilized  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institutes  was  brought  before  the  meeting  for 
consideration. 


1877. 

The  ninth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  London  on  the  25th  September,  1877. 

The  Committee  reported  that  the  amended  Act  provides  that  the  Association  shall 
be  represented  in  the  Council  of  the  Agricultural  and  Arts  Association  by  its  President 
and  Vice-President  and  one  other  member,  instead  of  by  its  President  only,  as  heretofore. 

The  Committee  also  reported  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  the  surplus  funds  that 
they  had  decided  to  present  to  every  Mechanics’  Institute  affiliated  with  the  Association 
in  1878,  a copy  of  lire’s  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Manufactures  and  Mines,  in  3 vols. 

Evening  Classes. 

Only  ten  Institutes  received  prize  money  for  conducting  classes  this  year,  but  the 
Secretary  reports  that  nine  other  Institutes  had  conducted  classes. 

The  Committee  complained  that  so  few  of  the  Institutes  had  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Statute  as  to  sending  copies  of  their  report  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture,  and  to  the  Association. 

A discussion  took  place  on  the  present  mode  of  inspecting  Institutes,  and  it  was 
moved  that  the  Government  be  petitioned  to  appoint  an  Inspector  to  inspect  the  Insti- 
tutes, but  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  showed  a balance  of  $1,798.61  cash  on  deposit. 


1878. 

The  tenth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Toronto,  on  the  24th  September,  1878. 
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Presentation  to  Institutes. 

The  Committee  reported  that  38  Institutes  each  accepted  a copy  of  lire’s  Dictionary 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Mines,  and  that  8 Institutes  selected  other  works  instead,  at  ' 
a corresponding  cost  to  the  Association.  The  Committee  recommended  that  50  copies  of 
the  4th  Vol.  of  lire’s  Dictionary,  about  to  be  issued,  be  ordered. 

Evening  Classes. 

12  Institutes  conducted  classes  and  received  prize  money  this  year.  The  Committee 
directed  attention  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Inspectors. 

It  was  also  resolved,  “ That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  holding  a convention  of  representatives  of  affiliated  Institutes,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  matters  of  interest  to  them,  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  Treasurer  reported  balance  on  hand,  $1,459.87. 


1879. 

The  eleventh  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Ottawa  on  the  23rd  September,  1879. 

It  was  suggested  that  it  would  have  been  very  desirable  to  have  had  a report  from 
the  Association  representatives  in  the  Council  of  the  Agricultural  and  Arts  Association, 
in  order  that  matters  relating  to  the  Provincial  Exhibitions  might  be  discussed. 

Presentation  to  Institutes. 

The  Committee  reported  that  altogether  47  sets  of  lire’s  Dictionary,  in  4 vols.,  had 
been  presented  to  Institutes ; also,  eight  other  works. 

The  Committee,  being  desirous  of  utilizing  the  large  cash  balance  on  hand,  recom- 
mend that  affiliated  Institutes  should  be  presented,  in  1880,  with  a copy  of  Keith  John- 
ston’s Handy  Koyal  Atlas,  or  an  Atlas  of  the  Dominion,  or  such  other  gift  as  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  determine  upon. 

Evening  Classes. 

Only  11  Institutes  applied  for  prize  money  for  classes  this  year. 

Convention  of  Mechanics^  Institutes. 

A Convention  was  held  on  the  11th  Feb.,  at  Toronto.  There  were  49  delegates,  re- 
presenting 23  Institutes,  present,  when  the  following  amendments  to  the  Act  were  sug- 
gested ; — 

1.  That  20  per  cent,  of  the  Government  grant  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  works 
of  fiction. 

2.  That  it  is  not  desirable  to  apply  any  portion  of  the  Government  grant  for  build- 
in  pur  poses. 

3.  That  the  Institutes  be  granted  .$50  additional  for  any  number  of  pupils  over  25  , 
in  their  Evening  Classes. 

4.  That  any  Institute  establishing  a class  of  not  less  than  15  members  in  Applied 

Mechanics,  Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  Botany,  or  any  other  branch  of  Natural  Sciences,  shall  | 
be  entitled  to  a further  grant  of  $50.  | 

Certain  rules  for  Evening  Classes  were  also  recommended  ; among  others,  that  com-  i 
petent  teachers  should  be  engaged,  and  the  teaching  be  illustrated  by  experiments.  j 

Inspectors. 

The  Committee  suggested  that  Inspectors  should  look  closer  to  a correct  balance  of 
the  accounts  and  that  while  many  of  the  Inspectors  perform  their  duty  in  a proper  and  , 
business-like  manner,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  them  do  not  attend  to  the  matter  j 
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as  becomes  gentlemen  occupying  tlieir  high  positions,  and  who  have  to  append  their 
signatures  to  the  statements  made. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a balance  on  hand  of  $1,534.36. 

The  Association  has  issued  the  following  rules  and  regulations  for  awarding  prizes 
to  evening  classes. 

The  sum  of  $20  will  be  paid  any  Institute  establishing  an  evening  class  or  classes, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  not  less  than  12  members,  and  of  not  less  than  25 
instruction  meetings  on  separate  evenings.  The  sum  of  $20  additional  will  be  given 
when  there  is  an  average  attendance  of  not  less  than  25  pupils  for  at  least  25  teaching 
meetings. 

The  Directors  also  recommend  that  Institutes  should  co-operate  and  form  special 
committees  to  manage  the  classes  and  arrange  for  awarding  the  prizes. 

1880. 

The  twelfth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Hamilton  on  the  22nd  September,  1880, 
The  President’s  address  was  read  at  this  meeting. 

Presentation  to  Instittites. 

The  Committee  reported  that  during  the  year  5 Institutes  had  received  complete 
sets  of  lire’s  Dictionary  or  other  technical  works,  and  3 Institutes  received  the  supple- 
mentary volume  ; also  that  50  copies  of  Keith  Johnston’s  Handy  Koyal  Atlas  had  been 
received  and  were  to  be  presented  at  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

The  Committee  again  directed  attention  to  the  imperfect  Deports  received  from  the 
different  Mechanics  Institutes,  and  the  necessity  of  the  Institutes  expending  the  whole 
of  the  Legislative  grant  and  local  appropriation  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  Statute, 
during  the  current  year. 

Inspectors. 

The  Committee  reiterated  the  regret  expressed  in  last  year’s  report,  and  further  said, 
“Had  all  these  gentlemen  made  themselves  conversant  with  the  Law  and  Regulations 
and  explained  its  provisions  to  officers  of  Institutes  where  needed,  and  also  performed 
their  audit  duties  as  conscientiously  as  some  others  of  them  have  done,  difficulties  now 
existing  would  not  have  arisen.” 

Evening  Glasses. 

Thirteen  Institutes  conducted  classes  ; nine  of  them  received  $20  each,  and  four 
received  $40  each,  having  had  an  average  attendance  of  not  less  than  25  pupils  for  a 
session  of  at  least  25  nights, 

A draft  of  an  amended  constitution  was  submitted  and  adopted,  the  principal  change 
being  that  a draft  of  the  annual  Report  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  each  Associate  Insti- 
tute at  least  two  weeks  before  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Two  paid  auditors  were  appointed  instead  of  one  as  formerly. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a balance  of  $1,361.61  on  deposit. 


2.  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES  OF  ONTARIO. 

1868. 

Immediately  after  Confederation  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Public  Works, 
and  the  following  clause  in  the  Agricultural  and  Arts  Act  was  assented  to  on  the  4th 
March,  1868,  31  Vic.  cap.  29,  sec.  25. 

“ Any  Mechanics’  Institute  incorporated  under  chapter  seventy- two  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Statutes  of  Canada,  or  by  special  Act  of  incorporation,  having  evening  classes  or- 
ganized for  the  imparting  of  practical  instruction  to  its  pupils,  or  having  established  a 
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Library  of  books  on  Mechanics,  Engineering,  or  Chemical  or  other  Manufactures,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Prov- 
ince, for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  such  class  instruction  or  technical  library,  or  both,  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year  ; provided  the  sum  so  paid  shall 
not  be  greater  than  the  sum  locally  contributed,  or  appropriated  by  such  Institute,  for 
such  specific  object  or  objects.” 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  Legislative  aid  was  granted  to  the  extent  of  one 
dollar  for  every  dollar  raised  from  local  sources  up  to  a maximum  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars.  This  amount  was  originally  intended  to  be  applied  only  for  Evening  Class  In- 
struction, but  a Committee  representing  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  inter- 
viewed the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Public  Works,  and  recommended  that  the 
purchase  of  technical  works  should  also  be  recognized ; this  was  acceded  to  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Statute. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  Eeport  for  1868,  referring  to  this  liberal  grant  for  the  en- 
couragement of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  says  : — “I  anticipate  a large  amount  of  educa- 
tional benefit  to  the  industrial  classes  from  this  grant,  and  trust  that  during  the  ensuing 
year  many  more  Institutions,  encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  few,  will  qualify  them- 
selves for  claiming  aid  under  the  Statute. 

“ That  there  exists  a necessity  for  some  such  means  of  adult  instruction  as  these 
institutions  are  adajited  to  afford,  is  evident,  in  view  of  the  early  ages  at  which  the  in- 
dustrial classes  are  compelled  to  leave  school,  and  consequently  slight  advantages 
received  from  their  studies,  especially  on  practical  subjects.” 

The  Commissioner  further  says : — “ I have  caused  to  be  prepared  a classified 
catalogue  of  such  books  as  I deem  to  be  of  the  character  of  technical  works  to  assist 
the  institutions,  in  making  suitable  collections.  I have  also  caused  to  be  added  to  this 
catalogue  some  good  standard  and  popular  works  on  Agriculture  and  Architecture  ” 

The  Catalogue  referred  to  contains  nearly  400  books  on  the  following  subjects  ; — 

I.  Architecture,  Engineering  and  Building. 

II.  Decoration,  Ornament  and  Designing. 

III.  Dictionaries  and  Encyclopaedias. 

IV.  Manufactures,  Machines  and  Industrial  Arts. 

Y,  Technical  Chemistry  and  Experimental  Philosophy. 

VI.  Agriculture  and  Horticulture. 

VII.  Miscellaneous. 

The  price  of  each  book  was  given,  also  the  names  of  publishers. 


Thirteen  Institutes  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Agricultui-al  and 
Arts  Act  in  1868,  as  follows  : — 


Bowman ville  Mechanics’  Institute . . 

$150 

Paris  Mechanics’  Institute 

. . . . .fioo 

Chatham  “ 

((■ 

100 

Strathroy  ‘‘ 

6( 

75 

Dundas  “ 

U 

.200 

Streets  ville  “ 

U 

80 

Galt 

a 

50 

Toronto  “ 

U 

200 

Guelph 

. ( 

100 

Whitby  “ 

u 

75 

Hamilton  “ 

a 

100 

Oshawa  “ 

(( 

180 

Total  

. ..  $1,610 

Peterborough  “ 

a 

200 

1869. 

An  amendment  was  made  to  the  bill  of  1868,  which  recognized  the  purchase  of 
works  on  general  literature,  other  than  fiction,  in  addition  to  technical  works. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  Report  of  1869,  makes  the  following  reference  to  evening 
classes  : “ I am  pleased  to  learn  that  the  subject  of  evening  class  instruction  is  obtaining 
a wider  interest.  To  impart  suitable  insti’uction  to  the  youth  of  any  portion  of  the  com- 
munity under  any  of  the  most  favourable  circumstances  is  most  highly  desirable,  but  the 
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gatherings  in  the  evening  classes,  those  who  are  approaching  or  have  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity,  men  and  youth  employed  during  the  day  in  the  active  pursuits  and  industries 
of  life,  and  are  able  to  appreciate  and  practically  test  the  benefits  of  the  instruction  impart- 
ed, must  necessarily  result  in  inestimable  advantage  to  the  community.” 


Twenty-six 

Institutes  received  Leg 

Lslative  aid  in  1869,  as 

follows ; — 

Ayr  Mechanics’ 

Institute  .... 

$ 11 

84 

Oshawa  Mechanics’  Institute . . 

. .$200  00 

Brighton  “ 

U 

100 

00 

Paris  “ 

U 

150  00 

Berlin 

U 

103 

48 

Peterboro’  “ 

( ( 

200  00 

Bowmanville 

6i 

125 

00 

Seaforth  “ 

200  00 

Brantford  “ 

U 

100 

00 

Streetsville  “ 

(( 

197  00 

Dundas  “ 

u 

200 

00 

Smith’s  Falls 

( i 

40  00 

Calt  “ 

u 

100 

00 

Stratford  “ 

u 

119  .50 

Hamilton  “ 

u 

200 

00 

Schomberg  “ 

* “ 

30  00 

Kingston  “ 

u 

200 

00 

Thorold 

(( 

100  00 

Mitchell  “ 

u 

100 

00 

Toronto  “ 

u 

200  00 

Meaford  “ 

u 

107 

59 

Woodstock  “ 

u 

200  00 

Milton  “ 

(( 

50 

00 

Whitbv  “ 

(( 

150  00 

Merrickville 

(6 

63 

00 

Newmarket 

( 

30 

00 

Total  .... 

.13,307  41 

Reading  rooms  and  evening  classes  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 
following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1869  : — 


Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

1 Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Galt 

Yes. 

No. 

1 Peterboro’ 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Guelph 

Yes. 

No. 

Strathroy 

Yes. 

No. 

Oshawa  

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 Toronto 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Paris  

Yes. 

No. 

1 Woodstock  

Yes. 

No. 

1870. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and 
Arts  for  1870: — “ It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  in  so  many  of  these  Institutes, 
Class  Instruction  in  such  subjects  as  are  necessary  to  be  understood  by  artizans  of  all 
classes,  has  not,  as  yet,  been  introduced ; and  even  where  it  has,  the  results  in  several  in- 
stances have  not  been  encouraging.  In  others.  Class  Instruction  has  been  successfully  and 
even  extensively  carried  out,  and  a large  amount  of  valuable  and  much-needed  infor- 
mation imparted  to  the  artizan  classes.  If,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  means  should 
be  provided  for  the  efficient  teaching  of  Science  in  its  practical  applications  to  the  various 
industries  of  life,  the  encouragement  of  Class  Instruction  in  Mechanics’  Institutes  would 
assume  a yet  more  serious  form,  constituting  a means  for  supporting,  in  great  measure,  a 
Scientific  School  with  pupils.” 

Twenty-four  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1870,  as  follows  : — 


Ayr  Mechanics’ 

Institute . . . 

. . .$167 

00 

Alerrickville  Mechanics’  Institute . 

.$  50  00 

Brantford  “ 

U 

. . , 200 

00 

Paris  “ 

U 

. 100  00 

Brampton  “ 

a 

...  30 

00 

Peterboro’  “ 

i( 

. 200  00 

Brighton  “ 

u 

...  50 

00 

Port  Elgin  “ 

(i 

. 100  00 

Bowmanville  “ 

u 

. . . 150 

00 

Richmond  Hill  “ 

iC 

. 52  68 

Berlin  “ 

u 

...  137 

14 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

u 

. 60  00 

Clinton 

u 

...  200 

00 

St.  Marv’s  “ 

(C 

. 109  00 

Collingwood  “ 

cc 

...  100 

00 

Streetsville  “ 

u 

. 200  00 

Dundas  “ 

(( 

...  200 

00 

Toronto  “ 

u 

. 200  00 

Galt 

6( 

...  100 

00 

Thorold  “ 

u 

. 100  00 

Hamilton  “ 

...  200 

00 

Woodstock  “ 

u 

. 150  00 

Meaford  ‘ ‘ 

(6 

...  50 

00 

1 

Mount  Forest  “ 

U 

...  41 

88 

1 Total 

$2947  70 
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Reading  Rooms  and  Evening  Classes  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the- 
following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1870.- — 


Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

1 Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening - 
Classes.- 

Ayr 

Yes 

No 

Peterboro’ .... 

Yes 

Yes 

Berlin 

No 

Yes 

1 Richmond  Hill 

Yes 

Yes 

Dundas 

. Yes 

Yes 

Thorold 

No 

Yes 

Galt 

. Yes 

No 

Toronto 

Yes 

Yes 

Hamilton 

. Yes 

Yes 

W oodstock 

No 

Yes 

Paris 

. Yes 

Yes 

1871. 

An  amendment  to  the  Agricultural  and  Arts  Statute  was  passed  by  the  Legislature- 
this  year,  34  Vic.,  cap.  23,  sec.  6,  increasing  the  maximum  grant  from  $200  to  $400,  and 
providing  that  each  Institute  shall  receive  two  dollars  for  each  dollar  locally  contributed. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and 
Arts  for  1871  : — 

“The  majority  of  the  Institutes  have  devoted  their  funds  principally  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  libraries.  It  should  not,  however,  be  lost  sight  of  that  among  the  objects 
sought  to  be  promoted  by  Mechanics’  Institutes,  Class  instruction  specially  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  circumstances  of  working  men  occupies  a prominent  position.  As  these  Institu 
tions  increase  in  age  and  resources,  it  is  hoped  that  but  few  will  be  found  without  the 
teaching  functions  being  largely  developed.  It  is  true  that  as  our  public  system  of  Educa- 
tion improves  and  ramifies  throughout  the  country,  the  necessity  of  Evening  Classes  for 
teaching  adults  the  rudimentary  branches  of  learning  will  diminish.  But  it  is  the 
characteristic  work  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  to  teach  the  application  of  knowledge  acquired 
in  ordinary  schools  to  the  practical  purposes  of  life,  including  such  technical  subjects  as 
relate  to  the  every  day  pursuits  of  the  various  classes  of  the  working  population.” 


Forty -three  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1871  as  follows  ; — 


Ayr  Mechanics’ 

Institute . . . 

. . .$400  00 

Milton  Mechanics’ 

Institute . 

. . . .$100  00 

Barrie 

U 

U 

...  400 

00 

Niagara 

U 

(( 

....  400  00 

Berlin 

U 

u 

...  306 

40 

Paris 

U 

U 

....  200  00 

Bradford 

U 

(£ 

...  200 

00 

Peterboro’ 

(( 

(( 

....  400  00 

Brampton 

(C 

U 

. . . 292 

00 

Preston 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Brantford 

u 

U 

...  400 

00 

Port  Perry 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Brighton 

u 

u 

...  120 

86 

Port  Elgin 

a 

a 

. . . . 131  70 

u 

u 

. . . 400 

00 

Renfrew 

u 

(( 

70  00 

u 

u 

1 22 

58 

Richmond  Hill 

u 

u 

70  00 

Columbus 

iC 

u 

...  200 

00 

St.  Catharines 

u 

a 

....  400  00 

Dundas 

u 

u 

. . . 400 

00 

St.  Mary’s 

u 

....  400  00 

Elora 

u 

u 

...  400 

00 

Simcoe 

u 

a * 

....  400  00 

Galt 

u 

u 

...  400 

00 

Smith’s  Falls 

u 

u 

150  00 

Grimbsy 

ii 

a 

...  400 

00 

Stratford 

a 

a 

250  00 

Guelph 

u 

...  293 

00 

Streetsville 

(( 

a 

....  400  00 

Greenwood 

u 

(( 

...  112 

00 

Seaforth 

u 

u 

....  100  00 

Hamilton 

a 

u 

...  400 

00 

Thorold 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Hespeler 

a 

it. 

...  400 

00 

Toronto 

a 

u 

....  400  00 

Ingersoll 

u 

u 

. . . 400 

00 

V ictoi'ia 

u 

u 

....  234  00 

Kincardine 

u 

u 

...  170 

00 

W oodstock 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

London 

u 

u 

...  400 

00 

u 

u 

150 

00 

Total . 

. i!S12.598  04 

Mount  Forest 

(( 

u 

...  125 

50 
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Reading  Rooms  and 

Evening 

Classes  are  reported  to  have  been 

in  operation 

in  the 

followiiig  Mechanics’  Institutes  in 

1871. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading- 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading- 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Avr  . . . . 

Yes 

No 

Milton  

Yes 

No 

Berlin 

No 

Yes 

Niagara 

Yes 

No 

Brampton  

Yes 

No 

Paris  

Yes 

No 

Brantford  

No 

Yes 

Peterboro’ 

Yes 

No 

Brighton 

Yes 

No 

Port  Elgin 

Yes 

No 

Dundas  

Yes 

Yes 

Richmond  Hill 

Yes 

No 

Galt  ...  

Yes 

No 

Streetsville 

Yes 

No 

Hamilton  

Yes 

No 

Toronto  

Yes 

Yes 

Kincardine 

Yes 

No 

Woodstock 

No 

Yes 

London  

Yes 

Yes 

1872. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act  were  asssented  to  on  the 
2nd  March,  1872,  35  Vic.,  cap.  32,  sections  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 : — 

“ 5.  That  no  Mechanics’  Institute  hereafter  established  shall  be  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  grants  until  the  year  following  its  formation,  and  unless  notice  of  its  formation 
shall  have  been  given  to  the  Commissioner  prior  to  the  first  day  of  December. 

“ 6.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Inspector  of  Schools  to  inspect  every 
Mechanics’  Institute  in  his  county,  at  least  twice  in  every  year,  and  to  annually  audit  the 
financial  affairs  of  said  Institute,  and  before  the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year,  re- 
port to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  the  condition  of  each  such  Mechanics’  Institute. 

“ 7.  That  no  Mechanics’  Institute  shall  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  Government  grant, 
unless  the  County  Inspector  of  Schools  shall  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
that  such  Mechanics’  Institute  shall  have  duly  complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  the 
several  Acts  relating  to  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

“8.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council  to  direct  the 
payment,  out  of  the  consolidated  revenue,  of  the  sum  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  to  the 
County  Inspector  for  every  Mechanics’  Institute  which  he  may  inspect  and  report  upon 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 

“9.  That  no  Mechanics’ Institute  organized  after  the  fii’st  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  shall  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  Government 
grant,  except  such  as  shall  be  organized  in  cities,  towns,  and  incorporated  villages  ; and 
no  more  than  one  such  Institute  in  any  city,  town,  or  incorporated  village  shall  share  in 
such  grant.” 

The  following  interesting  extracts  on  Evening  Classes  and  Reading  Rooms  are  from 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  and  Arts  for  this  year  : — 

“It  cannot  be  fel^otherwise  than  as  a matter  of  regret,  that  as  yet  so  few  of  these 
Institutes  have  regular  evening  classes  for  the  special  instruction  of  working  mechanics 
in  those  subjects  which  have  most  important  relations  to  their  several  industries. 

“ As  our  public  schools  improve  and  extend,  less  necessity  will  be  felt  for  instruction 
being  given  in  Mechanics’ Institutes  in  the  mere  rudimentary  branches  of  secular  knowledge, 
and  more  favoui’able  opportunities  will  be  presented  for  meeting,  in  a more  efficient  and 
practical  manner  than  obtains  at  present,  the  special  and  higher  wants  of  all  different 
classes  of  artisans.  It  will  require  a watchful  care  in  fostering  the  best  interests  of  these 
organizations,  that,  in  the  smaller  populations  especially,  they  do  not  degenerate,  or  rise 
higher  than  mere  reading  rooms  for  the  supplying  chiefly  a shallow  and  sensational  liter- 
ature, that  is  inimical  alike  to  sound  knowledge  and  to  morality,  and  which,  unhappily, 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,  amidst  not  a little  that  is  healthy  and  elevating,  is  a 
growing  characteristic  of  the  present  age.” 
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Forty-oae  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1872,  as  follows  : — 


Bowmanville  Mechanics’  Institute  $400  00 

Norwood  Mechanics’ 

Institute 

$233  20 

Brampton 

(( 

4( 

120  00 

Owen  Sound 

44 

44 

200  00 

Brantford 

U 

“ 

244  38 

Paris 

4 4 

4 4 

200  00 

Brighton 

U 

U 

137  28 

Peterboro’ 

4 4 

44 

400  00 

Clinton 

(i 

u 

400  00 

Port  Elgin 

44 

44 

126  40 

Gollingwood 

u 

u 

206  84 

Port  Perry 

44 

“ 

400  00 

Columbus 

(( 

( i 

116  00 

Preston 

4 4 

“ 

400  00 

Dundas 

u 

c 

400  00 

Richmond  Hill 

i 4 

44 

73  50 

Elora 

(( 

u 

400  00 

St.  Catharines 

“ 

4 4 

400  00 

Galt 

i( 

400  00 

St.  Marys 

4 4 

44 

400  00 

Greenwood 

( ( 

“ 

70  00 

Seaforth 

44 

4 4 

100  00 

Grimsby 

i 

400  00 

Smith’s  Falls 

4 4 

4( 

100  00 

Guelph 

1. 

“ 

134  34 

Stratford 

44 

44 

154  30 

Hamilton 

“ 

u 

400  00 

Streetsville 

44 

44 

400  00 

Hespeler 

ii 

400  00 

Thorold 

44 

44 

200  00 

Kincardine 

“ 

“ 

210  .50 

Toronto 

44 

44 

400  00 

London 

u 

“ 

400  00 

Water-down 

4 4 

44 

80  00 

Meaford 

*• 

“ 

200  00 

Whitby 

44 

44 

200  00 

Milton 

“ 

4 4 

300  42 

Woodstock 

4 4 

44 

400  00 

IVTmmf,  TTnrAs-h 

44 

198  80 
200  00 

Newmarket 

4 4 

Total 

$11,005  96 

JN  iagara 

ii 

44 

400  00 

Reading 

Rooms  and  Evening  Classes  are  reported  to  have 

been 

in  operation  in  the 

following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in 

1872:— 

Names  of  Institutes. 

Reading 

Rooms. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Names  of  Institutes. 

Reading 

Rooms. 

Evening 

Classes. 

-Berlin 

Yes. 

Yes. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brantford  . 

Yes. 

No. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Brighton . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Paris 

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton  . . . 

No. 

Yes. 

Peterborough 

Yes. 

No. 

Collingwood 

Yes. 

No. 

Port  Elgin 

Yes. 

No. 

Dundas  . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Preston 

No. 

Yes. 

Elora  

No. 

Yes. 

Richmond  Hill  . 

Yes. 

No. 

Galt  

Yes. 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes 

Grimsby  . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Catharines  . 

Yes. 

No. 

Hamilton 

Yes. 

No. 

Thorold 

No. 

Yes. 

Hespeler  . . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Kincardine  . 

No. 

Yes. 

Woodstock 

Yes. 

No. 

1873. 

During  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  an  amendment  of  the  twenty-fifth  clause  of  the 
Agriculture  and  Arts  Act  was  passed,  permitting  the  Government  grant  to  be  expended  in 
works  of  History,  Travels,  Poetry,  Biography,  and  Philosophy,  in  addition  to  the  subjects 
allowed  in  the  Act  of  1871.  It  also  provided  for  the  expenditures  of  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  Government  grant  and  local  contribution  for  the  purpose  of  a Reading  Room. 

The  Commissioner  in  his  report  says  : — 

“ These  concessions  will,  no  doubt,  operate  as  incentives  to  the’improvement  of  Insti- 
tutes already  existing,  and  by  degrees  be  the  means  of  materially  aiding  the  formation  of 
new  ones.  The  bringing  within  the  reach  of  the  people  a wholesome  literature  should  be 
among  the  foremost  functions  of  these  institutions,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  specific 
wants  of  artizans,  and  of  the  operative  classes  generally.” 
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Thirty-nine  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1873,  as  follows  : — 


Aurora  Mechanics’ Institute . . . 

00 

Niagara  Mechanics’ Institute.  . 

$265 

30 

Ayr 

(( 

u 

...  124 

00 

Norwood  “ 

(( 

....  100 

00 

Barrie 

Ci 

u 

. . . 600 

00 

Paris  “ 

ii 

....  200 

00 

Berlin 

U 

u 

. . . 234 

72 

Peterboro’  “ 

ii 

....  400 

00 

Brampton 

u 

u 

. . . 200 

00 

Port  Elgin  “ 

ii 

....  146 

00 

Brantford 

u 

(( 

400 

00 

Preston  “ 

i i 

....  400 

00 

Brighton 

Cc 

u 

. . . 148 

00 

BichmondHill  “ 

ii 

. . . . 325 

74 

Clinton 

( ( 

a 

. . . 400 

00 

St.  Catharines  “ 

ii 

....  400 

00 

Collingwood 

u 

u 

. . . 200 

00 

St.  Mary’s  “ 

ii 

. . . . 400 

00 

Dundas 

i( 

u 

...  400 

00 

Strathroy  “ 

ii 

. . . . 400 

00 

Elora 

u 

(( 

. . . 300 

00 

Simcoe  “ 

a 

400 

00 

Galt 

u 

a 

. . . 400 

00 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

a 

....  200 

00 

Grimsby 

u 

a 

. . . 90 

00 

Stratford  “ 

ii 

. . . . 302 

00 

Hamilton 

u 

u 

. . 400 

00 

Thorold  “ 

ii 

. . 400 

00 

Hespeler 

u 

u 

. . . 200 

00 

Toronto  “ 

a 

400 

00 

Kincardine 

ii 

i ( 

. ..  169 

20 

Uxbridge  “ 

a 

200 

00 

London 

(i 

u 

. . . 300 

00 

Whitbv  “ 

ii 

....  400 

00 

Meaford 

ii 

ii 

. . . 150 

00 

Woodstock  “ 

a 

....  400 

00 

Milton 

u 

ii 

. . . 400 

00 

Mount  Forest 

u 

ii 

. . . 400 

00 

Total 

.$11,534 

96 

Newmarket 

u 

ii 

. . . 80 

00 

Beading  Booms  and  Evening  Glasses  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 
following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1873. 


Name  of  Institutes, 

Reading 
Rooms.  ■ 

Evening 

Classes. 

Ayr 

Yes. 

No. 

Barrie 

Yes. 

No. 

Berlin 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brampton 

Yes. 

No. 

Brantford  

Yes. 

No. 

Brighton  

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood 

Yes. 

No. 

Dundas  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Galt  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Grimsby 

Yes. 

No. 

Hamilton  . 

Yes. 

No. 

Hespeler 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Kincardine  

Yes. 

No. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Meaford 

No. 

Yes. 

Name  of  Institutes, 

Reading 

Rooms. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Milton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Paris  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Peterborough 

Yes. 

No. 

Preston 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Bichmond  Hill  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Simcoe  

No. 

Yes. 

Strathroy  

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Catharines  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Marys  

Yes. 

No. 

Thorold 

Yes. 

No. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Water  down  

Yes. 

No. 

Whitby 

No. 

Yes. 

Woodstock 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1874. 

The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Arts,  in  his  report  for  this  year,  again  refers 
to  Beading  Booms  and  says  : — “ It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  popular  class  of  institutions 
will  continue  to  maintain  and  develop  their  'distinctive  characteristics,  that  of  promot- 
ing the  education  of  working  men  of  the  various  industries  of  life , and  that  they  will  not 
degenerate  into  mere  reading  rooms  for  the  reception  of  the  sensational  literature  of  the 
day.” 
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Forty-seven  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  for  1874  as  follows : — 


Aimora  Mechanics’  Institute . 

. .$300 

Norwood  Mechanics’  Institute 

100 

Ayr 

(( 

6( 

. . . 280 

Ottawa,  St.  Patrick’s 

66 

....  200 

Berlin 

( ( 

Ci 

. . . 108 

Parkhill  Mechanics’  Institute 

....  400 

Brampton 

( ( 

i ( 

...  400 

Peterboro’ 

66 

6 6 

....  400 

Brantford 

( 

. . . 400 

Paris 

66 

6 6 

....  400 

Brighton 

( i 

(( 

...  200 

Preston 

66 

....  400 

Clinton 

( i 

i ( 

. . . 400 

Eichmond  Hill 

(6 

6 6 

....  155 

Collingwood 

i ( 

u 

...  200 

St.  Catharines 

“ 

“ 

....  400 

Bundas 

( i 

i i 

...  400 

St.  Marys 

66 

“ 

...  400 

Durham 

i ( 

(( 

. . . 324 

St.  Thomas 

6 6 

66 

....  400 

Dunnville 

( ( 

i <■ 

. . . 400 

Smith’s  Falls 

66 

u 

....  150 

Flora 

( i 

“ 

. . . 400 

Sarnia 

“ 

66 

....  400 

Fergus 

( ( 

. . . 120 

Strathroy 

“ 

6 6 

....  400 

Galt 

( ( 

( ( 

...  400 

Streetsville 

“ 

K 6 

....  400 

Guelph 

U 

u 

. . . 400 

Schomberg 

66 

66 

....  200 

Grimsby 

( i 

“ 

. . . 134 

Simcoe 

66 

66 

....  400 

Hamilton 

u 

...  400 

Thorold 

“ 

6 6 

....  400 

Harriston 

u 

“ 

. . . 240 

Toronto 

66 

(( 

....  400 

Kincardine 

u 

u 

. . . 156 

Uxbridge 

6 6 

(( 

....  400 

London 

i i 

( i 

...  400 

Water  down 

66 

“ 

....  80 

Listowel 

u 

u 

. . . 400 

Woodstock 

i 6 

....  400 

Meaford 

i ( 

“ 

. . . 300 

Whitby 

i 6 

4 ( 

....  400 

Mitchell 

i ( 

i ( 

. . . 400 

Mount  Forest 

( ( 

( ( 

. . . 400 

Total  .... 

. .115,247 

Niagara 

u 

6 ( 

. . . 400 

Beading  Booms 

and  Evening 
Institutes  m 

Cla.sses  are  reported  to  have  been 

in  operation  in  the 

following  Mechanics’ 

1874 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening- 

Classes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

E vening 
Classes.- 

Aurora 

No. 

Yes. 

Milton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Ayr  

No. 

Yes. 

Mitchell  

Yes. 

No. 

Brampton  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Brantford  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Paris 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brighton  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Peterborough  . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Clinton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Preston 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood  . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Eichmond  Hill 

Yes. 

No, 

Dundas 

Yes. 

Yes. 

St.  Marys 

Yes. 

No. 

Dunnville  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Strathroy 

Yes. 

No. 

Flora 

No. 

Yes. 

Streetsville  . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Galt 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Grimsby  

Yes. 

No. 

Uxbridge 

No. 

Yes. 

Guelph 

Yes. 

No. 

Waterdown  . . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Hamilton 

Yes. 

No. 

Woodstock  . . . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Kincardine  . . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Whitby 

Yes. 

Yes. 

London 

Yes. 

Yes.  , 

1875. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  Eeport  for  this  year,  says  : — 

“It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  Eeturns  are  more  or  less  incomplete,  and 
such  Institutes  will  find  that,  in  order  to  procure  the  grant  in  future,  they  will  have  to 
fill  up  all  the  items  of  the  printed  Schedules,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  proceedings  of 
each  Institute  respectively.  The  returns  must  also  clearly  show  that  the  value  of  the 
grant,  with  the  amount  of  members’  subscriptions,  as  set  forth  in  the  Treasurers’  affi- 
davit, on  which  the  grant  is  apportioned,  have  been  actually  expended  for  purposes- 
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defined  by  Statute,  or  such  Institute  will  be  disqualified  for  receiving  any  further  aid 
till  that  condition  has  been  fully  complied  with.” 


Fifty-five  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  for  1875,  as  follows: — 


Aurora  Mechanics’  Institute $200  00 

Aylmer  “ “ 330  00 

Ayr  “ “ 180  00 

Barrie  “ “ 300  00 

Berlin  “ “ 400  00 

Bowmanville  “ 400  00 

Bracebridge“  “ 400  00 

Bradford  “ “ 104  00 

Brampton  “ “ 400  00 

Brantford  “ “ 400  00 

Brighton  “ “ 400  00 

Brussels  “ “ 376  00 

Clinton  “ “ 400  00 

CoUingwood"  “ 250  00 

Dundas  “ “ 400  00 

Durham  “ “ 108  00 

Flora  “ “ ......  400  00 

Fergus  “ “ 400  00 

Galt  “ “ 400  00 

Garden  Island  “ 400  00 

Guelph  “ “ 400  00 

Grimsby  “ “ 130  00 

Hamilton  “ “ 400  00 

Harriston  “ “ 400  00 

Hespeler  “ “ 156  00 

Kincardine  “ “ 106  00 

London  “ “ 400  00 

Milton  “ “ 200  00 


Mitchell  Mechanics’  Institute  ....  $400  00 

Newmarket  “ “ 260  00 

Niagara  “ “ 323  00 

Ottawa,  St.  Patrick’s  “ 200  00 

Paisley  “ “ 400  00 

Paris  “ “ 400  00 

Parkhill  “ “ 400  00 

Peterborough  “ 400  00 

Port  Elgin  “ “ 160  00 

Port  Hope  “ “ 400  00 

Port  Perry  “ “ 200  00 

Preston  “ “ 400  00 

Eichmond  Hill  “ 100  00 

St.  Catharines  “ 400  00 

St.  Marys  “ “ 400  00 

St.  Thomas  “ “ 400  00 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 150  00 

Sarnia  “ “ 400  00 

Seaforth  “ “ 400  00 

Simcoe  “ “ 400  00 

Stratford  “ “ 400  00 

Strathroy  “ “ 313  34 

Thorold  “ “ 400  00 

Toronto  “ “ 400  00 

Uxbridge  “ “ 400  00 

Woodstock  “ “ 400  00 

Wroxeter  “ “ 400  00 


Total $18,146  34 


Keading  Booms  and  Evening  Classes  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 
following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1875  : — 


Name  of  Institute. 

Beading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Aurora 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Aylmer  

Yes. 

No. 

Ayr 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Barrie 

Yes. 

No. 

Berlin 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brampton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brantford  

Yes. 

No. 

Brighton 

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Dundas  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Galt 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Garden  Island  . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Grimsby 

Yes. 

No. 

Guelph 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Hamilton 

Yes. 

No. 

Harriston  

Yes. 

No. 

Hespeler 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Kincardine  

Yes. 

Yes. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Mitchell  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Paris  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Peterborough  .... 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Port  Elgin 

No. 

Yes. 

Port  Hope  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Preston  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Eichmond  Hill  . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Sarnia 

Yes. 

No. 

Simcoe  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Stratford 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Strathroy  

Yes. 

No. 

Streetsville 

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Catharines .... 

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Mary’s  

Yes. 

No. 

St.  Thomas 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Uxbridge 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Woodstock 

Yes. 

Yes. 
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1876. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  Eeport,  says  : — “ It  is  very  difficult,  and  sometimes  quite 
impracticable,  for  Institutes  located  in  small  places  to  introduce  and  sustain  Evening 
Class  instruction,  except,  perhaps,  on  a very  limited  scale,  and  embracing  only  the  rudi- 
ments of  knowledge.  Every  earnest  endeavour  in  this  direction  should  always  receive 
encouragement,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  sustaining  the  character  and 
functions  of  this  class  of  educational  agencies.” 


Fifty-five  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  for  1876  : — 


Aurora  Mechanics’  Institute 

$ 70  00 

Paisley  Mechanics’ Institute.  . . 

. . .$334  00 

Ayr  “ “ 

Bracebridge  “ “ 

100  00 

Port  Elgin  “ 

Port  Hope  “ 

U 

. . . .50  00 

200  00 

(( 

. . . 400  00 

Brantford  “ “ 

400  00 

Port  Perry  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Bradford  “ “ 

400  00 

Preston  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Brussels  “ “ 

120  00 

Pembroke  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Clinton  “ “ 

400  00 

Peterboro’  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Collingwood  ” “ 

200  00 

Richmond  Hill  “ 

66 

. . . 100  00 

Dundas  “ “ 

400  00 

Sarnia  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Durham  “ “ 

208  64 

Seaforth  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Elora  “ “ 

400  00 

Simcoe  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Fergirs  “ “ 

400  00 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

66 

. . . 200  00 

Galt 

400  00 

Stratford  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Garden  Island  “ “ 

400  00 

Strathroy  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Grimsby  “ “ 

142  90 

St.  Catharines  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Guelph  “ ‘ ‘ 

400  00 

St.  Marys  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Hamilton  “ “ 

400  00 

Thorold  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Harriston  “ “ 

200  00 

Toronto  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Hespeler  “ 

236  00 

Uxbridge  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Kincardine  “ “ 

68  00 

Waterloo  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

Listowel  “ “ 

400  00 

Walkerton  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

London  “ “ 

400  00 

Welland  “ 

66 

. . . 200  00 

Milton  ‘‘  “ 

300  00 

Waterdown  “ 

66 

. . . 50  00 

Mitchell  “ “ 

400  00 

Whitby  “ 

66 

. . . 100  00 

Niagara  “ “ 

247  00 

Woodstock  “ 

66 

. . . 400  00 

T'Jnrwnorl 

100  00 

Wroxeter  “ 

66 

. ..  38  18 

Ottawa  St.  Patrick’s  “ 
Paris 

200  00 
400  00 

Total 

$16,424  72 

Parkhill  ‘ ‘ “ 

160  00 

Reading  Rooms  and  Evening 

Classes  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 

following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in 

1876:— 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading  Evening 

Room.  Classes. 

Aurora 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Garden  Island  .... 

. . . Yes. 

No. 

Ayr 

No. 

Yes. 

Grimsby 

. . . Yes. 

No. 

Barrie 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Guelph 

..  Ye-s. 

Yes. 

Bracebridge 

No. 

Yes. 

Hamilton 

..  Yes. 

Yes. 

Bradford 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Harriston 

. . . Yes. 

No. 

Brampton 

Yes. 

No. 

Hespeler 

..  Yes. 

Yes. 

Brantford 

Yes. 

No. 

Kincardine 

..  Yes. 

No. 

Brighton 

Yes. 

No. 

Listowel 

. . Yes. 

No. 

Clinton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

London 

Yes. 

Collingwood 

Yes. 

No. 

Milton 

. . Yes. 

No. 

Dundas 

Yes. 

No. 

Mitchell 

..  Yes. 

Yes. 

Galt 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Newmarket . 

..  No. 

Yes. 
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Name  of  Institute. 

Heading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Niagara 

. Y es. 

No. 

Simcoe 

. . Y’’es. 

No. 

Paisley 

. . Yes. 

No. 

Strathroy  

. . Yes. 

No. 

Parkhill 

. . Yes. 

No. 

Stratford 

. Yes. 

Yes. 

Paris 

. . Yes. 

Yes. 

Streetsville 

..  Yes. 

No. 

Peterboroitgh  

. Y’'es. 

Yes. 

St.  Marys 

. . Y"es. 

No. 

Petrolea 

. . Y^es. 

No. 

Toronto 

. . Y^es. 

Yes. 

Port  tiope 

. Yes. 

Yes. 

Uxbridge 

. . Yes. 

Yes. 

Preston 

. . Y"es. 

Yes. 

Waterdown 

..  Yes. 

No. 

Bichmoiid  Hill 

. Yes. 

No. 

Whitby 

. . Yes. 

Yes. 

Sarnia 

, Y^es. 

Yes. 

Woodstock 

. . Yes. 

Yes. 

Seaforth 

. . Yes. 

Yes. 

• 1877. 

An  Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  Agriculture,  Horticulture,.  Arts  and  Manufactures 
was  assented  to  on  the  2nd  of  March,  1877. 

As  several  important  changes  were  made,  and  very  few  Institutes  possess  a copy  of 
this  Act,  I have  inserted  the  different  clauses  which  refer  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  : — 

77.  Any  Mechanics’ Institute  incorporated  under  chapter  seventy-two  to  Me- 
of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  of  Canada,  or  by  a special  Act  of  Incorporation,  gtitutes 
having  established  a reading-room,  or  having  evening  classes  organized  for  the 
imparting  of  practical  instruction  to  its  pupils,  or  having  established  a library 

of  books  on  one  or  more  of  the  following  subjects,  namely  : — Mechanics, 
Manufactures,  Agriculture,  Horticulture,  Philosophy,  Science,  the  Fine  and 
Decorative  Arts,  History,  Travels,  Poetry,  and  Biography,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Province,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  such  reading-room,  class  instruction, 
or  library,  a sum  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year  : 

Provided  that  a sum  equal  to  one-half  the  amount  to  be  so  paid  by  the  Gov- 
ernment is  locally  contributed  or  appropriated,  or  has  been  expended  by  such  Proviso. 
Institute,  during  the  current  year  for  such  specific  object  or  objects  ; 

Provided  also,  that  any  Mechanics’  Institute  Avhich  shall,  during  four  months 
in  any  year,  have  in  operation  classes  in  which  instruction  is  given  by  com- 
petent teachers  in  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping, 
Mensuration,  Freehand,  Architectural  and  Alechanical  Drawing,  or  any  of  these 
four  subjects,  shall  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars  additional  for  each  fifty  pupils 
over  and  above  two  hundred  ; ' 

(2)  Not  more  than  one-fourth  the  total  amount  so  received  from  unap-  Proviso, 
propriated  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province,  and  so 
locally  contributed,  shall  be  expended  for  the  purpose  of  such  reading-room. 

(3)  The  amount  of  such  local  contribution  or  appropriation  shall  be  at- 
tested by  an  affidavit  made  by  the  Secretray  or  Treasurer  of  such  Institute 
as  may  apply  for  aid  (which  affidavit  may  be  in  form  of  Schedule  E to  this 
Act  annexed),  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  November  in  each  year.  (34  V. 
c.  23,  ss.  6 & 22  ; 36  V.  c.  36,  ss.  6,  10.)  * 

78.  Each  Institute  so  receiving  aid  shall  contribute  and  pay  over  to  Institute  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  “Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  Ontario”  five  cent^of  aldto 
per  centum  thereof  ; and  such  Institute  shall  also  cause  to  be  forwarded  to  Association  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  Mechanics’ 

of  Mechanics’ Institutes,  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  July  next  after  the 
end  of  any  Institute  year  in  which  a Government  grant  has  been  made,  a the  Commis- 
properly  certified  copy  of  its  annual  report  for  the  Institute  year  in  which  sioner. 
such  aid  has  been  granted,  in  which  shall  be  shown,  upon  schedules  to  be  fur- 
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nished  by  the  Commissioner,  that  the  specified  contribution,  appropriation  or 
expenditure,  and  also  the  Legislative  aid  received  by  such  Institute  for  that 
year,  has  been  disbursed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding 
section.  (34  V.  c.  23,  s.  6.) 


When  Me-  79.  No  Mechanics’  Institute  hereafter  established  shall  be  entitled  to 

chanios’  Insti-  participate  in  the  grants  provided  for  by  sections  seventy-seven  and  seventy- 
of  eight  of  this  Act,  until  the  year  following  its  formation,  nor  unless  notice  of  its 
this  Act.  formation  shall  have  been  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agi’iculture  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  December  of  the  year  preceding  that  for  which  the  first  appli- 
cation for  an  annual  grant  is  made.  (35  Y.  c.  32,  s.  5.) 


'Certain  Insti- 
tutes excluded 
from  Govern- 
ment grant. 


Business  year. 


80.  No  Mechanics’  Institute  organized  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  shall  be  entitled  to  share  in  the 
Government  grant,  except  such  as  shall  be  organized  in  Cities,  Towns  and 
Villages ; and  not  more  than  one  su*ch  Institute  in  any  City  or  Electoral 
District  thereof.  Town  or  Village  shall  share  in  such  grant.  (35  Vic.  c.  32, 
s.  9.) 


School  Inspec- 
tor to  inspect, 
&c.,  Mechan- 
ics’ Institutes. 


Proviso. 


When  Insti- 
tutes disintitl- 
•ed  to  Govern- 
ment grants. 


Fee  to 
Inspector. 


8 1 . The  business  year  of  every  Mechanics’  Institute  claiming  a grant 
under  this  Act  shall  end  on  the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year ; and  every  such 
Institute  shall  hold  its  annual  meeting  and  submit  its  annual  report  in  May 
in  each  year. 

83.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County,  City  or  Town  Inspector  of 
Schools  to  inspect  every  Mechanics’  Institute  in  his  County,  City  or  Town, 
at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  to  annually  audit  the  financial  affairs  of  said 
Institute,  and,  before  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  to  report  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  the  condition  and  standing  of  each  such  Mechanics’ 
Institute  : Provided  that  no  Inspector  be  appointed  an  Officer  of  any  Institute 
whose  accounts  he  may  have  to  audit.  (35  Vic.  c.  32,  s.  6.) 

83.  No  Mechanics’  Institute  shall  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  Govern- 
ment grant,  unless  the  Inspector  of  Schools  shall  report  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Ao-riculture  that  such  Mechanics’  Institute  shall  have  duly  complied  with 
all  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  of  the  several  Acts  relating  to  Mechanics’ 
Institutes.  (35  V.  c.  32,  s.  7.) 


84.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council  to  direct 
the  payment,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue,  of  a sum  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  to  each  Inspector  for  every  Mechanics’  Institute  which  he  may  inspect 
and  repott  upon  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture.  (35  V.  c.  32,  s.  8.) 


Fifty-eight  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1877,  as  follows: — 


Aylmer  Mechanics’ Institute $300  00 

Ayr  “ “ 80  00 

Barrie  “ “ 312  00 

Belleville  “ “ ■’^'00  00 

Bradford  “ “ 200  28 

Brampton  “ “ 100  00 

Brussels  “ “ 100  00 

Brantford  “ “ '100  00 

Blyth  “ “ 100  00 

Bowmanville  “ “ 250  00 

Clinton  “ “ 100  00 

Collingwood  “ “ 100  00 


Dundas  Mechanics’  Instit’te $400  00 

Durham  “ “ 126  00 

„Elora  “ “ 400  00 

Fergus  “ “ 400  00 

Galt  “ “ 400  00 

Garden  Island  “ “ 400  00 

Grimsby  ■ “ “ 200  00 

Guelph  “ “ 400  00 

Hamilton  “ “ 400  00 

Harriston  “ “ 200  00 

Hespeler  “ “ 200  00 

London  “ “ 400  00 
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Milton  Mechanics’  Institute . . . 

. . . $300  00 

Strathroy  Mechanics’ Inst’te  . . 

$400  00 

Mitchell  “ 

U 

...  400  00 

Stratford 

U 

u 

....  400  00 

Newmarket  “ 

u 

...  50  00 

Smith’s  Falls. 

U 

u 

150  00 

Niagara  “ 

(( 

. . . 250  00 

St.  Marys 

(C 

u 

....  400  00 

Norwich  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

St.  Catharines 

u 

“ 

400  00 

Ottawa  “ 

...  200  00 

Thorold 

a 

u 

....  400  00 

Paisley  “ 

(( 

...  176  26 

Thunder  Bay 

“ 

u 

....  400  00 

Paris  “ 

it 

...  400  00 

Toronto 

u 

400  00 

Parkhill  “ 

u 

...  389  00 

U xbridge 

a 

u 

....  400  00 

Pembroke  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

Walkerton 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Preston  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

W ardsville 

u 

(( 

....  400  00 

Port  Colborne  “ 

u 

...  200  84 

W aterloo 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Peterboro’  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

W aterdown 

a 

u 

80  00 

Port  Elgin  “ 

(( 

...  120  00 

W ingham 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Port  Hope  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

W oodstock 

u 

u 

....  400  00 

Richmond  Hill  “ 

u 

...  60  00 

W roxeter 

u 

lie 

113  20 

Seaforth  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

Sarnia  “ 

u 

...  400  00 

Total 

. .$18,157  58 

Reading  Rooms  and  Evening  Classes  ar( 
following  Mecnanics’  Institutes  in  1877  : — 


Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Belleville 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Bradford  

No. 

Yes. 

Brampton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brantford 

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Dundas 

Yes. 

No. 

Elora 

No. 

Yes. 

Galt 

Yes. 

No. 

Garden  Island 

Yes. 

No. 

Grimsby 

Yes. 

No. 

Guelph 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Hamilton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Harriston 

Yes. 

No. 

Hespeler  

Yes. 

Yes. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Milton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Mitchell 

Yes. 

No. 

repui’ted  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 


Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Paris 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Parkhill 

Yes. 

No, 

Paisley 

Yes. 

No. 

Pembroke 

Yes. 

No. 

Peterboro’ 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Port  Hope 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Preston 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Sarnia 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Seaforth  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Stratford  

Yes. 

Yes. 

St.  Marys  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Strathroy  

Yes. 

No. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Uxbridge  

Yes. 

Yes. 

W aterdown  

Yes. 

No. 

Waterloo  

No. 

Yes. 

W oodstock  

Yes. 

Yes. 

1878. 


Fifty-nine  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1878,  as  follows  : 


Ailsa  Craig  Mechanics’  Institute  $400  00 


Ayr 

Aylmer 

Belleville 

Bradford 

Berlin 

'Brighton 

Blyth 

Brussels 


100  00 
300  00 
400  00 
400  00 
400  00 
120  00 
143  50 
150  00 


Brantford 
Clinton 
Collingwood 
Claude 
Dundas 
Durham 
Elora 
Fergus 

Garden  Island 


Mechanics’ 


Institute  $400  00 

“ 400  00 

“ 400  00 

“ 210  84 

“ 400  00 

“ 126  00 

“ 400  00 

“ 400  00 

“ 400  00 
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Galt  Mechanic’s  Institute  .... 

$400 

00 

Sarnia  Mech 

anicH 

Institute 

. . $400  00 

Grimsbv  “ “ .... 

143 

66 

Seaforth 

. . 400  00 

Guelph  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

Smith’s  Falls 

iC 

. . 150  00 

Hamilton  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

Simcoe 

“ 

( ( 

400  00 

Harriston  “ “ .... 

200 

00 

Strathroy 

‘‘ 

a 

400  00 

Hespeler  “ “ .... 

200 

00 

Stratford 

a 

u 

400  00 

Kemptville  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

St.  Marys 

“ 

, . 300  00 

London  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

St.  Catharines 

“ 

“ 

400  00 

Milton  “ “ .... 

200 

00 

Toronto 

( i 

400  00 

Mitchell  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

Thorold 

u 

. . 400  00 

Meaford  “ “ .... 

100 

00 

'riiunder  Bay 

(6 

. . 400  00 

Niagara  “ ‘‘  .... 

200 

00 

Uxbridge 

(( 

. . 400  00 

Norwich  “ “ .... 

■ 270 

00 

Wardsville 

(( 

C( 

. . 200  00 

Ottawa  “ “ .... 

200 

00 

Waterloo 

n 

u 

. . 400  00 

Paris  ‘‘  “ . . 

400 

00 

Welland 

u 

u 

..  100  00 

Peterborough  “ .... 

400 

00 

Whitby 

i( 

(( 

..  400  00 

Parkhill  “ “ .... 

100 

00 

W inghani 

u 

(C 

. . 400  00 

Preston  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

W oodbridge 

“ 

u 

. . 294  92 

Port  Elgin  *•  “ .... 

230 

00 

Woodstock 

“ 

. . 400  00 

Port  Hope  “ “ .... 

400 

00 

Port  Col  borne  “ “ .... 

100 

00 

Total  . . . 

$18,188  92 

Richmond  Hill  “ “ .... 

50 

00 

Reading  Rooms  and  Evening  Classes  are  reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 
following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  1878  : — 


Name  of  In,stitiite. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Aylmer 

Yes. 

No. 

Belleville  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Bradford  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brantford  

Yes. 

No. 

Berlin 

Yes. 

No. 

Blyth  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Brighton 

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Dundas  

Yes. 

No. 

Durham 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Fergus 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Garden  Island  . . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Galt  

Yes. 

No. 

Grimsby 

Yes. 

No. 

Guelph  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Hamilton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Harriston  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Hespeler 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Kemptville 

Yes. 

No. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Milton 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Mitchell 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Norwich 

Yes. 

No. 

Paris  

Yes. 

No. 

Parkhill 

Yes. 

No. 

Peterboro’  

Y es. 

Yes. 

Preston  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Port  Hope  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Richmond  Hill  . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Sarnia  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Seaforth  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Stratford  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Strathroy  

St.  Mary’s 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 

Thorold  

Yes. 

No. 

Toronto  

Yes. 

Yes. 

U xbridge  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Waterloo 

No. 

Yes. 

Wardsville 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Whitby  

Yes. 

No. 

Wingham  

Yes. 

No. 

Woodstock 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1879. 


Seventy-four  Mechanics’ Institutes  received  Legislative  aid  in  1879,  as  follows  : — 


Alexandria  Mechanics’  Institute.  .$220  00 
Alliston  “ “ . . 400  00 

Arkona  “ “ . . 324  00 


i^.rthur  Mechanics’  Institute.  . . . 277  00 

Aylmer  “ “ 300  00 

Barrie  “ “ ....  400  00 
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Belleville  Mechanics’ 

Institute.  .$400  00 

Berlin 

U 

(( 

400  00 

Blyth 

(( 

(6 

132  00 

Bulton 

U 

U 

210  00 

Brantford 

(( 

U 

400  00 

Bradford 

(( 

U 

400  00 

Biigliton 

(( 

U 

120  00 

Brussels 

u 

(( 

50  00 

Chatham 

u 

a 

400  00 

Claude 

« 

116  00 

Clarksburg 

u 

(( 

245  70 

Clinton 

a 

400  00 

Collingwood 

(( 

200  00 

Dundas 

u 

u 

400  00 

Elora 

u 

(( 

400  00 

Ennotville 

u 

(( 

40  00 

Exeter 

u 

u 

400  00 

Fergus 

( ( 

(( 

400  00 

Fenelon  Falls 

u 

u 

400  00 

Galt 

u 

a 

400  00 

Garden  Island 

(( 

u 

400  00 

Grimsby 

(( 

u 

168  00 

Guelph 

u 

u 

400  00 

Hamilton 

{ ( 

(( 

400  00 

Harriston 

u 

200  00 

Hespeler 

(( 

u 

200  00 

Kingston 

u 

(( 

400  00 

London 

u 

u 

400  00 

Lucan 

(( 

u 

64  30 

Markham 

u 

i ( 

400  00 

Meaford 

(( 

“ 

100  00 

Mitchell 

u 

400  00 

Milton 

u 

u 

400  00 

Mount  Forest 

u 

• (( 

400  00 

Napanee 

(( 

u 

400  00 

Beading  Booms  and  Evening 

Classes  a 

following  Mechanics’  Institutes  in 

1879 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Ayr 

Aylmer  

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

No. 

Belleville 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Berlin 

Yes. 

No. 

Bradford 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Bra,ntford  . . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Blyth  

Yes. 

No. 

Brighton 

Yes. 

No. 

Clinton  

Aes. 

Yes. 

Collingwood 

Yes. 

No. 

Dundas  

Yes. 

No. 

Fergus 

No. 

Yes. 

Galt 

Yes. 

No. 

Garden  Island 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Grimsby  .... 

Yes. 

No. 

Guelph  

Yes. 

No. 

Hamilton  . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Newmarket  Mechanics’  Institute 

. . $51  00 

Niagara  “ 

. . 100  00 

Niagara  Falls  “ 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Oakville  “ 

U 

..  400  00 

Orangeville  “ 

ii 

..  400  00 

Paris  “ 

u 

. . 400  00 

Penetanguishene  “ 

u 

. . 400  00 

Peterboro’  “ 

(( 

. . 400  00 

Picton  “ 

u 

, . 400  00 

Port  Hope  “ 

u 

. . 400  00 

Port  Col  borne  “ 

a 

. . 100  00 

Prescott  “ 

u 

..  400  00 

Preston  “ 

(( 

..  400  00 

Bichmond  Hill  “ 

u 

. . 50  00 

Scarborough  “ 

(( 

..  400  00 

Sarnia  ‘ ‘ 

u 

..  400  00 

Seaforth  “ 

il 

. . 400  00 

Simcoe  “ 

u 

. . 400  00 

Smith’s  Falls  “ 

ii 

..  150  00 

Stratford 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Strathroy  “ 

ii 

..  400  00 

Streetsville  “ 

. . 400  00 

Stouffville  “ 

ii 

..  216  76 

St.  Catharines  “ 

ii 

..  400  00 

Thor  old  “ 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Toronto  “ 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Uxbridge  “ 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Wardsville  “ 

ii 

. . 200  00 

Waterdown  “ 

ii 

. . 80  00 

Waterloo  “ 

ii 

. . 300  00 

Welland 

ii 

. . 100  00 

Woodbridge  “ 

ii 

. . 170  50 

Woodstock  “ 

ii 

. . 400  00 

Total 

$22,885  26 

e reported  to  have  been  in  operation  in  the 

Name  of  Institute. 

Reading 

Room. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Harriston  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Hespeler 

Yes., 

AYs. 

Kemptville  

Yes. 

No. 

London  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Meaford  

No. 

Yes. 

Milton 

Yes. 

No. 

Mitchell  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Mount  Forest  .... 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Niagara  

Yes. 

No. 

Pans  

Yes. 

No. 

Peterboro’  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Port  Hope  

Yes. 

Yes. 

Preston  

Yes. 

No. 

Bichmond  Hill  . . 

Yes. 

No. 

Sarnia 

Yes. 

No. 

Seaforth 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Stratford 

YYs. 

Y'es. 
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Name  of  Institute. 

Strathroy  

St.  Catharines 

St.  Marys  

Thorold  

Toronto  

Thunder  Bay  . . . . 


Heading' 

Hoorn. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Name  of  Institute. 

Heading 

Hoorn. 

Evening 

Classes. 

Yes. 

No. 

Uxbridge 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 

Wardsville  

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 

Whitby  

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Wingham  

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Woodb  ridge 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 

Woodstock 

Yes. 

No. 

1880. 


In  1880  the  following  Act,  43  Vic.,  cap.  5,  was  passed,  transferring  the  supervision  1 
of  Mechanics’  Institutes  from  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  the  Minister  of  Educa-  1 
tion.  I 

■ I 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act.  | 

Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  As-  ^ 
sembly  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  enacts  as  follows ; — i 


Certain  pow-  1 . The  Association  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  Ontario,  Mechanics’ 
Institutes,  the  Ontario  Society  of  Artists  and  School  of  Art  and  Design  are 
sinner  of  Agri-  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Minister  of  Education  instead  of  the 
culture  trails-  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  and  shall  report  to  such  Minister  in  all  matters 
in  which,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act,  they  are 
respectfully  directed  to  report  to  such  Commissioner ; and  the  powers  and 
duties  by  the  said  Act  conferred  upon  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  in 
that  behalf,  are  all  transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  Minister  of  Education. 


ferred  to  the 
Minister  of 
Education. 


Evening 
classes  in 
mechanics’ 
institutes. 


3.  The  Education  Department  shall  have  power  to  make,  from  time  to 
time,  rules  and  regulations,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lieutenant-Grover- 
nor  in  Council,  for  the  instruction  in  physical  and  practical  science  to  be 
given  in  evening  classes  in  Mechanics’  Institutes,  and  for  the  apportionment 
of  sums  of  money  out  of  any  grants  to  be  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  such  classes,  and  also  for  sanctioning  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  libraries  of  such  Institutes,  in  other  subjects  than  those  expressly  author- 
ized by  the  said  Act and  the  purchases  of  any  books  or  apparatus  from  the 
Education  Department  by  Mechanics’  Institutes  shall  be  deemed  as  if  pur- 
chased by  public  institutions. 


/ 

■l' 

I 


Inspection  of 

mechanics’ 

institutes. 


3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Minister  of  Education  to  see  that  every 
Mechanics’  Institute,  at  least  once  in  each  year,  is  inspected,  and  the  finan- 
cial affairs  thereof  audited,  and  the  standing  of  each  Mechanics’  Institute 
ascertained  by  the  public  school  inspectors,  whose  remuneration  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  Education  Department,  from  time  to  time. 


3.  RESULTS  OP  PERSONAL  VISITS. 

The  Minister  of  Education  being  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  actual  standing  and 
working  details  of  the  Mechanics’  Institutes,  in  order  that  he  might  consider  their  effici- 
ency or  non-efficiency,  and  provide  for  the  improvement  of  these  Institutions  so  as  to 
make  them  of  more  practical  value  to  the  country,  appointed  me  to  visit  each  Institute 
and  confer  with  the  Directors  as  to  any  method  that  might  be  suggested  for  their  ad- 
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vancement;  also,  to  ascertain  the  following  information  for  the  year  ending  1st  May,  1880, 
and  also  for  the  previous  year  of  1879,  if  not  yet  reported  : — 

1.  Institutes. — The  number  of  Institutes  in  operation,  amount  received  from  Gov- 
ernment, etc. 

2.  Members. — The  number  of  members,  adults,  and  those  under  21  years  of  age, 
annual  subscription,  etc. 

3.  Meetings. — The  number  of  meetiugs,  average  attendance,  etc. 

4.  — Library. — Number  of  volumes  of  books  under  the  different  headings,  number 
issued  during  the  year,  amount  paid  for  books  during  the  year,  total  value  of  Library, 
etc. 

5.  Reading  Boom. — The  amount  charged  to  Heading  Eoom,  number  of  periodicals, 
newspapers,  etc.,  amount  paid  for  periodicals,  etc. 

6.  Evening  Classes. — Number  of  classes,  subjects  taught,  number  of  pupils,  average 
attendance,  fees  of  pupils,  amount  paid  for  instruction,  prizes,  the  principle  upon  which 
they  are  awarded,  etc. 

7.  Lectivres. — Number  of  lectures,  subjects,  cost  of  lectures,  receipts  from  lectures, 
etc. 

8.  Association  of  Mechanics'  Institutes. — The  amounts  paid  by  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tutes, and  to  ascertain  any  equivalents  they  get  therefor. 

9.  General  Details. — To  carefully  examine  the  working  details  of  each  Institute  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  any  improved  scheme  of  operation,  or  of  application  of  the 
Provincial  grant  for  such  objects  as  Mechanics’  Institutes  exist. 

I have  set  forth,  in  the  several  tables  annexed  to  this  report,  details  and  particulars 
respecting  each  Institute  visited  by  me  during  last  year.  From  this  it  will  appear  what 
Institutes  Pore  efficient  and  properly  conducted,  and  which  are  defective.  I now  proceed 
to  suggest  remedies  for  their  improvement,  and  the  removal  of  defects,  as  well  as  a more 
definite  construction  of  the  conditions  on  which  large  sums  of  money  are  granted  to 
them  by  the  Legislature  from  time  to  time. 

I must  thank  the  Officers  and  Directors  of  the  several  Mechanics’  Institutes  for 
their  promptness  in  supplying  me  with  information,  their  assistance  in  the  examination 
of  the  books  and  accounts  and  working  details,  and  their  general  courtesy  and  kindness. 
In  most  cases  every  facility  was  afforded  for  a full  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the 
Institute,  and  the  Directors  were  anxious  to  give  information  from  their  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  success  or  non-success  of  the  Institute. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  Directors  of  the  several  Institutes  expressed  themselves 
pleased  that  this  official  visit  was  being  made,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  arouse  such 
as  were  dormant  and  produce  better  work.  They  were  unanimous  in  opinion  that 
Evening  Classes  would  be  the  safeguard  of  these  Institutes  in  the  future ; they  also 
approved  of  rny  suggestions  in  reference  to  Libraries,  Museums,  Prizes,  Scholarships, 
etc.,  and  passed  resolutions  in  favour  thereof.  Members  of  the  press  attended  nearly 
all  the  meetings,  and  have  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  a revision  of  the  former 
system  of  management,  so  that  the  Institutes  might  become  of  more  practical  value. 
The  Mechanics’  Institutes,  as  a rule,  are  under  the  management  of  gentlemen  of  influence 
and  wealth,  and  possessing  enterprise,  education  and  intelligence.  Wherever  the  affairs 
of  an  Institute  have  not  been  properly  conducted,  it  has  arisen  either  from  not  under- 
standing the  conditions  of  the  Act,  or  from  following  the  course  of  their  predecessors 
in  office. 

From  what  I have  shown  in  the  historical  part  of  this  report,  it  is  clear  that  the  first 
Mechanics  Institutes  established  in  Upper  Canada  were  intended  to  impart  scientific 
education.  The  grants  to  Toronto  and  Kingston,  in  1835,  were  for  the  purchase  of 
philosophical  apparatus.  The  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1847 
for  ‘ persons  engaged  as  mechanics  and  others,”  for  “ organizing  a system  of  instruction  by 
means  of  lectures  and  classes.”  The  Hamilton  and  Gore  Mechanics’  Institute  was  incor- 
porated in  1849  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  scientific  and  literary  knowledge,  by  a 
library  of  reference,  a museum  of  natural  history,  science,  and  manufactures,  by  philo- 
sophical apparatus. 
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While  grants  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  annually  voted  by  the  Legislature,  they  9 
do  not  seem  to  have  made  any  returns  to  the  Government.  In  1857  the  Board  of  Arts  | 
and  Manufactures  was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Mechanics’  ^ 
Institutes,  and  “ promoting  the  development  of  mechanical  talent,  by  disseminating  instruc-  J 
tion  in  mechanics  and  kindred  sciences.”  Each  Mechanics’  Institute  had  the  power  to  1 
elect  and  accredit  to  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  one  delegate  for  every  twenty  | 
members  on  its  roll,  being  actual  working  mechanics  or  manufacturers. 

This  Board  was  authorized  to  establish  for  the  instruction  of  practical  mechanics  and  9 
artisans,  museums  of  substances  susceptible  of  being  used  in  mechanical  arts  and  ' ■ 
manufactures,”  also  to  form  museums,  and  found  schools  for  mechanics,  and  to  have  \ 
lectures  delivered  in  the  mechanical  arts  and  sciences.  There  is  sufficient  evidence 
to  show  that  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  intended  for  imparting  practical  instruction  to 
mechanics  and  others,  and  it  is  well  to  see  how  far  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
were  carried  out.  The  Government  had  been  very  liberal  to  them.  In  1857  the  grant 
was  $31,200,  of  which  Upper  Canada  received  $11,600,  but  no  returns  were  received,  and 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  issued  a circular  in  January,  1858,  asking  for  information 
as  to  Membership,  Library,  Reading  Room,  Evening  Classes,  Lectures  and  Finances.  ^ 
Although  143  Institutes  received  Legislative  grants  in  1857,  only  sixty-one  replied  to  the 
circular,  and  most  of  them  showed  that  the  so-called  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  only  cir- 
culating libraries.  The  consequence  was  that  the  Government  grant  was  decreased  in  i 
1858  from  .$200  to  $140  to  each  Institute,  and  after  1858  the  grant  was  discontinued  ; 
altogether. 

For  the  next  two  years  Mechanics’  Institutes  had  a struggling  existence,  partly  owing  i 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Government  aid  and  partly  from  the  want  of  interest  taken  by  the  ; 
members  themselves. 

Although  the  Board  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  laid  down  an  admirable  scheme  for 
-establishing  a School  of  Design,  Industrial  Museum,  and  Evening  Classes,  the  grant  of 
$2000  was  not  sufficient,  as  stated  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  his  Report,  to  fully  ' 
carry  out  even  one  of  these  objects,  and  the  Board  was  consequently  abolished  in  1868.  j 
In  this  year  Government  assistance  was  again  given  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  and  a new  ! 
era  began. 

The  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act  was  amended,  and  the  Ontario  Legislature  granted  ^ 
aid  to  the  extent  of  one  dollar  for  every  dollar  raised  from  local  sources  up  to  a maximun 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  for  the  organization  of  Evening  Glasses,  and  the  imparting  of  ' 
practical  instruction  to  its  pupils,  and  for  the  establishing  of  a technical  library.  ' 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  Reports  of  1868-9-70,  refers  to  the  necessity  of  adult  in'  \ 
struction.  | 

In  1871  an  amendment  to  the  Act  was  passed,  increasing  the  maximun  grant  from  3 
$200  to  $400,  and  providing  that  each  Institute  receive  two  dollars  for  each  dollar  locally  1 
contributed.  The  Institutes  were  now  allowed  to  purchase  books  on  history  and  travels  for  J 
their  library.  The  Commissioner  again  directs  attention  to  Evening  Classes,  and  says,  “ It  ji 
is  the  characteristic  work  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  to  teach  the  application  of  knowledge  | 
acquired  in  ordinary  schools  to  the  practical  purposes  of  life,  including  such  technical  9 
subjects  as  specially  relate  to  the  every  day  pursuits  of  the  various  classes  of  the  work-  ' 
ing  population.” 

Evening  class  instruction  is  continually  referred  to  in  the  Reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  and  Arts,  as  being  the  principal  aim  which  Mechanics’  Institutes 
should  have  in  view.  ' 

It  is  therefore  plain,  that  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  established  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  the  working  classes  by  means  of  Evening  Classes  and  practical  instruction.  I : 
will  hereafter  show  how  far  the  oi’iginal  plan  has  been  departed  from,  and  whether  these 
Institutes  are  accomplishing  the  objects  for  which  they  receive  Provincial  aid.  It  is 
desirable  that  I should  first  point  out : 


1.  ThK  ADVANTA  iliS  OF  Ev'ENING  CLASSES  IN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES. 


Every  person  will  graut  that  the  products  of  labour  are  in  proporcion  to  the  skill  of 
the  labourer. 

Everett  says:-^“I  will  thank  any  person  to  tell  why  it  is  expedient  and  benehcial 
in  a community  to  make  provision  for  teaching  the  elements  of  learning,  and  not  expe- 
dient or  beneficial  to  make  similar  provision  to  aid  the  learner’s  progress  towards  the 
mastery  of  the  most  difficult  branches  of  science.” 

In  order  to  study  the  advantages  of  education  to  the  occupations  of  adult  life,  we' 
must  consider  of  what  these  occupations  consist.  To  speak  in  broad  terms — in  a com- 
paratively new  country  like  this — we  may  say  they  consist  of  two  classes:  the  producers 
natural  wealth,  and  the  producers  of  industrial  wealth.  The  first  are  those  engaged 
ii  producing  food  and  the  raw  materials  used  in  the  industrial  arts,  and  the  second  are 
tiose  engaged  in  using  the  raw  material  as  a basis  on  Avhich  to  expend  their  skill  and 
t;Tste  in  the  manufacture  of  articles  for  our  requirements  and  comforts.  These  two 
classes  are  the  real  producers  of  wealth  to  the  country,  and  are  those  who  most -require 
to  be  educated.  Labour  is  valuable  in  proportion  to  the  skill  employed,  and  increases 
till  value  of  the  raw  material  in  proportion  to  the  labour  expended  in  producing  the  manu-- 
facured  goods.  This  was  not  formerly,  properly  understood.  England,  as  a manufac- 
turhg  nation,  regarded  science,  as  applied  to  labour,  with  general  distrust,  and  the  rapid 
prog-ess  of  other  nations  by  its  means  was  stoutly  denied,  and  it  was  considered  a 
marl  of  patriotism  to  maintain  that  England’s  industrial  supremacy  was,  and  ever 
shoud  be,  unshaken. 

1 was  not  until  the  Industrial  Exhibition  of  1851  that  the  advantage  of  science, 
when  applied  to  manufactures,  was  fully  valued.  It  was  then  found  that  the  skill  of 
the  mchanics  in  France  and  other  continental  countries  enabled  the  manufacturers  to 
exhihhgoods  superior  in  excellency  of  finish  and  design  to  those  exhibited  by  England. 
The  co.sequence  was,  the  manufacturers  became  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  their  prestige, 
and  theStatesmen  of  England  wisely  determined  that  the  only  way  for  them  to  recover 
their  fomer  position,  was  by  the  establishment  of  a Department  of  Science  and  Art  with 
affiliate!  Schools.  The  result  was,  that  at  the  next  Exhibition  held  in  London  in  1862, 
the  worlnanship  of  England  was  reported  to  have  been  not  only  equal,  but  in  many 
respects, superior  to  that  of  the  French  workmen.  Previous  to  this,  it  was  customary  in 
many  of  die  great  manufaxjturies  of  Great  Britain,  to  employ  foreigners  as  operatives  in 
certain  dpartments  requiring  special  scientific  knowledge.  Foreign  chemists  were  also 
employedin  English  laboratories,  but  this  is  no  longer  the  case.  Owing  to  the  fostering 
care  of  t.e  Society  of  Arts,  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  sprang  into  existence,  and  by 
means  of  Ivening  Classes,  etc.,  educated  the  workmen,  and  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  princijes  of  Science  and  Art.  It  is  now  an  acknowledged  fact  that  the  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  if  Great  Britain  (more  frequently  denominated,  Working  Mens’  Clubs  and 
Institutes)have  been  the  means  of  instructing  mechanics  in  the  principles  of  Chem- 
istry, iSiatual  Philosophy,  and  Applied  Science  generally;  and  thus  enhanced  the  value 
of  productius,  and  enriched  the  resources  of  the  country. 

If  thisvvas  needed  in  a country  overflowing  with  wealth  and  population,  how  much 
more  so  is  i required  in  a new  country  with  small  capital.  It  is  here  that  special  ex- 
cellence in  te  workmen  will  assist  in  winning  manufacturing  success.  The  mechanics 
of  Canada  hye  as  much  original  genius  and  natural  talent  as  is  to  be  found  in  any 
country  in  tl  world,  and  all  that  they  require,  is  to  be  taught  the  principles  of  the  arts 
and  sciences  n which  the  manufacturing  processes  depend,  and  there  will  be  no  fear  of 
this  country  ot  being  fully  supplied  with  skilled  workmen. 

We  havmow  arrived  at  that  stage  of  civilization  and  progress  which  necessitates  in- 
creased skill  i our  manufactures,  our  people  are  now  becoming  better  educated,  they 
have  a more  idned  taste  than  formerly,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  the  inferior  articles 
wh'ich  were  th  admiration  of  their  forefathers  fifty  years  ago.  The  consequence  is,  that 
if  Canadian  imufacturers  cannot  produce  the  goods  rei[uired, — those  which  will  gratify 
the  taste  by  tlir  beauty  and  will  not  only  look  well  but  wear  well,  the  goods  will  have 


40 


to  be  imported,  and  if  we  want  to  prevent  foreign  importation  we  must  provide  scientific 
education.  We  cannot  have  skilled  workmanship  unless  we  train  our  workmen. 

The  School  of  Practical  Science  is  open  to  mechanics  as  well  as  others,  and  the 
advantages  of  the  scientific  education  thus  wisely  provided  by  the  Government  through 
this  Institution,  will  enable  any  student  to  be  fully  instructed  in  such  subjects  as  will 
promote  higher  proficiency  in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  arts  ; but  there  is  much 
of  useful  and  necessary  instruction  to  be  gained  by  every  mechanic,  artisan  and  trades- 
man, which  the  Mechanics’  Institute  can  and  should  most  readily  supply  in  their  different 
.localities,  and  they  should  be  encouraged  to  devote  much  of  their  energies  and  means  to 
this  important  object. 

Having  now  shown  that  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  originally  intended,  principally 
for  imparting  practical  instruction  to  the„working  classes,  and  pointed  out  the  advantages 
of  Evening  Classes,  I shall  proceed  to  discuss 

2.  The  Present  Standing  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  Ontario. 


The  number  of  Mechanics,  Institutes  that  received  Legislative  aid,  and  the  amouits 


paid  by  Government  from 

1868  to  1879-80 

were  as  follows  : — 

j 

1868 — 13  Institutes 

were 

paid . 

.$1,610  00 

1874 — 47  Institutes 

were 

paid 

..$15,247/00 

1869—26 

do 

do 

do  . 

. 3,307  41 

1875—55  do 

do 

do 

. . 18,14f34 

187C— 24 

do 

do 

do  . 

. 2,947  70 

1876  -55  do 

do 

do 

. . 16,42t  72 

1871-43 

do 

do 

do  . 

.12,598  04 

1877—58  do 

do 

do 

. . 18,lff  58 

1872—41 

do 

do 

do  . 

.11,005  96 

1878—59  do 

do 

do 

. 18,lf8  92 

1873—39 

do 

do 

do  . 

.11,534  96 

1879—74  do 

do 

do 

. . 22,^^5  26 

It  Avill  be  seen 

from  the  above  that  the 

largest  number  of  Institutes 

that  rjbeived 

L ‘gislative  assistance  from  1868  to  1878,  was  59  in  1878.  / 

The  average  number  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  that  received  Legislative  aid,  frtfn  186^ 
to  1878  is  only  about  one  half  of  the  number  that  received  aid  in  1858.  Therefce,  (vith 
all  the  liberal  amendments  to  the  Statutes  acceeded  to  by  the  Government,  tin  larges^ 
number  that  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  Statute  in  any  one  year,  fromlSSS  to 
1868,  was  only  59,  being  a less  number  than  was  in  operation  20  years  before.  Ilotwith- 
stancling  this,  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  have  been  reported  to  the  Government  iS  gradu- 
al ly  increasing  in  popularity  and  prosperity.  j 

A serious  question  for  consider-ation  arises  here,  whether  too  much  pecuniry  assist- 
ance by  the  Government  to  these  Institutes  does  not  create  an  apathy  and  crelessness 
among  the  members  and  directors.  I find  that  other  literary  societies  whic,  are  self- 


supporting  have  sprung  up  and  flourished  in 


some 


places  where  Media  nics’Institutes 


have  failed.  In  England,  these  Institutes  are  almost  wholly  dependent  upoidocal  sub- 
scriptions, the  only  government  assistance  they  receive  being  paid  through  th^ommittee 
of  Council  on  Education  and  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  for  Evening  Cksses. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  Government  grant  is  now  given  on  a wrong  ksis.  Any 
small  Institute  can  get  $400  by  making  an  affidavit  that  it  will  expend  $20)  from  local 
sources.  Application  in  good  faith  is  made  for  this  large  grant,  intending  to  raig$200  forth- 
Avith,  but  it  is  found  that  even  $400  Avorth  of  books  in  one  year  is  more  thafis  required. 
At  the  next  annual  meeting  new  directors  are  elected,  who  do  not  feel  dispo^d  to  canvas 
for  moneys  to  defray  responsibilities  incurred  by  their  predecessors,  and  thi^oes  on  from 
year  to  year,  and  as  they  cannot  get  a new  grant  until  they  comply  with  theonditions  of 
the  Statute,  they  are  unable  to  pui-chase  new  books,  and  the  subscribers  gidually  leave, 
and  the  Institute  becomes,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  defunct  for  severajyears.  This 
can  readily  be  understood  by  referring  to  Abstract  Table  A,  shoAving  the  aibunts  paid  to 
Mechanics’  Institutes  since  1868.  It  Avill  be  found  that  70  institutes  di(;‘not  conform 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Statute  by  expending  the  amounts  that  theyfgreed  to  ex- 
pend during  the  years  in  which  they  received  Government  grants. 
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The  membership  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  has  not  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
amounts  annually  paid  them  from  Legislative  grants ; this  will  be  clearly  seen  from  ab- 
stract Table  B,  which  shows  the  number  of  members  for  each  year,  from  1868  to  1879-80, 
so  far  as  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Institutes.  From  this  table  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  members  has  gradually  decreased  in  some  of  the  Institutes  since  they 
have  been  in  operation.  The  following  are  extracts  from  Table  B : — 


Ayr  

.had  147  members  in 

1870,  but  only 

48 

in  1880. 

Barrie  

(( 

105 

U 

1873, 

44 

65 

“ 1880. 

Berlin  

U 

135 

u 

1873, 

44 

83 

“ 1880. 

Bradford 

U 

131 

u 

1879, 

44 

93 

“ 1880. 

Brantford 

u 

176 

u 

1877, 

44 

130 

“ 1880. 

Brussels  

ii 

90 

u 

1877, 

44 

28 

“ 1880. 

Clinton 

a 

240 

(( 

1876, 

44 

140 

“ 1880. 

Mitchell  

u 

229 

u 

1875, 

44 

166 

“ 1880. 

Newmarket  . . . 

u 

155 

u 

1874, 

44 

62 

“ 1880. 

Paris  

u 

198 

u 

1875, 

44 

140 

“ 1880. 

Port  Elgin  . . . 

u 

115 

1872, 

44 

54 

“ 1880. 

Preston  

u 

113 

i( 

1872, 

44 

65 

“ 1880. 

Bichmond  Hill . 

( ( 

89 

(.( 

1873, 

44 

57 

“ 1880. 

Simcoe 

u 

208 

u 

1875, 

“ 

117 

“ 1880. 

Stratford 

u 

175 

a 

1868, 

44 

91 

“ 1880. 

Strathroy 

u 

341 

1874, 

44 

139 

“ 1880. 

St.  Mary’s  . . . . 

u 

294 

(.4 

1876, 

44 

147 

“ 1880. 

O'horold 

u 

186 

44 

1876, 

104 

“ 1880. 

Waterdown  . . . 

u 

42 

U 

1873, 

44 

16 

“ 1880. 

Whitby  

u 

171 

44 

1874, 

44 

109 

“ 1880. 

Wingham 

<.i 

126 

44 

1878, 

44 

97 

“ 1880. 

Woodb ridge  . . 

u 

130 

44 

1879, 

44 

65 

“ 1880. 

Woodstock  . . . 

u 

302 

44 

1877, 

44 

256 

“ 1880. 

From  reference  to  Abstract  Table  B,  I find  that  about  50  Institutes  have  either  be- 
<eome  defunct,  or  their  inembership  is  less  in  1880  than  it  was  in  previous  years.  This  is 
certainly  a very  bad  proof  of  their  prosperity. 


The  following  table  shows  the  subscriptions  received  from  members  ; also,  the  amounts 
■of  Legislative  grants  paid  to  these  Institutes,  for  the  business  year  terminating  1st  May, 
1880 

Names  of  Institutes. 

Alexandria 

Alliston  

Arkona  

Arthur 

Aylmer  

Bolton  . . 

Barrie 

Belleville  

Blyth  

Berlin 

Brighton 

Bradford  

Brantford  

Brussels  

Chatham 

Clarksburg 

Claude 

Clinton  

Colhngwood  .... 


Members’ 

Lesjislative 

Members’ 

Legislative 

Subscriptions. 

Grants. 

Xiis  Li  L Li  If  • 

Subscriptions. 

Grants. 

$ 15  00 

^220 

00 

Dun  das  

$119  25 

$400  00 

27  45 

400 

00 

Elora  

156  05 

400  00 

67  66 

324 

00 

Ennotville 

12  00 

40  00 

55  50 

277 

00 

Exeter 

400  00 

102  75 

300 

00 

Fenelon  Falls .... 

106  00 

400  00 

210 

00 

Fergus  

87  50 

400  00 

62  25 

400 

00 

Galt 

312  85 

400  00 

811  13 

400 

00 

Grimsby 

84  35 

168  00 

40  00 

132 

00 

Guelph 

338  09 

400  00 

29  00 

400 

00 

Garden  Island .... 

202  00 

400  00 

71  75 

120 

00 

Hamilton 

1470  80 

400  00 

85  75 

400 

00 

Harriston  

157  25 

200  00 

150  63 

400 

00 

Hespeler 

76  05 

200  00 

14  50 

50 

00 

Kingston 

268  00 

400  00 

431  00 

400 

00 

London  

382  50 

400  00 

37  80 

245 

70 

Lucan 

1 00 

64  30 

52  00 

116 

00 

Markham 

59  00 

400  00 

75  70 

400 

00 

Meaford  

24  57 

100  00 

243  95 

200 

00 

Milton 

61  00 

400  00 
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Names  of  Institutes. 
Mitchell  

Members’ 

Subscriptions. 

$9.5  05 

Legislative 

Grants. 

$400  00 

Names  of  Institutes. 
Scarborough  .... 

Members’ 

Subscrijitions. 

$60  30 

Legislative 

Grants. 

$400  04 

Mount  Forest .... 

43  50 

400 

00 

Simcoe 

57  00 

400  00 

Napanee 

177  37 

400 

00 

Smith’s  Falls  . . . .' 

66  00 

150  00 

Newmarket 

37  00 

51 

00 

Stratford 

150  00 

400  00 

Niagara  

54  74 

100 

00 

Strathroy  

80  00 

400  00 

Niagara  Falls  .... 

80  55 

400 

00 

Streetsville 

53  54 

400  00 

Oakville 

133  20 

*400 

00 

Stouffville  

51  05 

216  76 

Orangeville 

100  00 

400 

00 

Seaforth  

234  00 

400  00 

Paris  

240  50 

400 

00 

St.  Catharines .... 

400  00 

Penetanguishene . . 

60  00 

400 

00 

Thorold  

96  00 

400  00 

Peterboro’  

249  50 

400 

00 

Toronto  

2,485  27 
235  50 

400  00 

Picton 

243  06 

400 

00 

Uxbridge 

400  00 

Port  Colborne .... 

74  87 

100 

00 

Waterdown 

14  00 

SO  00 

Port  Hope 

280  25 

400 

00 

Welland  

79  00 

100  00 

Prescott 

110  00 

400 

00 

W oodbridge 

57  50 

170  50 

Preston  

127  50 

400 

00 

Woodstock 

440  00 

400  00 

Richmond  Hill  . . 

51  75 

50 

00 

Wardsville  

30  00 

200  00 

Sarnia 

147  22 

400 

00 

Waterloo 

111  00 

300  00 

This  table  is  of  itself  a sufficient  proof  that  the  present  system  of  distributing  the 
Legislative  grant  is  not  established  on  equitable  principles  While  a few  Institutes  have 
received  more  from  members’  subscriptions  than  the  Legislative  apportionment,  a large  num- 
ber have  only  realized  from  members’  fees  from  5 per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  amount 
received  from  the  Government  grant. 


The  following  Institutes  did  not  receive  $50  as  members’  subscriptions  during  the 


past  year 
Alexandria 

Mechanics’  Institute . 

.$15  00 

Ennotville  Mechanics’ 

Institute . 

.$12 

00 

Alliston 

U U 

. 27 

45 

Lucan 

u 

U 

. 1 

00 

Blyth 

a a 

. 40 

00 

Mount  Forest 

u 

. 43 

50 

Berlin 

u u 

. 29 

00 

Newmarket 

U 

a 

. 37 

00 

Brussels 

u u 

. 14 

50 

Waterdown 

(( 

u 

. 14 

00 

Clarksburg 

u a 

. 37 

80 

Wardsville 

U 

(( 

. 30 

00 

The  following  Institutes  received  from  $• 
Arkona  Mechanics’  Institute $67  66 

50  to  $100  from  members  : — 
Niagara  Falls  Mechanics’  Inst. 

.$80  55 

Arthur 

u u 

. 55 

50 

Penetanguishene 

u 

. 60 

00 

Barrie 

a u 

. 62 

25 

Port  Golborne 

U 

u 

. 74 

87 

Bradford 

U (( 

. 85 

75 

Richmond  Hill 

u 

u 

. 51 

75 

Brighton 

U 

. 71 

75 

Scarboro’ 

u 

u 

. 6*0 

30 

Claude 

u u 

. 52 

00 

Simcoe 

u 

u 

. 57 

00 

Clinton 

u u 

75 

70 

Smith’s  Falls 

a 

u 

. 66 

00 

Fergus 

U i 

1 

. 87 

50 

Strathroy 

u 

u 

. 80 

00 

Grimsby 

u a 

. 84 

35 

Streetsville 

( ( 

u 

. 53 

84 

Hespeler 

((  (( 

. 76 

05 

Stouffville 

u 

u 

. 51 

05 

Markham 

u u 

. 59 

00 

Thorold 

u 

u 

. 96 

00 

Milton 

u u 

. 61 

00 

Welland 

u 

u 

. 79 

00 

Mitchell 

((  a 

. 95 

05 

Woodbridge 

u 

(( 

. 57 

50 

Niagara 

U (( 

. 54 

74 

(1)  Meetings. 

In  a few  Institutes  the  Directors  hold  monthly  meetings,  but  in  the  majority  of  the 
Institutes  meetings  are  only  called  when  specially  required,  and  in  many  cases  this  is  only 
once  a year  for  the  annual  meeting.  The  average  attendance  at  meetings  is  only  fair  ; in 
some  few  cases  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  a quorum. 


*For  1878. 
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(2)  Libraries. — The  number  of  volumes  in  Libraries — Total  volumes  issued,  etc. 

Abstract  Table  C,  shows  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  each  Institute  so  far  as 
reported,  from  1868  to  1880.  Abstract  Table  D,  shows  the  total  number  of  volumes 
issued,  with  the  proportion  of  works  of  fiction  in  each  library,  also  the  number  of  works 
of  fiction  issued. 

The  experience  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  England,  shows  that  the  circulation  of 
each  volume  in  their  libraries  amounted  to  six  issues  annually.  At  Leicester,  the  average 
of  issues  was  13  or  14  per  volume  a year. 

Table  D shows  that  there  is  a large  proportion  of  works  of  fiction  in  the  majority  of 
the  Libraries  of  Mechanics’  Institutes. 

There  has  been  no  question  connected  with  Mechanics’  Institutes  so  much  discussed 
as  that  of  the  reading  of  fiction.  Some  contend  that  it  is  not  in  the  province  of  the 
Government  to  furnish  the  people  with  mere  recreation,  and  others,  from  a religious  point 
of  view,  say  that  it  is  wicked  to  read  novels ; on  the  other  hand  some  boldly  assert  that 
the  Public  Libi’ary  cannot  refuse  to  supply  whatever  the  public  sentiment  calls  for. 

The  Directors  of  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute,  in  their  Report  of  1878-9,  state  that 
there  were  32,920  volumes  issued  during  the  year,  classified  as  follows : — 


Biography 595 

Fiction 25,209 

History 812 

Miscellaneous  875 

Poetry  247 


Periodicals  3,281 

Science  and  Art  511 

Voyages  and  Travels 1,111 

Works  of  Reference 107 

Religious 172 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Report; — “ 25,209  volumes  of  fiction  appear 
large  in  an  issue  of  32,920,  but  the  experience  of  Public  Libraries,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  England,  is  in  this  respect  the  same  as  here.  Your  Directors,  therefore,  think 
it  is  useless  to  repeat  the  stereotyped  regret  upon  this  subject,  expressed  annually  in  all 
the  Reports  of  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  Ontario,  as  it  is  clearly  impossible  to  have  it 
otherwise.” 

I give  this  as  the  opinion  of  the  Directors  of  the  most  financially  successful  Mechanics’ 
Institute  Library  in  Ontario.  I find,  however,  that  it  is  quite  at  variance  with  the  opinions 
of  experienced  librarians  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  report  of  a free  library  in  Germantown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  1874.  This  library  is  frequented  by  artisans  and  working  people  of  both  sexes, 
and  novels  are  entirely  excluded  : — 

“ In  watching  the  use  of  our  Library  as  it  is  more  and  more  resorted  to  by  the 
readers  of  our  community,  I have  been  much  interested  in  its  influence  in  weaning  them 
from  a desire  for  works  of  fiction.  On  first  joining  the  Library,  the  new  comers  often 
ask  for  such  works,  but  failing  to  procure  them,  and  having  their  attention  turned  to 
works  of  interest  and  instruction,  in  almost  every  instance  they  settle  down  to  good 
reading  and  cease  to  ask  for  novels.  I am  persuaded  that  much  of  the  vitiated  taste 
is  cultivated  by  the  purveyors  to  the  reading  classes,  and  that  they  are  responsible  for 
an  appetite  they  often  profess  to  deplore,  but  certain  to  cater  to,  under  the  plausible  ex- 
cuse that  the  public  will  have  such  works.” 

The  Committee  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  in  its  Report  of  1875,  referring  to 
ephemeral  literature,  says  “ it  fosters  discontent  with  the  peaceful  homely  duties  which 
constitute  a large  portion  of  average  men  and  women’s  lives;  and  notwithstanding  many 
popular  notions  to  the  contrary,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a municipality  to  raise 
taxes  for  the  amusement  of  the  people,  unless  the  amusement  is  tolerably  sure  to  be 
conducive  to  the  higher  ends  of  good  citizenship.” 

Novel  reading  has  also  been  described  as  intellectual  dram  drinking,  afl’ording  a 
temporary  exhilaration,  but  ultimately  emasculating  both  mind  and  character ; and  as 
the  Turk  eats  opium,  the  Hindoo  chews  betel  nut,  and  the  civilized  Christian  reads,  so 
opium,  betel  nut,  and  novels,  all  alike  tend  to  produce  that  dizzy,  dreamy,  drowsy  state 
of  mind  which  unfits  a man  for  all  the  active  duties  of  life.  Apart  from  the  evil  influ- 
ence of  continuous  novel  reading  on  the  morals  of  the  people,  I may  also  refer  to  its 
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effects  as  described  by  prominent  physicians.  They  state  it  to  be  a cause  of  evil  to 
youth  of  both  sexes,  and  disorders  of  nerve  centres,  which  have  so  alarmingly  increased 
of  late  years,  have  been  caused  by  the  enervating  influence  of  the  prevalent  romantic 
literature.  Dr.  Eae,  in  his  treatise  upon  Mental  Hygiene,  referring  to  the  effect  of 
novel  reading  in  America,  says  : — “ The  volumes  of  trash  poured  forth  daily,  weekly  and 
monthly,  are  appalling.  Many  minds  which,  if  confined  to  a few  volumes,  would  be- 
come valuable  thinkers,  are  lost  in  the  wilderness  of  brilliant  and  fragrant  weeds.” 

In  the  supply  of  novels  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  the  mean  between  the  two  extremes 
of  excluding  fiction  and  supplying  in  unlimited  quantities  is  doubtless  the  true  view  of 
the  case.  The  Directors  or  the  Library  Committee  are  bound  to  supply  those  books 
which  will  produce  the  best  results,  at  the  same  time,  for  them  to  purchase  indiscrimin- 
ately because  there  is  a great  demand  for  this  class  of  books,  is  making  their  office  a 
merely  mechanical  and  prefunctory  one,  and  in  time  the  Library  would  become  a mere 
slop-shop  of  sensational  fiction. 

The  Library  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  of  San  Francisco  may  be  classed  as  a 
representative  one  to  be  copied.  Established  in  1866,  the  assets  of  the  Institute  are 
now  valued  at  $120,000.  The  annual  revenue  of  the  Library  is  estimated  at  $13,000. 
The  Library  contains  over  6,000  volumes  in  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  and 
the  Directors  state  that  it  is  their  purpose  to  build  up  for  the  city  the  best  possible  col- 
lection for  reference,  of  works  on  the  Practical  Sciences  and  Mechanical  Arts.  At  the 
same  time  they  found  it  necessary  to  purchase  a certain  proportion  of  works  of  fiction. 
The  purchases  of  new  books  made  after  the  establishment  of  a Scientific  Library,  from 
1871  to  1874,  was  in — 

1871 — Science  about  584  ; Fiction,  687  ; Miscellaneous,  712. 

1872  “ 726  “ 607  “ 583. 

1873  “ 246  “ 605  “ 405. 

^ 1874  “ 284  “ 605  “ 372. 

The  average  annual  addition  is  always  about  1,800  volumes?,  of  which  one-fourth  be- 
longs to  the  department  of  Mechanical  Science  and  Art. 

The  amount  paid  for  books  by  each  Institute  in  1879-80,  and  the  total  value  of  their 
libraries,  will  be  found  in  the  separate  reports  of  the  Institutes  in  Appendix. 


(S)  Reading  Rooms. — Amounts  charged  to  Reading  Rooms,  number  of  Newspapers, 
Periodicals ; amounts  paid,  etc.  — 

In  1873,  the  Act  was  amended  so  as  to  allow  one-fourth  of  the  total  amount  received 
from  the  Government,  and  that  locally  contributed,  to  be  expended  for  the  purposes  of  a 
Reading  Room. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  trace,  so  far  as  possible,  the  progress  of  Reading  Rooms  from 
the  time  this  Act  was  passed,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  amounts  charged  to  Reading  Rooms, 
and  the  number  of  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and  Periodicals  purchased.  This  can  only 
be  done  so  far  as  the  Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Arts  show  both 
of  these  items  ; in  some  cases  only  the  amounts  expended  are  entered,  in  others,  only  the 
number  of  Periodicals  are  given,  and  others,  again,  have  charged  $150  for  Reading  Room, 
without  stating  whether  any  Periodicals  are  supplied.  The  following  tables  are  compiled 
from  the  reports  which  are  complete  : — 
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1874. 


■ 

Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

$ c. 

•IS  c. 

101  50 

20 

71  87 

17 

56  08 

16 

St.  Marys 

70  60 

15 

75  00 

57 

202  00 

40 

129  24 

32 

150  00 

28 

Mitchell 

120  00 

19 

Paris  ....  . 

140  60 

28 

Peterboro’ 

115  32 

42 

Total  11  Institutes 

1232  21 

314 

1875. 


Name  op 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Name  op 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

$ c. 

$ c. 

Aurora  . 

112  50 

9 

150  00 

30 

Barrie  

73  54 

21 

145  47 

43 

Brighton ' 

76  04 

20 

Preston 

97  94 

21 

Clinton 

77  83 

32 

150  00 

18 

Dundas  

169  17 

19 

Simcoe  

150  00 

33 

150  00 

35 

26  00 

16 

Garden  Island 

118  86 

31 

160  00 

50 

Grimsby 

30  00 

12 

94  26 

13 

Hamilton 

36  00 

83 

184  20 

17 

Harriston  . . 

77  38 

6 

100  00 

127 

Hespeler  

60  65 

6 

77  18 

29 

Kincardine  

39  00 

13 

150  00 

10 

London  

121  30 

57 

Mitchell 

184  31 

26 

Niagara 

69  50 

20 

Total 27  Institutes 

] 2,880  13 

797 

1876. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Aurora  

$ c. 
156  34 

8 

Barrie  

96  27 

20 

Brantford 

30  60 

17 

Brighton 

69  30 

21 

Clinton 

96  88 

35 

CoUingwood 

93  00 

36 

Dundas 

123  79 

20 

Galt 

150  00 

47 

Garden  Island  

194  84 

31 

Grimsby 

36  00 

9 

Guelph  

150  00 

32 

Hamilton 

137  03 

95 

Harriston 

55  98 

21 

Hespeler 

58  93 

12 

Kincardine  

49  50 

16 

Listowel 

240  15 

40 

London  

226  41 

59 

Milton  

20  75 

6 

Name  op 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Mitchell 

1 c. 
146  54 

27 

Paisley  

145  50 

22 

Parkhill 

164  00 

14 

Paris  

150  00 

30 

Peterboro’ 

105  75 

32 

Port  Hope 

316  85 

16 

Preston 

99  86 

21 

Sarnia 

150  00 

19 

Seaforth  

248  81 

30 

Simcoe  

150  00 

34 

Strathroy  

125  00 

29 

Stratford 

162  95 

33 

St.  Marys 

150  51 

14 

Toronto  

100  00 

116 

Uxbridge  

126  52 

36 

Woodstock 

150  00 

38 

Total 34  Institutes 

4,478  06 

936 
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1877. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Heading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Belleville  

$ c. 
129  00 

13 

Brantford 

204  00 

19 

Clinton 

14.5  00 

35 

Dundas 

145  73 

22 

Garden  Island  

119  38 

38 

Grimsby 

36  00 

9 

Guelph  

150  00 

33 

Hamilton  

45  10 

99 

Harriston 

61  63 

24 

Hespeler  

67  54 

15 

London 

151  00 

64 

Milton 

43  00 

8 

Mitchell  

153  44 

35 

Paris 

307  68 

27 

Parkhill  

137  60 

11 

Paisley  

125  00 

10 

Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Heading 

Hoom. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Pembroke 

.S  c. 
36  00 

28 

Peterboro’ 

101  73 

27 

Port  Hope 

264  20 

26 

Preston 

131  71 

18 

Seaforth  

223  41 

35 

Stratford  

140  54 

42 

St.  Marys 

207  72 

17 

Strathroy  

75  50 

39 

Toronto 

100  00 

110 

Uxbridge  

71  00 

31 

Woodstock 

150  00 

38 

Total 27  Institutes 

3,552  97 

873 

1878. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

$ c. 

1 c. 

77  00 

17 

Niagara 

92  36 

29 

147  49 

34 

Norwich 

79  26 

21 

96  25 

25 

Paris  

150  00 

29 

145  00 

19 

Parkhill  

100  00 

9 

156  20 

31 

Peterboro’ 

125  15 

32 

301  64 

20 

139  89 

24 

107  88 

39 

Port  Hope  

449  80 

44 

153  75 

40 

150  00 

15 

187  25 

14 

294  03 

35 

150  00 

33 

Stratford 

147  00 

35 

n-a.lh  

212  20 

41 

St.  Marys  

218  60 

17 

48  00 

9 

Strathroy .... 

130  00 

24 

150  00 

32 

100  00 

126 

100  00 

97 

Thorold 

150  00 

20 

62  50 

21 

Wingham 

116  95 

25 

57  29 

15  1 

Woodstock 

150  00 

38 

London  

150  15 

73 

) 

Milton  

46  20 

10 

Mitchell  1 

154  63 

35  1 

Total ... 35  Institutes 

.5,096  47 

1,128 

47 


1879. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Aylmer 

iS  c. 
110  75 

16 

Belleville  

150  00 

36 

Berlin 

09  50 

27 

Bradford  

144  41 

23 

Brantford 

175  00 

21 

Blvth  

30  35 

10 

Brighton  

30  00 

23 

116  50 

36 

CoUingwood  

193  65 

40 

Garden  Island 

143  78 

35 

Grimsby 

Guelph  

36  00 
150  00 

9 

32 

Hamilton 

120  00 

97 

Harriston 

52  70 

12 

Hespeler  

37  37 

15 

London  

175  00 

62 

Milton  

56  05 

12 

Mitchell 

151  84 

22 

Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

Niagara 

$ c. 
58  90 

28 

Paris 

150  00 

33 

Peterboro’  

115  74 

32 

Port  Hope 

280  05 

47 

Preston 

120  79 

27 

Sarnia 

149  45 

12 

Seaforth  

■ 237  95 

32 

Stratford  

146  75 

32 

Strathrov 

132  92 

24 

St.  Marys  

134  15 

20 

Thorold 

150  00 

20 

Toronto 

100  00 

128 

Thunder  Bay  

72  88 

16 

Wingham 

10  00 

17 

Woodbridge 

78  00 

25 

Woodstock  

150  00 

38 

Total 34  Institutes 

4,160  48 

1,069 

1880. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Amount 

Charged 

to 

Reading- 

Room. 

Number  of 
Newspapers, 
Magazines 
and 

Periodicals. 

$ c. 

Arkona 

85  04 

17 

Aylmer 

39  55 

8 

Barrie 

9 25 

19 

Belleville  

150  00 

34 

Berlin 

59  85 

31 

Blyth 

25  41 

17 

Bradford 

149  41 

20 

Brantford 

175  00 

22 

Chatham  

236  47 

45 

Clinton 

142  03 

32 

CoUingwood 

81  70 

23 

Hundas 

160  00 

14 

Penelon  Falls 

22  19 

38 

Galt 

100  00 

44 

Guelph  

150  00 

31 

Garden  Island 

1.53  66 

32 

Hamilton 

136  72 

99 

Harriston 

69  14 

15 

Hespeler 

13  87 

15 

Bdngston  

153  45 

45 

Lindsay  

73  90 

42 

Milton 

43  33 

13 

MitcheU 

180  00 

22 

Napanee 

103  14 

26 

Amount 


Number  of 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Charged 

to 

Reading 

Room. 

Newspapers, 

Magazines 

and 

Periodicals. 

Niagara 

•*  c. 
18  62 

24 

Niagara  I'alls  

150  00 

15 

Oriiiia 

54  94 

21 

Oakville 

35  05 

11 

Paris 

150  00 

30 

Penetanguishene 

Peterboro’  

100  00 

11 

84  73 

36 

Picton 

76  67 

16 

Port  Colborne 

5 90 

5 

Port  Hope 

150  00 

49 

Preston 

122  07 

29 

Ridgetown 

60  00 

16 

Sarnia 

150  00 

9 

Scarboro’  

1 00 

87 

Strathroy  

130  00 

20 

Streetsville  

9 25 

4 

Stouffville  

81  28 

14 

St.  Marys 

71  10 

19 

St.  George  

29  75 

12 

Thorold 

150  00 

20 

Toronto 

100  00 

111 

Total 45  Institutes 

4,235  47 

1,263 

The  misinterpretation  of  the  Statute  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  rent,  salary,  etc., 
being  applied  for  Reading  Rooms,  has  caused  several  thousands  of  dollars  per  annum  to  be 
chargeu  as  expenditure  to  Reading  Rooms,  merely  for  a limited  number  of  persons  to  read 
a few  neu^spapers  and  periodicals. 


The  charges  made  by  some  of  the  Institutes  are  enormous ; in  some  of  them  they 
range  from  $15  to  $20  for  each  Newspaper  and  Periodical  in  use.  From  a computation 
I have  made  (after  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  members  that  attend  the  Reading 
Rooms),  I find  that  in  the  majority  of  Institutes,  sums  averaging  from  $2  to  $5  per  an- 
num for  every  person  that  regularly  attends  the  Reading  Rooms,  have  been  paid  from 
the  Legislative  grants. 

Several  abuses  have  followed  the  passing  of  the  amendment  to  the  Act,  which  allows 
25  per  cent,  to  be  expended  for  Reading  Room.  In  some  institutes  the  full  amount  of 
$150  has  been  charged  where  no  Reading  Room  exists.  There  is  a considerable  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  minds  of  the  Directors  as  to  what  constitutes  a Reading  Room.  In  sev- 
eral Institutes  the  room  .where  the  Library  is  kept  is  called  the  Reading  Room,  although 
it  is  only  open  once  or  twice  a week  for  a couple  of  hours,  and  there  is  no  accommodation 
for  reading. 

One  Institute  visited  by  me  has  made  a regular  annual  charge  for  Reading  Room, 
and  the  reports  have  always  been  signed  by  the  School  Inspector,  their  library  is 
kept  in  a close  press  in  a public  hall,  and  the  books  are  delivered  only  once  a week, 
and  there  was  no  sign  of  a Reading  Room.  On  enquiry,  I found  that  the  Reading 
Room  has  not  yet  been  built,  and  that  the  amount  charged  for  this  purpose  has  been  ap- 
plied to  the  purcliase  of  a building  lot.  In  several  cases  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
charge  for  Reading  Rooms  where  the  library  books  are  kept  in  grocery  or  other  shops. 

I received  recently  a report  from  an  Institute  in  which  they  had  charged  for  a Read- 
ing Room.  I wrote  to  enquire  where  the  Reading  Room  was  situated,  as  I failed  to  see  it 
when  I visited  their  library.  The  reply  was,  that  if  I saw  the  Library  I must  have  seen 
the  Reading  Room.  In  another  Institute  $150  was  charged  for  Reading  Room,  which 
consisted  of  a small  table  and  half-a-dozen  chairs  outside  of  a counter, where  reference  books 
might  be  examined.  This  the  librarian  contended  was  a Reading  Room.  It  is  evident 
that  some  persons  consider  the  room  where  the  books  are  kept  to  be  a Reading  Room,  and 
they  have  accordingly  charged  for  rent. 

As  there  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  reading  material  for 
Reading  Rooms,  by  persons  who  are  quoted  as  authorities  on  this  subject,  I will  refer 
to  two.  Papworth,  in  his  work  on  the  formation  and  establishment  of  Public  Libraries, 
says: — “The  Reading  Room  ought  not  to  be  merely  a saloon  to  which  people  could  go 
to  spend  five  or  six  hours  at  leisure  with  the  first  book  whose  title  they  may  remember; 
the  setting  apart  therefore,  of  a room  for  reading  periodicals,  such  as  Literary  and 
Scientific  Journals,  etc.,  is  really  a grave  question,  and  is  not  here  recommended;  the 
general  Reading  Room,  if  supplied  like  those  of  the  British  Museum  and  Bibliothique 
Nationale,  at  Paris,  with  Dictionaries  of  all  sorts,  the  best  editions  and  translations  of 
Classic  Authors,  the  Elementary  and  General  Treatises  upon  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  etc." 

This  is  quite  at  variance  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Poole,  Librarian  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  tie  says: — “A  Reading  Room  in  which  the  current  periodicals  are  kept 
is  a necessary  adjunct  of  a Public  Library.  Whether  newspapers  should  be  kept  on  file 
is  a question  which  each  Board  should  settle  for  itself.  The  Literary  and  Illustrated 
Weeklies  may  be  included  with  Periodicals.  The  local  and  leading  newspapers 
of  American  and  foreign  cities  are  usually  supplied  in  Reading  Rooms,  but  the 
custom  is  not  universal,  it  being  thought  in  some  Libraries  that  the  expense  of  these 
newspapers  could  be  better  applied  to  other  purposes.” 

4.  Evening  Glasses — Subjects  taught,  Number  of  Pupils,  Fees,  etc.: — ■ 

The  Agricultural  and  Arts  Act  of  1868,  31  Vic.,  cap.  59,  sec.  25,  distinctly  shows 
that  the  Government  grant  was  given  principally  for  the  establishment  of  Evening 
Classes.  I shall  now  show  how  far  the  Institutes  have  fulfilled  the  intentions  of  the 
Government,  and  the  equivalent  the  Institutes  have  given  for  the  large  sums  of  money 
annually  granted  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  tables  are  compiled  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Arts : — 
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1869. 

Os/iaioa . . . . A meeting  was  called,  by  advertisement,  for  organizing  Evening  Classes. 

Only  eleven  persons  applied,  and  the  idea  was  abandoned. 

Peterboro' . . Reported  forty  pupils  in  Arithmetic,  Writing,  and  Book-keeping,  and  a very 


small  Class  in  Mechanical  Drawing. 

Toronto.  . . .Book-keeping  and  Penmanship  73 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics  44 

Architectural  and  Mechanical  Drawing 17 

Ornamental  Drawing  21 

French  ■ ' ' ' 33 

English  Grammar  and  Composition  . . 18 

Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy 35 

Mutual  Instruction  Class 24 


265 


1870. 

The  Mechanics’  Institute  Association  of  Ontario  urged  upon  the  Institutes  the 
necessity  of  oi’ganizing  evening  class  instruction,  believing  that  such  means  of  improve- 
ment are  among  the  most  important  of  the  several  objects  contemplated  by  Mechanics’ 
Institutes.  A circular  was  issued  this  year  by  the  Association,  having  special  reference 
to  the  mode  adopted  in  conducting  classes  at  the  Toronto  Mechanics’  Institute. 


Name  op  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and  j 
Composition.  | 

Elocution. 

Music. 

French. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing.  | 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction.  | 

Phonography.  j 

Amount  paid  I 

Teachers.  | 

Amount  of  Fees  j 

Received  from  1 

Pupils.  g 

® c. 

f c. 

Berlin  

25 

25 

2 

4 

51  75 

41  no 

Dundas  

15 

15 

10 

15  50 

Hamilton 

.... 

80 

80  00 

Paris 

5 

i 

1 

9,9.  no 

Peterboro’  . . , . . 

12 

12 

12 

45  00 

7 00 

Richmond  Hill  

.... 

20 

Thorold 

25 

Toronto 

107 

44 

38 

25 

26 

37 

37 

12 

24 

672  07 

748  40 

Woodstock  

30 

21 

12 

120  00 

93  50 

Total . . 

179 

117 

79 

25 

26 

4 

37 

47 

12 

69 

80 

1000  82 

905  40 

4 


50 


1871. 


Name  op  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

'o 

0 

pR 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing.  | 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  & Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Phonography. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  Fees 
Received  from 
Pupils. 

$ c. 

$ c- 

18 

22 

22 

.... 

.... 

124  00 

46  40 

36  17 

29  75 

.... 

18 

55 

40 

20 

63 

25 

50  00 

61 

37 

23 

17 

30 

24 

28 

713  17 

624  80 

28 

18 

14 

101  24 

67  00 

Total ; 

107 

77 

59 

17 

55 

30 

40 

62 

91 

1 

....  1 25 

1024  58 

767  95 

oi 


m 


1872. 

The  Mechanics’  Institute  Association  regrets  that,  notwithstanding  the  liberal  grant 
offered  by  the  Act,  so  few  Evening  Classes  have  been  established.  It  also  suggests  a 
system  of  examination  for  Evening  Classes,  and  that  prizes  should  be  offered  by  the 
Association. 


Name  op  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
1 Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

Erench. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  Pees 
Eeceived  from 
Pupils. 

$ c. 

$ c. 

Berlin 

18 

22 

22 

48  00 

16  83 

Clinton 

16 

27 

.... 

18 

. 

3 

161  40 

97  40 

Elora 

23 

11 

15 

31  25 

Galt 

37 

37 

37 

53  46 

47  00 

Hespeler ..... 

1 ■ 

14 

26  00 

Kincardine  

16 

10  00 

72 

65 

55 

.... 

29 

30 

13 

25 

100  00 

20 

20 

14  60 

10  no 

5 

5 

5 

6 25 

3 75 

Thorold 

... 

.. 

80 

67 

44 

19 

.... 

17 

30 

21 

42 

556  93 

492  12 

.... 

Total  

274 

166 

61 

82 

55 

30 

50 

127 

16' 

119 

1007  89 

682  55 

52 


1873. 


Name  of  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

French. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

' 

$ c. 

18 

18 

18 

28  50 

33 

33 

33 

335  70 

72 

72 

72 

172  94 

6 

19 

50  50 

56 

50 

14 

155  19 

22 

58 

65 

35 

23 

73 

95  00 

3 

3 

3 

25  00 

22 

22 

21 

17 

343  91 

28 

28 

28 

20 

20 

1 

33 

22 

7 

7 

22 

135  59 

91 

70 

22 

27 

42 

646  73 

27 

27 

12 

250  00 

IS 

18 

10 

18 

100  00 

421 

374 

88 

49 

79 

125 

177 

63 

102 

2339  06  j 

02  fl 

o s 

C2  O 


43  >•  02 

C *S  ^ 
J3  O A 
O <D  S 

gp^Pn 


8 50 
55  75 


73  38 


113  90 


62  00 
587  12 
95  00 
36  00 


1031  65 


53 


1874. 

The  Mechanics’  Institute  Association  issued  a circular  offering  prizes  to  the  value  of 
$10,  $6,  and  $4  for  Evening  Classes  with  an  average  attendance  of  not  less  than  twelve 
pupils  and  not  less  than  twenty-five  instruction  meetings. 


Name  of  Institute. 

'V 
§ . 

or.JiT' 

• PH  yj 

P 

<l>  c3 

E 

.4i  g 
§1^ 
cq 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

Erench. 

Wax  Elowers. 

Phonography. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  Eees 
received  from 
Pupils. 

S c. 

$ c. 

40 

50  25 

5 00 

60  00 

6 50 

11 

20 

9 

5 

216  55 

53  91 

26 

12 

26 

14 

314  36 

12 

6 

5 

37  29 

9 20 

Galt 

“>4 

24 

.... 

9 

48  75 

12 

12 

16 

16 

23 

26  00 

67 

67 

90 

58 

53 

.... 

60 

.... 

20 

100 

194  60 

22 

22 

19 

106  00 

33  00 

18 

18 

61  25 

42 

42 

42 

14 

311  60 

151  25 

22 

20 

.... 

19 

57  90 

100 

73 

34 

11 

7 

30 

30 

.... 

33 

1023  21 

984  10 

32 

32 

32 

18 

73  63 

32  50 

26 

32 

22 

127  50 

64  no 

30 

30 

1 

8 

20 

284  33 

118  50 

1 

1 

Total  

420 

392 

219 

106 

77 

11 

7 

30 

119 

150 

43 

163 

2993  22 

557  96 

54 


1875. 


Name  of 
Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

1 English  Grammar  and 
1 Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

French. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me-  i 
chanical  Drawing.  j 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Phonography. 

Telegraphy. 

Wax  Flowers. 

,'Vmount  paid  1 

Teachers.  | 

Amount  of  Fees 
received  from 
j Pupils. 

$ c. 

$ c. 

Aurora 

28 

22 

197  50 

17  75 

Ayr 

26 

26 

26 

70  00 

26  25 

Berlin 

25 

13 

258  00 

135  00 

Brampton 

34 

34 

10 

1 

4 

8 

130  05 

58  75 

Clinton 

7 

16 

6 

12 

342  27 

84  31 



22  37 

Galt 

19 

16 

36  25 

13  00 

Guelph 

30 

30 

18 

330  00 

201  00 

40 

38 

15 

163  .52 

7 10 

23 

20 

16 

25 

42  75 

47 

47 

15 

53 

16 

277  87 

31 

31 

31 

131  15 

61  00 

39 

39 

39 

117  48 

8 

15 

15 

18 

226  95 

70  50 

. 

18 

7 

16 

25  37 

6 00 

12 

11 

11 

18 

1 

14 

44  20 

25  00 

20 

16 

20 

.... 

— 

64  00 

37 

37 

.... 

37 

156  00 

6 

7 

4 

5 

84  25 

12  00 

12 

14 

6 

16 

3 1 

3 

469  90 

57  00 

40 

64 

70 

12 

23 

31 

16 

19 

7 

908  60 

844  35 

15 

15 

15 

15 

67  50 

23  50 

25 

40 

30 

— 

j 

14 

133  14 

76  00 

1 

i 

Total  1 

531  j 

1 

474  1 

345 

21 

16  j 

1 

34  I 

3 

1 

55  1 

172 

97 

1 

81  1 

48 

19 

7 1 

4269  12  1 

1718  51 

55 


1876 


Name  of  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and  I 

Penmanship.  I 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and  I 
Composition.  I 

Elocution.  1 

d 

*02 

French.  I 

German.  I 

Ornamental  Drawing.  I 

Architectural  and  Me-  1 
chanical  Drawing.  1 

Chemistry  and  Natural  1 
Philosophy.  I 

Mutual  Instruction.  I 

] Phonography.  1 

Wax  Flowers.  1 

Photography.  | 

Telegraphy.  I 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  E ees 
Received  from 
Pupils. 

$ c. 

$ c. 

23 

25 

20 

65  00 

23 

23 

23 

3 

90  00 

22  00 

33 

33 

10 

6 

288  16 

129  00 

25  00 

32 

32 

32 

32 

119  25 

128  00 

10 

20 

6 

52 

233  08 

63  71 



20 

20 

318  00 

138  00 

12 

136  45 

52  00 

15 

13 

2 

7 

99  47 

33 

15 

165  31 

9 35 

47 

47 

70 

73 

53 

16 

56 

182  50 

70  00 

18 

18 

18 

18 

151  00 

36  00 

27 

27 

281  13 

126  00 

37 

37 

37 

138  33 

16 

13 

196  00 

66  00 

18 

11 

11 

18 

8 

270  08 

19 

16 

32  00 

10 

11 

169  00 

169  00 

25 

92  00 

50  00 

39 

60  55 

40 

64 

70 

12 

23 

31 

16 

19 

664  91 

527  92 

19 

17 

6 j 

61  00 

29  OO 

6 

i 

30  00 

15  00 

38 

38 

38 

20 

134  47 

76  00 

Total 

477 

468 

297 

90 

10 

12 

18 

126 

246 

16 

88 

16 

6 

8 

19 

4002  69 

1706  98 

Name  of  Institute. 


56 


Belleville  . . 
Bradford  . . 
Brampton  . . 
Clinton  . . . 
Collingwood 

Elora  

Guelph  .... 
Hamilton 
Hespeler  . . 
London  . . . 
Milton  .... 

Paris  

Peterboro’  . 
Port  Hope 
Sarnia  .... 
Seaforth. . . . 
Stratford  . . 
Toronto  . . . 
Uxbridge  . . 
Waterloo  . . 
Woodstock 


1877. 


Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

French. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Phonography. 

Telegraphy. 

Wax  Flowers. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  Fees 
Received  from 
Pupils. 

$ c. 

$ c. 

18 

90  00 

90  00 

21 

21 

21 

20 

338  54 

89  00 

22 

24 

24 

185  00 

50  00 

6 

20 

56 

360  75 

92  00 

65  00 

21 

19 

17  50 

14  50 

100  00 

16 

11 

7 

3 

6 

93  35 

32 

35 

123  14 

8 15 

32 

32 

24 

10 

58 

46 

* 

30 

122  75 

21  00 

14 

160  86 

80  50 

36 

36 

36 

95  18 

15 

16 

13 

156  00 

39  00 

16 

13 

13 

236  88 



27 

27 

94  15 

35  00 

27 

46 

25 

365  00 

214  50 

42 

8 

393  67 

3 00 

41 

35 

51 

13 

16 

14 

16 

14 

4 

794  84 

646  00 

27 

13 

11 

160  00 

135  00 

' 95 

28  50 

28  00 

1 

129  06 

62  00 

j 

310 

1 

344 

179 

92 

60 

23 

114 

133 

30 

16 

22 

4 

4010  15 

1607  65 

Total 


57 


1878. 


Name  op  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and  1 

Mathematics.  I 

English  Grammar  and  ] 
Composition.  1 

Elocution.  1 

_c5 

§ 

French.  i| 

German.  j 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me-  j 
chanical  Drawing.  1 

Chemistry  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Phonography.  l 

Telegraphy.  | 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Amount  paid  1 

Teachers.  I 

Amount  of  Pees  1 

Received  from  1 

Pupils.  1 

$ c. 

$ c. 

Belleville  

27 

27 

5 

263  00 

Ill  00 

Bradford  

7 

30 

20 

23 

229  50 

80  00 

Blyth  

12 

12 

11 

90  00 

27  26 

Clinton  .....  

9 

12 

2 

45 

331  00 

76  .50 

Durham  

32  32 

r ergus  

22 

22 

22 

99  53 

18  00 

Garden  Island 



55  00 

25 

25 

.... 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

200  00 



89  00 

46 

20 

189  85 

95  00 

Harriston  

16 

10 

2 

42  60 

13  00 

Hespeler  

25 

36 

162  05 

10  00 

30 

50 

25 

6 

28 

170  40 

93  75 

16 

143  75 

97  25 

Mitchell 

39 

39 

39 

143  60 

19  50 

Peterboro’ 

14 

10 

10 

180  78 

67  00 

12 

32  38 

28 

23 

18 

340  75 

9 00 

9 

9 

16 

6 

114  00 

67  00 

Stratford 

30 

30 

30 

171  73 

Toronto  

48 

51 

76 

31 

8 

15 

13 

682  91 

715  86 

Uxbridge 

8 

17 

97  22 

42  00 

Waterloo 

5 

6 

36  00 

36  00 

Wardsville 

12 

12 

5 40 

25 

25 

.... 

25 

.... 

' 

138  44 

60  00 

Total 

395 

430 

250 

25 

16 

62 

41 

41 

172 

66 

44 

25 

25 

3691  11 

1698  11 

58 


1879. 


Name  of  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music. 

French. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Phonography. 

Telegraphy. 

Amount  paid 
Teachers. 

Amount  of  Fees 
Received  from 
Pupils. 

■ 

$ c. 

$ c. 

Ayr 

17 

17 

50  00 

Belleville 

5 

130  00 



12  00 

Bradford  

2 

5 

5 

29 

2 

7 

80 

10 

209  25 

119  00 

Clinton 

7 

11 

6 

35 

280  00 

53  00 

B ergus  

40 

40 

1 

1 

89  85 

35  00 

Garden  Island 

15 

15 

15 

15 

6 

25 

3 

110  00 

Guelph 

25 

150  00 

81  25 

Hamilton 

44 

23 

147  21 

73  75 

Harriston 

.... 

6 85 

Hespeler 

12 

12 

165  35 

7 10 

London 

34 

55  50 

57  50 

Meaford  

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

25  21 

18  60 

TVTitohell  

29 

29 

29 

176  28 

Mount  Forest 

150  00 

24  00 

Peterboro’ 

3 00 

Port  Hope  

17 

17 

221  47 

Preston ... 

12 

.... 

41  25 

40 

10 

33 

232  00 

138  50 

27 

27 

27 

17 

12 

140  85 

29 

44 

39 

33 

9 

429  15 

437  66 

Total  

305 

322 

192 

47 

69 

35 

27 

.... 

87 

116 

19 

3 

2813  22 

1057  36 

59 


1880. 


Name  op  Institute. 

Book-keeping  and  1 

Penmanship.  1 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution.  1 

P 

French.  | 

German.  | 

Ornamental  Drawing.  | 

Architectural  and  Me-  1 
chanical  Hrawin.g.  1 

Chemistry  and  Naturaljj 
Philosophy.  |l 

Phonography,  &c.  I 

Mutual  Instruction.  1 

1 Amount  paid  || 

Teachers.  if 

Amount  of  Pees  J 

received  from  I 

Pupils.  j| 

1 

1 

i 

t 0. 

$ c. 

14 

14 

45 

8 

1 

2S7  25 

150  50 

7 

25 

20 

150  00 

13  50 

Bowmanville  

6 

5 

5 

10 

19 

75  00 

51  30 

21 

21 

21 

14 

5 

4.30  2‘. 

163  35 

Clinton 

10 

10 

37 

1 

65  00 

Fergus  

22 

22 

22 

.... 

70  23 

19  00 

Galt 

16 

16 

50  00 

Guelph 

53 

53 

53 

198  33 

75  50 

74 

74 

55 

74 

48 

5 

20 

20 

1 

4 

296  50 

Hamilton 

34 

40 

14 

25 

252  63 

227  60 

Hespeler  

35 

35 

167  00 

10  10 

Kingston  

13 

17 

25 

26 

173  20 

London 

16 

16 

47  00 

31  50 

Meaford 

36  00 

Milton 

63 

94  00 

47  00 

Napanee 

41 

42 

31 

75  56 

Newmarket 

13 

55  00 

25  00 

Penetanguishene 

10 

10 

12 

4 

Port  Hope  

19 

16 

178  73 

Preston 

20 

32  90 

Ridgetown  

... 

6 

9 50 

6 00 

Seafoi’th 

72 

j 

288  00 

193  50 

Stratford 

18 

18 

18 

1 

136  87 

Stouffville 

10 

1 

1 

20 

Toronto 

63 

34 

57 

12 

7 

15 

13 

! 

16 

71 

fi78  4fi 

Uxbridge 

17 

17 

17 

91 

6 

122  60 

122  GO 

Waterloo 

31 

31 

92  75 

87  75 

Whitby  

14 

12 

10 

I 

1 

22 

182  78 

Woodbridge 

18  1 

1 

18 

I 

27  00 

18  00 

1 

1 

Total 

511 

532  1 

331  j 

86 

319 

62 

27 

141 

133 

27  1 

20 

20 

1 

4470  67 

1985  66 

60 


On  referring  to  the  preceding  tables,  it  is  evident  that  very  little  attention  has  been 
given  to  tea.ching  scientific  subjects.  The  majority  of  classes  were  for  imparting  elementary 
instruction,  that  might  have  been  taught  by  night  classes  in  connection  with  public  schools. 
With  the  exception  of  Mathematics,  the  following  subjects  are  those  only  which  may  be 
considered  as  belonging  to  technical  instruction  for  mechanics. 


Ornamental 

Drawing. 

Architectural 

and 

Mechanical 

Drawing. 

Chemistry  and 
Natural 
Philosophy. 

j 

1 

Ornamental 

Drawing. 

Architectural 

and 

Mechanical 

Drawing. 

Chemistry  and 
N atura) 
Philosophy. 

1868 — No.  of  Classes  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

1874 — No.  of  Classes  . . . 

3 

8 

4 

1869- 

1 

2 

1 

1875— 

5 

12 

1 

1870— 

3 

2 

1 

1876— 

4 

5 

0 

1871— 

2 

4 

2 

1877— 

3 

9 

2 

1872— 

3 

4 

3 

1878— 

0 

4 

2 

1873— 

5 

6 

3 

1879—  “ 

8 

9 

2 

Table  showing  the  total  number  of  pupils  and  subjects  studied  in  Evening  Classes  from 

1869  to  1879. 


Book-keeping  and 
Penmanship. 

Arithmetic  and 
Mathematics. 

English  Grammar  and 
Composition. 

Elocution. 

Music.  j 

Erench. 

German. 

Ornamental  Drawing. 

Architectural  and  Me- 
chanical Drawing. 

Chemistry  & Natural 
Philosophy. 

Mutual  Instruction. 

Phonography. 

Wax  Flowers. 

Telegraphy. 

Photography. 

Total. 

1870 

179 

107 

79 

25 

26 

4 

37 

47 

12 

69 

80 

1871 

107 

77 

59 

17 

55 

30 

40 

62 

91 

25 

1872 

274 

166 

61 

82 

55 

30 

50 

127 

16 

119 

.... 

1873 

421 

374 

88 

49 

79 

125 

177 

3 

102 

1874 

420 

392 

219 

106 

77 

11 

9 

150 

43 

163 

30 

7 

1875 

531 

474 

345 

21 

16 

34 

3 

55 

172 

97 

81 

48 

7 

19 

1876 

477 

468 

297 

90 

10 

12 

18 

126 

246 

16 

88 

16 

6 

19 

8 

1877 

310 

344 

179 

92 

60 

23 

114 

133 

30 

16 

•22 

4 

1878 

395 

430 

250 

25 

16 

62 

41 

41 

172 

56 

25 

44 

25 

1879  

305 

322 

192 

47 

69 

35 

27 

87 

116 

19 

3 

1880.  

511 

532 

331 

88 

319 

62 

27 

141 

133 

27 

20 

20 

[ 

Total 

3920 

3688 

2100 

640 

756 

331 

160 

870 

1 

1535  330 

1 

838 

273 

20 

88 

12 

15,261 
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The  number  of  pupils  that  attended  Evening  Classes  from  1870  to  1880  may  be 
classified  as  follows  : 

Elementary  Education 10,348 

Technical  Education 2,735 

Subjects  not  included  in  general  course  of  studies  for  Me- 
chanics’ Institutes 2,178 


Total 15,261 

It  will  be  observed,  too,  that  some  Institutes  conduct  their  Classes  at  a much  less 
cost  than  others.  In  some  places  they  are  nearly  self-sustaining,  the  fees  being  about  equal 
to  the  expenses. 

Only  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  Institutes  that  have  received  Government  grants 
have  ever  attempted  to  organize  Evening  Classes,  and  some  of  these  have  been  irregular. 
Many  of  those  that  conducted  classes  in  former  years  having  now  discontinued  them 
altogether. 

It  seems  that  as  the  Government  grant  has  been  increased,  the  proportion  paid  for 
Evening  Classes  has  decreased.  The  average  sums  paid  for  Evening  Classes  do  not 
amount  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  Government  grant.  The  number  of  classes  has  also  de- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Institutes ; 1 6 Evening  Classes  were  estab- 
lished in  1873,  when  only  39  Institutes  received  grants;  in  1879,  74  Institutes  received 
Legislative  aid,  but  only  24  Institutes  conducted  Evening  Classes.  This  certainly  shows 
a retrograde  movement. 

The  following  Circular  on  Evening  Classes  was  sent  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  in 
1880;— 


Toronto,  21st  October,  1880. 

Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Honourable  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you  that 
the  expenses  of  conducting  Classes  by  Mechanics’  Institutes  may  be  paid  for  from  the 
Government  grant,  when  such  expenses  are  incurred  for  affording  the  requisite  instruction 
in  the  following  subjects  only  : — 

^Writing  and  Book-keeping. 

*English  Grammar,  Composition  and  Elocution. 

*Arithmetic  and  Mensuration. 

Free  Hand,  Architectural,  Mechanical  and  Object  Drawing. 

{ Theoretical  and  Applied  Mechanics. 

Natural  Philosophy  < Hydrostatics,  Pneumatics  and  Hydraulics. 

( Physics,  Heat,  Light  and  Elecrtricity. 

Chemistry. 

Geology  and  Mineralogy. 

Zoology  and  Botany. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  P.  May, 

Superintendent  of  Educational  Museum  and  Library. 


* It  is  recommended  that  these  subjects  should  be  taught  in  Evening  Classes  maintained  by  Public 
School  Boards. 
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(5)  Mechanics’  Institute  Association. 

An  abstract  from  the  Reports  of  this  Association  has  already  been  given.  The  Direc- 
tors of  several  Institutes  did  not  seem  to  know  the  object  for  which  this  Association  was 
incorpoi’ated,  and  referred  to  it  as  a Government  Institution,  saying  that  they  did  not  see 
the  object  of  the  Government  paying  $400  to  an  Institute  and  then  asking  for  a refund 
of  $20,  and  that  the  Government  might  as  well  send  a cheque  at  once  for  $380.  I failed 
to  elicit  from  enquiries,  any  advantages  derived  by  Mechanics’  Institutes  from  the  Asso- 
ciation; in  fact,  the  majority  of  Institute  officials  are  very  decided  in  their  opinion  that 
the  Association  should  be  abolished. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  paid  as  affiliation  fees  by  the  Mechanias’  Institutes 


to  the  Association  : — 

1868 

. . . . $ 138 

38 

1878 

$ 920 

48 

1869 

139 

76 

1879 

961 

09 

1870 

317 

32 

1871 

302 

68 

Total 

$7,709 

14 

1872 

583 

20 

Interest  1875  

45 

00 

1873 

668 

95 

“ 1877  

66 

25 

1874 

649 

40 

“ 1878  

50 

00 

1875 

. . . . 1,087 

56 

“ 1879  

50 

00 

1876  

. . 900 

62 

1877  

. ...  1,039 

70 

Total 

$7,920 

39 

(6)  General  Details. 

A great  dissimilarity  exists  in  regard  to  the  management  of  Institutes ; some  of  them 
do  not  number  their  books,  or  do  not  keep  a Treasurer’s  Book,  or  an  Account  Book  show- 
ing receipts  or  disbursements ; but  as  my  remarks  on  each  Institute,  which  follow  the 
suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  will  give  a brief  general  descrip- 
tion of  each  Institute,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  general  details  any  further  at 
present. 


4.  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTES. 

1.  Legislative  Grant. 

The  present  system  of  giving  $400  to  every  small  Institute  which  agrees  to  raise  $200 
from  local  subscription  is  a failure.  The  chief  aim  of  the  Directors  seem  to  have  been  to 
obtain  the  maximum  sum  granted,  and  this  has  defeated  the  purpose  for  which  the  grant 
was  intended  ; instead  of  proving  an  aid  to  the  Institutes,  it  has  been  a drawback  to  their 
progress.  If  many  Institutes  had  only  applied  for  $100  instead  of  $400,  they  would  have 
been  more  successful  and  prosperous.  With  the  exception  of  a few  large  Institutes,  the 
annual  subscription  from  members  is  not  nearly  sufficient  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
on  which  the  Legislative  grant  is  paid,  therefore  some  of  the  Institutes  are  unable  to 
qualify  for  grants  in  each  consecutive  year.  This  is  a direct  injury  to  the  Institutes,  for 
they  generally  expend  all  the  grant  in  books  in  one  year,  and  as  the  full  amount  of  their 
income  is  required  to  pay  general  expenses,  they  cannot  continue  to  purchase  new  publi- 
cations, therefore  the  members  get  dissatisfied  and  sever  their  connection  with  the  Insti- 
tute. 

The  majority  of  Institutes  would  be  more  successful  if  they  received  a regular  sum 
of  $100  per  annum  for  the  purchase  of  books,  than  they  are  at  present  under  the  present 
erratic  system.  Another  difficulty  is  that  this  large  annual  grant  is  not  applied  to  the 
purposes  intended.  The  education  of  the  working  classes  has  been  neglected.  Only  about 
one-half  of  the  Institutes  have  organized  Evening  Classes,  and  many  of  these  were  only 
• conducted  for  a short  time. 
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The  majority  of  the  so-called  Mechanics’  Institutes  are  only  circulating  libraries,  and 
that,  too,  for  the  dissemination  of  light  literature.  I therefore  recommend  that  the  annual 
grant  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the  work  done. 

2.  Library  and  Reading  Room. 

That  each  Institute  be  paid  from  the  Legislative  grant  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for 
every  subscribing  member,  up  to  the  maximum  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  newspapers  and  periodicals  ; provided  that  a sum  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
Government  grant  be  contributed  by  the  municipality,  and  applied  for  the  same 
purpose. 

There  is  no  other  country  in  the  world  where  Mechanics’  Institutes  are  so  liberally 
assisted  by  the  Government  as  those  in  Ontario.  In  England,  any  town,  parish,  or  district 
is  empowered  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  29  andSO  Vic.,  cap.  114,  to  levy  a rate  not  exceed- 
ing one  penny  in  the  pound  for  public  libraries  and  museums,  and  schools  of  science  and 
art.  Similar  Acts,  with  slight  modification  of  details,  have  also  been  passed  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  The  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  however,  may 
be  considered  as  private  associations,  which  are  only  kept  up  by  the  subscriptions  of  their 
active  members  and  the  liberality  of  some  donors.  It  is  true  that  a sum  of  money  is 
voted  annually  by  Parliament  for  scientific  instruction  in  the  United  Kingdom,  which  is 
administered  by  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  instruction 
in  science,  especially  among  the  industrial  classes,  by  affording  a limited  and  partial  aid 
or  stimulus  towards  the  founding  of  science  schools  and  classes  ; but  suitable  premises, 
with  firing,  lighting,  etc.,  must  be  provided  at  the  cost  of  the  locality  where  the  classes 
are  held.  The  Department  is  very  decided  upon  this ; it  says  : — “ If  at  any  time  the 
fnnds  do  not  cover  these  requisite  local  expenses,  it  must  be  inferred  that  there  is  no 
such  demand  for  instruction  in  the  locality  as  the  Government  is  justified  in  aiding,  and 
the  assistance  of  the  Department  will  be  withdrawn.” 

Such  stringent  rules  as  these  are  not  proposed  for  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  of  On- 
tario. In  small  villages  the  Library  and  Reading  Room  will  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  will  gradually  operate  as  an  incentive  to  establish  Evening  Classes,  therefore,  if 
a municipality  subscribes  a sufficient  amount  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment grant,  the  working  expenses  of  the  Institute  can  be  paid  from  the  members  fees. 

3.  Municipal  Assistance. 

As  the  Legislature  is  so  liberal  to  Mechanics’  Institutes,  it  is  only  fair 
that  the  municipalities  should  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  Institutions 
which  may  be  said  to  be  specially  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the  cities,  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  which  the  Institutes  are  situated.  The  results  that  follow  the  scientific  training 
of  the  working  classes  in  Mechanics’  Institutes,  are  sources  of  profit  to  property  owners 
and  others.  If  mechanics  become  skilled  workmen’  there  is  a likelihood  of  an  extension 
of  manufactories  and  the  establishment  of  new  enterprises,  besides,  there  will  be  a more 
perfect  security  of  property  and  person.  It  is  true  that  some  municipalities  at  the  pres- 
ent time  grant  annual  sums  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  Mechanics’  Institutes,  but 
they  are  a very  small  minority,  yet  it  is  the  general  impression  of  nearly  every  Director 
with  whom  I conversed  on  this  subject,  that  the  municipal  officers,  invariably,  would  only 
be  too  glad  to  vote  sums  of  money  for  this  purpose,  if  a clause  were  inserted  in  the  Statute 
compelling  them  to  do  so. 

By  extending  the  subjects  of  evening  classes,  the  sons  of  farmers  and  others  could, 
in  the  same  convenient  way  as  the  mechanics,  obtain  such  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural chemistry  and  mechanics  as  would  enable  them  to  better  understand  the  properties 
of  the  soil,  its  elements  of  fertility,  and  the  modes  of  replacing  whatever  is  exhausted, 
and  also  to  acquire  knowledge  of  such  mechanical  arts  as  would  much  assist  his  farming 
operations. 

Another  point  worthy  of  consideration  for  farmers  is  in  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
by  their  encouragement  of  anything  that  will  tend  to  the  development  of  manufactures  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  their  farms. 
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4.  Supply  op  Books. 

As  to  the  class  of  books  that  should  be  supplied,  the  experience  of  the  Mechanics’  In- 
stitutes of  Ontario  has  proved  that  some  light  reading  must  be  provided.  The  Minister 
took  this  into  consideration,  and  the  following  regulations  were  approved  of  by  an  Order 
in  Council,  on  the  4th  June,  1880  : — 

Regulations  Respecting  Mechanic^  Institutes. 

Any  Mechanics’  Institute  within  the  operation  of  the  Agriculture  and  Arts  Act,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  for  the  Library  of  such  Institute,  books  in  the  department 
of  Fiction  as  are  set  forth  in  the  General  Reference  Catalogue  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment for  1880,  under  that  head,  and  being  from  pages  97  to  105  inclusive,  as  well  as  such 
other  works  in  the  department  of  Fiction  as  may  possess  decided  merit,  when  submitted 
to  and  approved  of  by  the  Minister  of  Education. 

(Signed)  Adam  Crooks, 

Minister  of  Education. 

Education  Department,  Toronto. 

The  Directors  of  Institutes  have  sometimes  great  difficulty  in  making  a selection  of 
books  suitable  for  their  requirements.  At  present,  there  is  no  channel  of  communication 
between  the  publishers  and  booksellers  and  the  Mechanics’  Institutes.  It  is  proposed 
that  semi-annual,  or  annual  classified  catalogues  of  new  publications,  showing  the  publish- 
ers’ names,  prices,  etc.,  be  issued,  under  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  and 
sent  to  every  Mechanics’  Institute,  and  if  necessary,  additional  lists  of  books  be  sent  at 
different  intervals  of  time. 

At  present  there  is  no  regular  trade  discount  on  invoices  of  books  purchased  by 
Mechanics’  Institutes ; the  discounts  vary  from  5 per  cent,  to  33|-  per  cent.,  and  in  some 
cases  the  local  bookseller  is  allowed  a special  profit,  averaging  from  10  per  cent,  to  15  per 
cent.,  on  every  book  he  purchases  for  the  Institute.  Some  uniform  plan  should  be  adopted 
by  which  Mechanics’  Institutes  may  be  supplied  with  books  at  fair  prices,  which  at  the 
same  time  should  be  remunerative  to  the  bookseller.  Formerly,  it  was  customary  in  the 
United  States  for  Public  Libraries  to  purchase  their  books  direct  from  the  publishers,  who 
allowed  from  33|^  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  off  retail  prices.  The  booksellers  complained, 
and  a convention  was  held  at  Put-in-Bay  in  1874,  when  a combination  was  entered  into 
by  the  leading  houses,  that  only  20  per  cent,  discount  be  allowed  to  Public  Libraries  in 
future. 

It  is  not  fair  to  an  enterprising  bookseller  that  the  Mechanics’  Institute  should  im- 
port books  direct  from  the  publishers,  at  the  same  time,  only  a fair  remunerative  rate 
should  be  charged  by  the  local  bookseller.  The  booksellers  who  supply  books  to  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  should  not  be  elected  as  officers  or  directors  of  these  Institutes.  ^ 

5.  Accommodation  for  Library. 

At  present,  some  of  the  Libraries  are  in  charge  of  shop-keepers,  the  books  being  kept 
in  the  general  business  stores,  and  of  course  it  is  impossible  in  such  instances  to  have  a 
Reading  Room  attached  to  the  Library.  It  would  be  far  preferable  for  the  directors  to 
have  a special  room  for  Institute  purposes.  The  Mechanics’  Institute  Libraries  kept  in 
stores  are  not  in  a flourishing  condition. 

The  Reading  Room  should  contain  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and  particularly  those 
relating  to  Science.  If  the  Reading  Room  is  opened  every  week-day  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  take  daily  papers.  Objections  have  been  raised  to  supplying  Reading  Rooms 
with  newspapers,  on  the  account  of  the  expense,  and  it  has  been  recommended  that  persons 
who  subscribe  for  papers  should  donate  them  to  the  Institute  after  the  first  day’s  publi- 
cation. This  is  certainly  an  admirable  plan,  and  newspaper  readers  could  always  refer  to 
the  file  in  the  Mechanics’  Institute.  In  all  cases,  the  Reading  Room  should  have  one  or 
more  newspapers,  as  they  are  the  exponents  of  the  world’s  wants,  and  the  most  complete 
agents  for  diffusing  information  and  moulding  public  opinion.  Scientific  periodicals  are 
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also  necessary.  A book  can  discuss  a scientific  question  up  to  the  time  of  its  publication, 
but  there  it  must  leave  the  subject ; a periodical  returns  to  it  from  time  to  time,  meets 
difficulties,  presents  new  arguments  and  new  facts  as  they  are  developed  ; hence,  science 
periodicals  are  really  of  equal  value  with  science  books  in  Mechanics’  Institutes.  The 
following  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Newburyport  (Mass.)  Read- 
ing Room  will  show  the  effect  produced  by  a supply  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  in  a 
Reading  Room,  in  the  United  States  : — 

“Ever  since  its  establishment,  Jvdy,  1870,  the  number  of  visitors  have  constantly 
increased.  Side  by  side  the  merchant,  the  minister,  physician,  factory  boy  and  factory 
girl  have  read  the  news.  Two  well  warmed  and  lighted,  and  carpeted  rooms,  made  at- 
tractive by  flowers  and  in  other  ways,  and  supplied  by  about  70  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers and  magazines,  adapted  to  various  tastes  and  degrees  of  culture,  have  been  a help 
to  the  public,  such  as  benevolence  in  the  form  of  no  other  charity  could  have  been  ofiered. 
The  indirect  influences  have  been,  too,  most  marked.  The  bringing  together  of  both  sexes 
and  all  classes  has  worked  well  for  that  portion  of  the  community  most  needing  help,  in 
softening  their  manners,  drawing  them  from  street  temptations  and  giving  them  higher 
aims,  and  particular  instances  are  known  where  the  result  has  been  most  happy.” 

Whenever  the  funds  will  allow,  I would  recommend  the  reading  room  should  be  free 
to  the  public.  The  subscriptions  to  the  library  should  be  limited  to  the  amount  required 
for  actual  working  expenses. 

Accommodation  for  Reading  Room. 

In  small  towns  and  villages,  the  Library  and  Reading  Room  need  not  occupy  more 
than  one  room,  but,  wherever  the  funds  will  allow,  a separate  room  should  be  engaged 
for  the  Reading  Room.  If  a Reading  Room  is  not  attached  to  the  Library,  scientific 
papers  and  periodicals  should  be  loaned  to  the  members. 

6.  Payment  op  the  Government  Grant. 

! At  present  the  Government  has  no  security  that  the  Legislative  grants  are  applied 

for  the  use  of  the  Institutes — for  example,  Pembroke  Mechanics’  Institute  was  sold  out 
immediately  after  it  had  received  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  and  no  account  of  the 
proceeds  of  sale  can  yet  be  obtained.  Other  Institutes  that  have  become  defunct  have  not 
given  evidence  that  the  Government  grant  has  ever  been  expended  for  Institute  purposes. 
Some  Institutes  have  become  involved  through  the  death  or  failure  of  their  treasurers. 

It  is  not  the  intention  to  animadvert  upon  the  honesty  or  trustworthiness  of  the 
officers  of  Mechanics’  Institutes ; as  previously  stated,  they  are  usually  selected  from  the 
most  respectable  and  influential  representatives  of  our  people  ; but  the  present  system  of 
payment  is  improper.  It  is  not  business-like.  Any  treasurer  of  a Mechanics’  Institute 
can  sign  the  printed  form  of  declaration,  and  obtain  $400  of  Legislative  grant,  and  the 
money  remains  in  his  hands  until  he  feels  disposed  to  part  with  it.  The  annual  reports 
show  that  the  Government  grants  are  not  always  expended  in  the  year  for  which  they  are 
appropriated,  and  in  some  instances  the  debts  of  the  Institutes  have  not  been  paid,  although 
there  has  been  a large  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers  ; besides  the  affairs  of  the  Insti- 
tutes are  not  conducted  on  proper  business  principles.  Some  treasurers  do  not  keep  account 
k books  showing  receipts  and  disbursements,  (see  remarks  on  Smith’s  Falls),  others  are  content 
f with  a small  memorandum  book,  which  they  carry  in  their  pocket,  and  some  enter  the 
^ affairs  of  the  Institute  in  a book  with  their  own  private  accounts.  In  this  way  the  ac- 
counts become  complicated  and  difficult  to  be  audited.  Unfortunately,  this  applies  to 
some  persons  who,  from  their  positions,  should  be  looked  up  to  as  examples  in  the  man- 
> agement  of  accounts.  The  treasurer  of  one  Institute  was  a bookkeeper  in  a large  manu- 
■ facturing  establishment,  but  he  did  not  even  keep  a memorandum  book  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Institute.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  changing  the  present  mode  of  payment. 

If  a system  similar  to  that  which  has  been  so  successfully  used  in  the  Education 
Department,  for  the  payment  of  books  purchased  by  school  trustees  from  local  booksellers 
be  adopted,  these  difficulties  would  be  removed. 

Payments  to  booksellers  and  teachers  might  be  made  direct  from  the  Education 
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Department.  Printed  forms  could  be  supplied  for  the  booksellers  to  fill  in,  showing  the 
classification  of  books,  prices,  etc.  These  forms  or  applications  for  grants  should  be  signed 
by  the  officers  and  have  the  corporate  seal  of  the  Institute  attached.  This  plan  would  be 
advantageous  in  showing  the  number  of  volumes  on  different  subjects  purchased  by  each 
Institute,  and  be  a preventative  to  their  using  the  discounts  from  invoices  (which  has 
frequently  been  done)  to  pay  general  expenses,  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  charge 
sessional  papers,  public  documents,  and  old  reviews,  etc.,  as  is  now  customary,  as  books 
purchased.  The  payments  for  evening  classes  might  also  be  made  in  a similar  manner. 

The  present  classification  of  books  is  far  from  perfect.  Novels  and  light  literature 
are  frequently  placed  imder  the  head,  miscellaneous,  and  this  is  entirely  optional  with 
the  officers  of  the  Institute,  and  liable  to  be  changed  whenever  they  wish  to  do  so — for 
example,  St.  Catharines  (which  has  never  from  the  time  of  incorporation,  established 
Evening  Classes)^ reported  in  1878,  that  the  Library  consisted  of  1003  works  of  fiction, 
and  583  miscellaneous.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for 
that  year,  reference  is  made  to  the  large  number  of  works  of  fiction  (between  80  and  85 
per  cent.)  issued  by  St.  Catharines.  Now,  although  St.  Catharines  purchased  works  of 
fiction  in  1879,  their  report  for  that  year  shows  a less  number  of  fiction  than  they  had  in 
1878,  but  they  have  increased  miscellaneous  books  to  939  volumes. 

A proper  system  of  classification  might  be  introduced,  which  should  be  adopted  in 
every  Mechanics’  Institute  in  Ontario. 

See  abstract  table  for  works  of  fiction  issued,  etc. 

7.  Evening  Classes. 

The  chief  purpose  for  which  Mechanics’  Institutes  were  established,  was  for  imparting 
technical  education  to  the  working  classes.  Under  the  present  system  of  management  the 
organization  of  Evening  Classes  has  been  exceptional  with  those  Institutes  receiving 
Legislative  aid,  consequently  very  few  Institutes  have  conducted  classes,  and  the  large 
annual  grants  have  been  chiefly  applied  for  the  Libraries  and  Reading  Rooms. 

In  order  to  obviate  this,  it  is  proposed  to  change  the  present  mode  of  payment  of  the 
Legislative  grant,  only  allowing  a maximum  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  any 
Institute  for  Library  and  Reading  Room  purposes,  and  to  apportion  the  balance,  or 
whatever  sums  may  be  required,  solely  for  practical  instruction. 

It  is  recommended  that  Evening  Classes  be  assisted  by  Government  pro  rata,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance,  but  before  considering  the  details,  it  may  be 
well  to  describe  the  meaning  of  technical  education  for  the  working  classes.  'Davidson 
says  : “ Technical  instruction  may  be  briefly  defined  as  the  application  of  the  great  ques- 
tions of  science  to  the  various  branches  of  industry ; it  gives,  in  fact,  a knowledge  of 
practical  science  and  art  adapted  to  the  required  purposes  and  to  the  conditions  imposed 
by  the  nature  of  the  materials  employed  ; and  it  teaches  the  principles  upon  which  the 
processes  of  working  are  based,  of  what  nature  soever  the  occupation  of  the  worker  may 
be.” 

It  is  impossible,  however,  to  attempt  technical  instruction  without  elementary  edu- 
cation, and  as  many  adult  members  of  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  may  not  have  had  the 
advantages  of  the  same  primary  education  as  the  youth  of  our  schools,  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  some  means  for  their  acquirement  of  a knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic.  It  is  now  considered  to  be  part  of  the  duty  of  Public  School  Boards  to  or- 
ganize Night  Schools  for  this  purpose,  and  this  has  been  successfully  carried  out  in  Toronto; 
but  as  Institutes  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  may  have  difficulty  in  inducing  School 
Boards  to  do  the  work,  it  is  advisable  at  present  to  assist  them,  whenever  it  is  necessary,  to 
establish  classes.  For  that  reason  it  is  proposed  that  classes  on  the  following  subjects 
shall  be  paid  from  the  Legislative  appropriation. 

(1)  Elementary  Instruction. 

Writing  and  Book-keeping. 

English  Grammar,  Composition  and  Elocution. 

Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 

Euclid  and  Plane  Trigonometry. 
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For  attendance  in  either  or  each  of  the  above  subjects  (provided  that  there  are  25 
separate  teaching  nights)  the  Institute  shall  be  paid  : — 

6 to  12  pupils,  two  dollars  each  pupil. 

12  to  20  “ one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  each  additional  pupil. 

20  to  40  “ one  dollar  for  each  additional  pupil. 

A class  of  40  pupils  would  receive  : — 


12  pupils  @ $2.00 $24 

8 “ 1.50 12 

20  “ 1.00 20  • 


Total  40  pupils.  Total $56 

(2)  Technical  Instruction. 

Statics  and  Dynamics. 

Free  Hand,  Architectural,  Mechanical,  Geometrical  and  Object  Drawing. 

( Theoretical  and  Applied  Mechanics. 

Natural  Philosophy.  < Hydrostatics,  Pneumatics  and  Hydraulics. 

( Physics,  Heat,  Light  and  Electricity. 

Chemistry, 

Geology  and  Mineralogy. 

Zoology  and  Botany. 

For  attendance,  on  25  separate  nights,  either  or  each  of  the  above  subjects  : — - 

5 to  10  pupils,  $4  for  each  pupil. 

10  to  20  “ $2  for  each  additional  pupil. 

20  to  40  “ $1  for  each  additional  pupil. 


A class  of  40  pupils  would  receive  : — 

10  pupils  @ $4 $40 

10  “ @ 2 20 

20  “ @ 1 20 

Total. . 40  pupils.  Total $80 


On  this  principle,  any  Institute  that  establishes  Evening  Classes  can  receive  from  the 
Government  grant  a much  larger  sum  than  $400,  as  at  present,  while  Institutes  who  do 
not  have  Evening  Classes  could  only  obtain  the  maximum  sum  of  $200  ; in  fact.  Institutes 
would  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the  work  done,  instead  of  in  the  present  unsatisfactory 
manner. 

(3)  Pupils’  Pees. 

Registers  showing  the  occupation  of  the  various  pupils,  their  ages,  attendance,  etc. , 
on  approved  forms,  should  be  filled  up  and  sent  to  the  Department,  with  the  claim  for 
payment,  at  the  close  of  each  session.  The  fees  charged  pupils  should  not  exceed  50  cents 
for  each  primary  subject,  and  $1  for  each  advanced  or  technical  subject,  and  where  a 
pupil  takes  three  or  more  subjects,  a reduction  of  25  per  cent,  should  be  made.  The  fees 
should  be  applied  solely  for  the  expenses  of  Evening  Classes,  unless  there  is  a surplus, 
and  that  should  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  apparatus  for  the  Classes  or  Museum. 

-uil' Pupils  of  Evening  Classes  should  only  pay  half  the  usual  member’s  subscription  to 
Library  and  Reading  Room. 

(4)  Teachers. 

The  Directors  of  Institutes  have  made  frequent  enquiries  : How  are  we  to  get  teach- 
ers 1 I do  not  think  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  excellent  teachers  wherever 
there  is  a High  School  or  Collegiate  Institute.  In  every  village  there  are  professional 
men  quite  capable  of  teaching  Elementary  Science.  Clergymen,  Physicians,  Engineers, 
Architects,  and  others,  are  to  be  found  in  every  locality,  who  would  willingly  assist  in  a* 
public  movement  like  this,  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country. 
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As  soon  as  classes  are  established  on  a paying  basis,  professional  or  trained  teachers 
of  science  could  visit  different  places.  Railway  connection  is  now  so  general,  that  a teacher 
could  conduct  classes  twice  a week  in  three  different  Institutes.  Teaching  is  like  every 
other  occupation ; so  soon  as  good  emolument  can  be  obtained,  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
teachers,  and  if  the  directors  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  canvass  for  pupils,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  paying  teachers  fair  remuneration  for  their  labours. 


(5)  Prizes. 


The  chief  question  for  consideration  is  the  sy.stem  of  prizes  which  will  most  benefit 
the  members  of  Mechanics’  Institutes.  R o doubt  there  will  be  much  diversity  of  opinion 
on  this  point.  Some  persons  will  contend  that  those  who  wish  to  cultivate  knowledge, 
should  do  so  on  higher  grounds  than  the  mere  hope  of  honour  or  reward  ; others  will  say 
that  the  chief  aim  of  the  student  will  be  to  obtain  more  remunerative  employment ; be- 
sides, it  is  now  a disputed  point  with  educationists  whether  there  are  any  advantages  de- 
rived from  giving  mere  honourary  prizes,  such  as  books,  etc.  Some  contend  that  this 
class  of  prizes  is  frequently  conferred  on  relative,  and  not  on  absolute  merit ; that  this  fosters 
jealousies,  and  causes  dissatisfaction;  consequently,  their  influence  for  good  is  only  tran- 
sient. 

The  Mechanics’  Institute  Association,  for  several  years  past,  have  annually  presented 
$20  for  prizes  to  each  Mechanics’  Institute  complying  with  certain  regulations,  but  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  followed  by  any  good  results.  Although  the  Government  grant 
has  been  considerably  augmented,  it  has  not  increased  the  number  of  Evening  Classes, 
and,  as  will  be  seen,  there  is  a falling  off  in  the  number  applying  to  the  Association  for 
prize  money  : — 


15  Institutes  received  prize  money  in  1874. 


15 

10 

12 

11 

13 


1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 


.Instead  of  money  prizes,  books,  or  medals,  I would  recommend  certificates  of  differ- 
ent grades  to  be  given.  A system  of  examination  might  be  introduced,  similar  to  that  of 
the  Intermediate  Examinations,  then  accusations  of  unfairness  or  partiality  could  not  be 
entertained,  and  the  participant  would  have  a prize  of  real  value.  It  would  be  a proof 
of  bis  honesty,  sobriety,  intelligence,  and  industry,  by  which  his  pecuniary  position 
might  be  benefitted.  It  would  also  be  an  incentive  for  higher  and  nobler  work.  I was 
very  much  pleased  to  learn,  at  Garden  Island,  that  my  theory  as  to  the  direct  benefit 
accruing  to  those  who  obtain  certificates  at  Mechanics’  Institutes  is  correct.  I was  in- 
formed that  certificates  are  given  to  deserving  pupils  of  the  Evening  Classes  at  the  close 
o'  each  session,  and  I was  assured  that  the  members  of  the  Institute  who  obtained  these 
certificMes  were  always  more  certain  of  getting  more  ready  employment,  whether  in 
Canada  or  the  United  States,  than  others  leaving  at  the  same  time  who  were  superior 
workmen.  The  following  extract  on  the  value  of  certificates  is  from  a report  of  the 
Edinburgh  School  of  Arts,  published  over  forty  years  ago: — “A  certificate  obtained  by 
a course  of  study  like  this,  and  after  examinations  so  searching  and  complete,  is  unques- 
tionably one  of  the  highest  and  most  flattering  testimonials  which  a young  man  can 
possess.  It  certifies  at  once  the  correctness  of  his  conduct,  the  extent  of  his  studies,  and' 
the  proficiency  he  has  made,  and  go  where  he  may,  and  applyfor  what  situation  he  may, 
this  Certificate  of  Membership,  obtained  so  honourably,  must  ever  be  his  best  recommen- 
dation, as  well  as  the  most  powerful  stimulus  to  a line  of  conduct  which  should  support 
the  character  he  has  acquired.  In  his  address  to  the  Manchester  Mechanics’  Institute, 
in  1838,  Sir  Benjamin  Heywood  recommended  that  similar  certificates  be  granted  there, 
and  states  that  such  is  the  confidence  attached  to  their  certificates  (the  School  of  Arts), 
that  an  eminent  engineer  hMe  says,  he  should  not  hesitate  at  once  to  take  into  his  ena- 
ploy  any  one  who  brought  him  such  a testimonial.” 
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It  is  recommended  that  Certificates  he  given  by  the  Minister  of  Education,  that 
Public  Examinations  be  held  central  in  localities  by  the  School  Inspectors  ro  other 
qualified  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose.  We  may  judge  from  analogy,  if  Certificates 
from  single  Institutions  are  so  valuable,  of  how  much  more  importance  will  be  those  ob- 
tained from  a Government  Department, 

(6)  Scholarships. 

There  is  probably  no  inducement  that  could  be  offered  to  members  of  Mechanics’ 
Institutes,  which  would  produce  such  a stimulating  effect  on  the  attendance  of  Evening 
Classes  as  the  foundation  of  Scholarships  in  the  Schools  [of  Practical  Science  and 
Agriculture. 

In  some  cases  it  might  not  be  necessary  for  students  from  the  Institutes  to  take  the 
fuU  course  of  Lectures  and  practical  instruction  in  either  of  the  Departments  taught  -at 
the  School  of  Practical  Science.  Certificates  of  standing  are  now  given  for  separate 
courses.  This  is  all  that  would  he  necessary  for  the  generality  of  Mechanics’  Institute 
pupils,  and  would  greatly  reduce  the  apiJropriation  which  would  be  required  for  this  pur- 
pose. No  doubt  arrangements  could  be  made  so  that  the  student  might  study  the  sub- 
jects most  useful  to  the  employment  which  he  intended  to  pursue. 

Practical  Instruction  and  Lectures  are  now  given  at  the  School  of  Practical  Science 
on  the  following  subjects,  applicable  to  the  Trades  and  Manufactures: — 

I.  DRAWING. 

Model  Drawing,  Machines  and  Constructions,  Map  and  Topographical  Drawing,  De- 
signs and  Estimates. 

Descriptive  Geometry,  including  Practical  Geometry  (Plane  and  Solid) ; Orthographic, 
Oblique  and  Perspective  Projections  ■,  Intersections  of  Surfaces,  Shades  and  Shadows, 
Stone  Cutting,  Principles  of  Mechanism,  etc. 


II.  SURVEYING  AND  LEVELLING. 

Mensuration — 

Lines,  Surfaces  and  Solids. 

Timber,  Masonry,  Iron  and  Earthwork. 

Capacities  of  Reservoirs,  Discharge  of  Streams,  etc. 


III.  APPLIED  MECHANICS. 

Statics — 

The  calculation  of  the  Stresses  in  Framed  Structures,  Solid  Beams,  Stone  Arches, 
etc.  Both  Graphical  and  Analytical  Methods  used. 

Theory  of  the  Strength  of  Materials. 


Designing  of  Structures  in  Timber,  Iron  and  Masonry,-  Arches,  Retaining  Walls, 
Foundations,  Roofs,  Bridges,  etc. 

Dynamics — 

Representation  and  Measurement  of  Motions. 

Principles  of  Work  and  Energy. 

Efficiency  of  Machines.  Friction. 

Transmission  of  Work — Belts,  Shafts,  Crank  and  Connecting  rod,  etc. 
Fly-wheels,  Governors. 

Balancing  of  Machinery. 

Etc. , etc. 

Strength  of  the  Parts  of  Machines. 

Machine  Design. 
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Hydraulics — 

Water  Power,  Flow  of  Water  in  Pipes  and  Channels.  Water-wheels,  Turbines, 
Pumps. 

Thermo-dynamics  and  Theory  op  the  Steam  Engine. 

IV.  PRINCIPLES  OF  MECHANISM. 

Principles  of  the  transmission  of  Motion  without  reference  to  Force.  Pitch  Surfaces 
Spur  Wheels,  Bevel  Wheels,  Skew-bevel  Wheels,  Trains  of  Wheelwork,  Teeth  of  Wheels, 
Cams,  Cranks,  Eccentrics,  Links,  Bands  and  Pulleys,  Hydraulic  Connections,  Frictional 
Gearing,  Link  motion  for  Slide  Valves,  etc.,  etc. 

V.  ENGINEERING  WORKS. 

Roads  and  Bridges. 

Canals  and  Harbours. 

Water  and  Sewage  M^orks. 

Manufacture  of  Iron  and  Steel. 

Manufacture  of  Mortars  and  Cements. 

Workshop  and  Foundry  Practice. 

Mining  Machinery  and  Processes. 

VI.  CHEMISTRY. 

Inorganic  Chemistry. 

Qualitative  Analysis. 

Quantitative  Analysis. 

VII.  MINERALOGY  AND  GEOLOGY. 

VIII.  BIOLOGY. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Science  subjects  towards  the  instruction  of  which  aid  is 
given  to  Science  Schools  and  Mechanics’  Institutes,  for  Evening  Classes,  by  the  Science  and 
Art  Department,  South  Kensington,  England  ; — 

I.  Practical,  Plane  and  Solid  Geometry. 

II.  Machine  Construction  and  Drawing. 

III.  Building  Construction,  or  Naval  Architecture  and  Drawing. 

IV.  Elementary  Mathematics. 

V.  Higher  Mathematics. 

VI.  Theoretical  Mechanics,  including  Hydrrostatics  and  Pneumatics. 

VII.  Applied  Mechanics. 

VIII.  Acoustics,  Light  and  Heat. 

IX.  Magnetism  and  Electricity. 

X.  Inorganic  Chemistry. 

XL  Organic  Chemistry. 

XII.  Geology. 

XIII.  Mineralogy. 

XIV.  Animal  Physiology. 

XV.  Zoology. 

XVI.  Vegetable  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

XVII.  Systematic  and  Economic  Botany. 

XVIII.  Principles  of  Mining. 

XIX.  Metallurgy. 

XX.  Navigation. 

XXI.  Nautical  Astronomy. 

XXII.  Steam. 

XXIII.  Physical  Geography. 
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Seventy-five  Mechanics’  Institutes  received  aid  from  the  Department  of  Science  and 
Art  for  conducting  Evening  Classes,  on  the  above  subjects,  in  England  in  1870.  In  some 
Institutes  all  the  subjects  were  taught,  but  the  majority  of  them  omitted  Higher  Mathe- 
matics, Organic  Chemistry,  Zoology,  Systematic  Botany,  Mining,  Navigation,  Nautical 
Astronomy,  Steam,  and  Physical  Geography. 

Several  pupils  from  the  Glasses  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Science 
and  Art  have  been  awarded  the  Whitworth  Scholarships. 

As  these  scholarships  are  open  for  competition  to  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  whether  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  India  or  the  Colonies,  I will  refer  to  them.  The  scholarships 
founded  by  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth,  are  of  the  value  of  .£100  a year,  and  tenable  for  three 
years.  The  examinations  are  partly  in  practical  workmanship  and  partly  on  thero- 
retical  subjects. 

Six  scholarships  were  competed  for  in  1877;  the  following  were  the  theoretical 
subjects  ; — 

I.  Practical  Geometry. 

II.  Machine  Drawing. 

Y.  Pure  Mathematics. 

VI.  Theroretical  Mechanics. 

VII.  Applied  Mechanics. 

VII] . Acoustics,  Light  and  Heat. 

IX.  Magnetism  and  Electricity. 

X.  Organic  Chemistry. 

XIX.  Metallurgy. 

XXII.  Steam. 

Freehand  Drawing. 

The  numerals  refer  to  the  preceding  list  of  science  subjects. 

The  competition  in  practical  workmanship  consisted  of  one  or  more  of  the  following 
handicrafts  : — 

1.  Smiths’ Work.  4.  Pattern  Making. 

2.  Turning.  5.  Moulding. 

3.  Piling  and  Filling. 


One  or  more  of  the  following  classes  of  tools. 


1.  The  Axe  and  Adze. 

2.  The  Saw  and  Plane. 

3.  The  Hammer  and  Chisel. 


4.  The  File. 

5.  The  Forge. 

6.  The  Lathe  for  Metal  Turning. 


Extracts  from  Rides  governing  the  tenure  of  the  Whitworth  Scholarship/s. 

1.  The  Whitworth  scholai’s  will  be  required,  while  holding  their  scholarships,  to 
devote  their  time  entirely  to  the  prosecution  of  their  education  as  mechanical  engineers. 

2.  The  object  of  the  scholarship  is  not  to  reward  past  merit,  but  to  aid  and 
encourage  further  study. 

6.  The  scholarships  may  be  held  for  three  years,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  if  the  scholar  has  not  made  satisfactory  progress. 

7 At  the  end  of  each  year’s  tenure  of  the  scholarship,  the  scholars  will  be  examined 
in  theory  or  practice,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  competition  for  the  scholarship.  On 
the  results  of  this  examination  the  following  payments,  in  addition  to  the  £100  before 
mentioned,  will  be  made  among  each  year’s  set  or  batch  of  scholars.  To  the  scholar  who 
does  best  in  the  examination  £100,  to  the  second  £60,  to  the  third  £50,  to  the  fourth 
£40,  to  the  fifth  £30,  and  to  the  sixth  £20. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  three  years’  tenure  of  the  scholarships,  a further  sum  of 
£300  will  be  awarded,  in  the  sums  of  £200  and  £100,  to  the  scholars  of  each  year’s  batch 
who  have  been  best  during  their  tenure  of  scholarship.  In  this  way  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  best  of  the  scholars  at  the  end  of  his  period  of  tenure  of  the  scholarship  to  have 
obtained  £800,  and  the  others  in  proportion. 
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The  scholars  consist  principally  of  engineers  and . students,  but  several  mechanics 
have  obtained  the  scholarships. 


2 Mechanics  were  appointed  in  1 8 70 

2 “ “ “ 1871 

3 “ “ . “ 1872 

2 “ “ “ 1873 

1 “ and  four  apprentices  “ 1874 

3 “ “ “ 1875 

2 “ “ “ 1876 

1 “ “ “ 1877 

Whitworth  scholarship  prizes  were  awarded  to  mechanics,  as  follows  ; — • 

*1  Mechanic,  first  prize  .£100  in  1875 

1 “ “ “ £100  in  1876 

*1  “ second  “ £60  in  1876 

1 “ fourth  “ £40  in  1876 

1 “ sixth  “ £20  in  1876 

1 “ second  “ in  1877 

*1  “ third  prize  for  the  year  £50  and 

second  prize  for  the  three  years  £100  in  1877 

1 “ fourth  prize  in  1877 

1 “ fifth  “ in  1877 

1 “ sixth  “ in  1877 


8.  Museums  and  Mutual  Instruction. 

Museums  are  now  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  proper  development  and  advancement 
of  manufactures.  Museums  are  not,  as  formerly,  mere  collections  of  curiosities.  A modern 
Museum  may  be  called  a repository  of  things  appertaining  to  the  Arts  and  Manufactures, 
intended  to  impart  useful  information,  and,  in  the  same  manner  as  object  lesson  teaching 
is  adapted  to  our  Schools,  so  Museums  are  especially  intended  for  teaching  purposes. 

A small  Museum  of  objects  relating  to  the  Arts  and  Manufactures  should  be  estab- 
lished in  every  Mechanics’  Institute.  This  scheme  may  seem  to  be  Utopian  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons,  yet  it  is  not  only  feasible  but  practicable.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  specimens.  Manufacturers  will  readily  give  samples  of  crude  material,  also, 
specimens  showing  the  various  stages  of  manufacture.  This  will  only  involve  a trifling 
expense.  A book-case,  or  cupboard,  will  do  at  first  to  contain  the  specimens  ; and,  no 
matter  how  insignificant  may  be  their  commercial  value,  they  will  be  valuable  to  the 
members  of  the  Institute.  The  various  trades  and  the  products  of  our  country  should  be 
represented  ; take,  for  instance,  one  of  our  new  industries — petroleum  and  its  manufac- 
ture. There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  specimens  illustrating  this  manufacture.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  any  Mechanics’  Institute  could  obtain  specimens  for  a mere  nominal 
sum,  principally  the  cost  of  packing  and  transit.  The  crude  oil  and  its  various  stages  of 
refining  might  be  exhibited  ; also,  the  coke,  tar,  lubricating  grease,  etc.  The  former  waste 
pi’oducts,  now  utilized  by  the  modern  discoveries  of  chemistry,  might  also  be  shown,  such  as 
parafin  candles,  wax,  chewing  gum,  etc.;  and,  although  not  yet  manufactured  in  Canada,  the 
anniline  dyes  can  be  purchased  for  a small  sum  at  any  drug-store.  It  is  recommended 
that,  on  special  evenings,  one  of  the  officers,  directors,  or  some  person  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject, will  give  a short  description  of  the  article  under  consideration,  to  be  followed  by  a 
discussion,  in  which  all  the  members  are  invited  to  take  part.  Although  at  first  some  of 
the  junior  members  may  be  diffident  in  taking  part  in  the  discussion,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  will  get  up  references  from  the  library  on  the  subject  to  be  discussed,  and  their 
time  will  be  more  valuably  employed  in  acquiring  this  useful  information  than  it  would 
be  in  reading  works  of  fiction.  The  acquirement  of  even  a slight  knowledge  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Arts  and  Manufactures  will  be  of  value  to  every  member,  and  will 


* These  prizes  were  all  taken  by  the  same  mechanic. 
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be  of  special  advantage  to  junior  members.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a young  man  may  be 
apprenticed  to  a trade,  who,  from  liis  practical  knowledge  obtained  at  the  Institute,  will 
know  more  of  the  details  respecting  the  raw  material,  its  history  and  value,  and  its  manu- 
facture in  other  countries,  than  his  master,  who  may  have  devoted  half  of  his  lifetime  to 
the  business.  It  will  also  improve  the  taste  and  knowledge  of  adults;  it  will  induce  them 
to  read  books  descriptive  of  the  specimens  exhibited ; it  will,  in  fact,  be  a kind  of  Mutual 
Instruction  Society,  of  benefit  to  every  member. 

Each  specimen  of  raw  material  should  have  a card  attached,  giving  a brief  description 
of  its  locality,  uses,  etc. ; or,  if  a specimen  of  workmanship,  design,  or  art,  the  principle 
parts  of  excellence,  improvement,  utility  and  cost,  might  be  described.  Every  Museum 
should  also  be  supplied  with  a small  collection  of  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus. 
It  will  be  difficult  at  first  to  induce  the  members  of  Institutes  to  join  Evening  Classes. 
The  chief  aim  of  the  Directors  should  be  to  create  a taste  for  the  study  of  Sciences. 
Cheap  apparatus  might  be  used  to  illustrate  conversational  lectures,  and  the  cost  would 
be  a mere  trifle.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  mechanical  and  chemical  properties  of 
the  atmosphere  are  to  be  illustrated.  The  elements  of  which  it  is  compo.sed,  and  the 
compound  bodies  to  be  found  in  it,  can  be  shown  by  means  of  a few  glass  flasks  and  cheap 
chemicals.  The  essential  properties  of  matter  can  also  be  exhibited  at  a small  cost.  In- 
ertia can  be  explained  by  a coin  and  card  on  the  tip  of  the  Anger,  and  practical  illustra- 
tions described  by  railway  cars,  boats,  etc. ; Impenetrability  can  be  illustrated  by  aid  of 
a bottle,  with  a funnel  accurately  ground  to  fit  the  neck  of  the  bottle;  Indestructibility, 
by  burning  a piece  of  magnesium  wire,  and  showing  the  new  product;  Divisibility,  with 
the  aid  of  a cheap  microscope ; Attraction  of  Gravitation  or  pressure  of  the  atmosphere, 
by  a small  air-pump,  hand-glass  and  bladder,  or,  if  not  attainable,  by  a card  and  a glass 
of  water;  Cohesion  of  solids,  by  scraping  and  pressing  together  two  leaden  bullets;  Co- 
hesion of  fluids,  by  a little  ether,  spirit  lamp,  and  a glass  flask. 

In  a similar  manner,  numerous  conversational  lectures  can  be  illustrated  at  a small 
expense. 

It  is  not  proposed  that  fees  should  be  charged  to  pupils  for  attendance  at  these 
Mutual  Instruction  Classes,  neither  should  the  teacher  or  lecturer  be  paid.  There  are 
members  connected  with  every  Institute  capable  of  conducting  or  presiding  at  a Mutual 
Instruction  Class,  who  would  voluntarily  give  their  time  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  recommended  that  an  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  $50,  be  apportioned  from  the 
Government  grant,  for  Museums,  provided  that  an  equal  sum  be  expended  from  local 
sources. 


9.  Lectores. 

Popular  Scientific  lectures  will  be  of  most  valuable  assistance  in  the  advancement  of 
Mechanics’  Institutes,  and  no  doubt,  be  the  means,  eventually,  of  establishing  Evening 
Classes.  Each  lecture  should  be  illustrated  by  apparatus,  diagrams,  etc. 

The  great  drawback  to  the  success  of  Scientific  Lectures,  as  usually  given  at  Me- 
chanics’ Institutes,  has  been  the  obstruseness  of  the  subject.  The  lecturer  devotes  too 
much  time  to  the  exposition  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  branch  of  Science  he  is  discuss- 
ing, and  the  mixed  audience  of  artizans  and  the  working  classes  are  not  sufficiently 
educated  to  thoroughly  comprehend  the  subject,  and  are  therefore  unable  to  apply  the 
information  received,  to  any  practical  account.  On  the  other  hand,*a  large  audience  can 
be  entertained  and  interested  by  illustrations  and  experiments  made  applicable  to  their 
understanding.  Popular  lectures  can  be  made  an  auxiliary  to  Evening  Class  Instruction. 
Persons  who  become  interested  in  the  Lectures  are  desirous  of  enlarging  their  range  of 
knowledge,  and  their  minds  become  gradually  habituated  to  the  study  of  these  things, 
which,  they  soon  observe,  are  applicable  to  the  common  things  of  every-day  life.  At 
present  Mechanics’  Institute  lectures  are  not  well  attended,  and  the  Directors  are  very 
diffident  about  introducing  subjects  which,  from  experience,  they  have  found  diminished 
rather  than  than  increased  the  funds  of  the  Institute.  If  a few  free  lectures  be  given,  and 
made  interesting  to  the  working  classes,  I have  no  doubt  it  will  increase  the  member- 
ship and  infuse  new  life  into  many  Institutes. 

Lectures  might  be  delivered  on  the  various  branches  of  Science,  as  Astronomy,  Bot- 
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any.  Zoology,  Geology,  etc.,  illustrated  by  Magic  Lantern  Views  Some  years  ago  I gave 
similar  lectures  in  different  parts  of  Canada,  and  although  there  was  an  admission  fee 
charged,  there  was  always  a large  audience.  It  is  recommended  that  a series  of  popular 
lectures  on  Science  he  given,  as  a trial  experiment,  at  a few  of  the  Institutes,  and  that 
the  expense  of  the  same  he  paid  from  the  Mechanics’  Institute  fund. 

Ill  small  towns  and  villages,  where  sufficient  funds  to  pay  a lecturer  cannot  easily  be 
obtained,  it  would  be  worth  while  to  try  a series  of  lectures  on  the  Binary  system,  of 
delivery.  This  system  was  successfully  introduced  into  England  several  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
Twining,  founder  of  the  Twickenham  Economic  Museum.  It  consists  of  the  joint  action 
of  a Eeader  and  Demonstrator,  and  is  describedjas  follows,  in  “Science  for  the  People:” 
— “Wherever  a specimen  is  to  he  shown,  a diagram  to  he  pointed  to,  or  an  experiment 
to  be  performed,  a cross  ( x ) in  the  text  warns  the  Reader  to  make  any  pause  that  may 
he  required.  The  Demonstrator,  who  has  before  him  a list  of  instructions,  with  every 
device  for  enabling  him  to  be  ready,  at  the  right  moment  does  the  needful,  and  the  read- 
ing is  resumed  without  the  least  embarrassment  or  lost  of  time.  A Eeader  cannot  be 
expected  to  deliver  a written  or  finished  lecture,  satisfactorily,  if  he  has  to  go  to  and  fro 
between  his  text  and  his  diagrams  or  his  apparatus.  On  the  other  hand,  a professor  who 
can  deliver  a whole  educational  com-se  in  a concise  yet  easy  style,  without  further  guidance 
than  8r  few  notes,  and  who,  at  the  same  time,  is  a skilful  experimentalist,  is  an  expensive 
luxury,  even  in  London,  and  is  almost  unobtainable  in  most  Provincial  localities.  But 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  scarcely  a country  town  where  the  College  or  the  School  can- 
not supply  a good  Reader  for  a philanthropic  subject,  whilst  the  Doctor  or  the  Chemist 
will  be  sufficiently  up  to  the  perfoming  of  any  amount  of  Chemical  or  other  experiments 
involved  in  explaining  the  Science  of  daily  life.” 

A course  of  ten  lectures,  prepared  on  the  Binary  system,  has  been  published.  The 
title  of  the  book  is,  “Science  made  Easy,”  and  the  subjects  of  the  lectures  are;  — 

Lecture  1. — Mechanical  Physics — Properties  of  Bodies,  Gravity,  Inertia,  etc. 

“ 2. — -Mechanical  Physics — Mechanical  Powers,  Locomotive  Appliances. 

“ 3. — Mechanical  Physics— Hydrostatics  and  Aerostatics. 

“ 4. — Chemical  Physics — Light,  Heat,  etc. 

“ 5. — Inorganic  Chemistry. 

“ 6. — Organic  Chemistry. 

“ 7. — The  Mineral  and  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

“ 8. — Outlines  of  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

“ 9. — Outlines  of  Human  Physiology. 

“ 10.  do  do  do 

Each  lecture  is  illustrated  with  apparatus  and  diagrams ; full  directions  are  given  how 
to  perform  experiments,  etc. 

The  Binary  method  for  science  lectures  has  now  become  so  popular  in  England,  that 
a system  of  examination  has  been  sucessfully  conducted  in  connection  with  them.  These 
examinations  are  simply  to  test  the  average  capabilities  of  the  class  of  students  in  each 
locality,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  desire  for  scientific  instruction.  Surely  a similar  system 
might  be  adopted  in  this  Province.  Manuscript  lectures  might  be  prepared  and  sent  to 
the  Institutes,  and  even  the  apparatus  and  diagrams  might  be  loaned  by  the  Government, 
the  Institute  paying  expenses  of  freight,  etc.  One  set  of  lectures  and  apparatus  might  be 
sent  to  several  Institutes  in  the  course  of  one  season.  The  expense  will  be  comparative- 
ly small,  but  the  adi^ntages  are  incalculable  to  those  whose  educational  facilities  have 
been  limited. 

A full  course  of  lectures  on  any  branch  of  science  could  be  given  on  the  Binary  sys- 
tem, where  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  have  evening  classes,  and  it  is  very  probable  that 
heads  of  families,  who  would  not  attend  evening  classes,  would  be  regular  attendants  at 
such  lectures. 

A suggestive  syllabus  of  questions,  applicable  to  the  lectures  in  “ Science  made  Easy 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Twining.  He  remarks  : — 

“ It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  object  is  to  gain  a hold  of  minds  in  a very  incip- 
ient state  of  culture,  to  raise  them  to  a sound  practical  acquaintance  with  many  useful 
things,  and  at  the  same  time  to  endue  them  with  a capability  for  learning  more. 
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If  his  plan  can  be  carried  out,  Elementary  Science,  illustrated  with  experiments, 
can  be  made  instructive  to  all  classes,  and  will  produce  a desire  for  further  knowledge. 

10.  General  Details. 

Every  Institute  should  be  furnished  with  a Record  of  Delivery  and  Return  Rook’ 
a Day  Book  and  Ledger,  and  a separate  file  book  for  invoices  and  vouchers. 

The  Day  Book  might  be  left  in  chai'ge  of  the  Librarian,  for  small  sums  to  be  entered,  but 
the  Ledger,  showing  the  entire  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  funds  of  the  Institute, 
should  be  kept  by  the  treasurer.  This  book  should  be  balanced  quarterly,  and  presented 
at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Directors,  so  that  they  may  be  made  cognizant  of  the 
financial  aifairs  of  the  Institute.  The  present  system  seems  to  be,  for  the  treasurer  to 
have  entire  charge  of  monetary  affairs,  and  only  report  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

11.  Librarian. 

One  of  the  most  serious  difficulties  in  connection  with  Mechanics’  Institutes,  is  the 
excessive  proportion  which  the  annual  cost  of  the  librarian’s  salary  bears  to  the  whole 
amount  of  expenditure  for  the  Institute. 

It  is  suggested  that  women  can  be  employed  at  a far  less  cost,  and  they  make 
excellent  librarians.  Two  or  three  of  the  best  regulated  Institutes  in  Ontario  are  in 
charge  of  women. 

12.  Mechanics’  Institute  Industrial  Exhibitions. 

As  previously  stated  Industrial  Exhibitions  have  been  successfully  conducted 
under  the  management  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  England. 

I can  give  no  stronger  evidence  in  support  of  this  scheme,  than  by  quoting  my  own 
remarks  on  industrial  instruction  and  exhibitions,  recently  published  in  the  “ Industrial 
World.”  After  pointing  out  what  has  been  done  in  England,  I say  : — 

“Is  it  not  possible  that  the  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  Canada  can  do  similar  work?  It 
is  true  they  are  somewhat  identified  with  the  provincial  exhibitions,  and  representatives 
of  institutes  have  been  invited  to  act  as  judges,  but  no  real  practical  value  is  accomplished 
by  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  this  direction.  Why  cannot  a few  leading  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tutes form  small  industrial  exhibitions!  This  country  is  now  able  to  appreciate  every- 
thing that  will  develop  commercial  industry,  and  there  has  been  nO  period  in  our  history 
when  this  want  is  more  keenly  felt  than  at  the  present  time.  We  are  now  endeavoring 
to  increase  our  trade  and  manufactures,  and  every. means  should  be  used  to  awaken  the 
dormant  national  genius  and  inventive  faculties  of  our  people.  The  Industrial  Exhibi- 
tion, at  Toronto,  is  now  one  of  the  institutions  of  our  country.  Its  success,  to  which  we 
shall  refer  hereafter,  may  be  attributed  partly  to  centralization  ; but  there  is  no  reason 
why  an  industrial  exhibition  should  not  be  held  in  connection  with  the  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute, in  every  smalltown,  and  whenever  held  they  will  be  found  to  influence  the  working 
classes,  by  creating  an  elevated  taste  and  imparting  practical  knowledge  in  regard  to  the 
national  products  of  our  country  and  the  various  branches  of  our  arts  and  manufactures. 
The  advantages  of  small  annual  exhibitions  in  this  country  may  be  judged  of  by  the  work 
done  by  the  agricultural  societies  in  Ontario.  Our  exports  of  improved  cattle  and  agri- 
cultural products  are  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  these  societies.  The  annual  competitive 
fairs  which  are  held  are  of  great  interest  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  are  attend- 
ed by  people  from  long  distances  as  well  as  those  from  their  own  localities.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  improvement  of  stock  is  partly  the  result  of  private  enterprise,  but  it  is 
certain  that  this  enterprise  has  been  accelerated  and  increased  by  the  establishment  of 
agricultural  fairs,  where  exhibitors  can  compete  against  one  another,  and  dispose  of  their 
surplus  stock  to  advantage,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  large  annual  grants  given  by 
the  Ontario  Legislature  for  the  encouragement  of  agricultural  societies,  enabling  them  to 
hold  these  fairs,  have  done  more  for  the  elevation  of  the  farmers  of  this  province  within 
the  pa.st  few  years  than  would  have  been  accomplished  by  individual  effort  in  a century. 
The  great  progress  which  we  have  made  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements 
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may  also  be  attributed  to  the  same  cause.  The  necessity  of  improved  machinery  was  felt 
by  the  manufacturers  when  they  entered  into  competition  at  the  agricultural  fairs  ; this 
led  to  new  inventions  and  new  appliances,  enabling  some  of  them  to  successfully  compete 
at  the  International  Exhibition  in  Paris.  In  fact  this  is  the  only  real  branch  of  our 
manufactures  that  was  awarded  a gold  medal  in  1878.  This  has  also  been  the  means  of 
our  doing  a large  export  trade  in  agricultural  implements,  and  thus  increasing  the  wealth 
and  revenue  of  our  country.  We  trust  that  industrial  exhibitions  may  be  of  equal  service 
in  advancing  other  manufactures  throughont  Canada,  and  that  by  our  united  energies  as 
a people  we  may  be  able  to  show  the  world  what  a productive  country  Canada  really  is, 
and  may  thus  also  be  the  means  of  opening  up  new  avenues  of  trade  and  prosperity 
throughout  the  whole  Dominion.” 

13.  Ontario  Mechanics’  Institute  Reference  Library.^ 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Reference  Library,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  of 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  be  now  transferred  to  the  Education  Department, 

The  Library  consists  of  several  hundred  of  volumes  of  standard  works  on  Architec- 
ture, Manufactures,  Industrial  Arts,  Science,  etc.  ■ also,  nearly  1,000  volumes  of  Patents 
of  British  Inventions  and  Designs,  Canada  Patent  Office  Reports,  etc. 

The  Ontario  Mechanics’  Institute  Reference  Library  is  intended  for  supplying  infor- 
mation to  members  of  any  Mechanics’  Institute  in  the  Province,  on  practical  and  scientific 
subjects,  patents,  etc.,  in  England,  Canada,  and  the  United  States. 

The  want  of  a Library  of  Reference  has  been  felt  by  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  every 
manufacturing  town,  and  frequently  they  have  been  compelled  to  purchase  reference 
books  when  the  money  might  have  been  applied  more  advantageously  for  other  purposes. 

This  will  be  a great  boon  to  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  as  they  will  be  able  to 
obtain  information  on  subjects  of  importance  which  they  cannot  procure  from  their  local 
libraries. 

14.  Conventions. 

It  is  desirable  that  a Convention  of  the  Executive  Officers  of  Mechanics’  Institutes 
should  meet  annually  for  the  purpose  of  discussing,  considering  and  recommending  such 
means  as  will  secure  the  improved  management  and  progress  of  the  Institutes,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  submit  their  views  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  the  Education  De- 
partment. The  travelling  expenses  attending  such  convention  could  be  fairly  allowed  for, 
and  the  further  continuance  of  the  Association  might  therefore  become  unnecessary. 

15.  V-isiTiNG  Members. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  a member  of  any  Mechanics’  Institute  receiving  Gov- 
ernment aid,  when  visiting  any  other  Institute,  shall,  on  showing  his  card  of  membership, 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  such  Institute  for  30  days,  free  of  expense. 

This  will  create  a bond  of  good-fellowship  between  t!ie  different  Institutes,  and  also 
be  a channel  of  communication  which  will  be  very  valuable. 


I beg  to  submit  herewith  the  Abstract  Tables,  and  the  Appendix  as  to  each  Institute 
visited,  with  remarks  on  its  standing.  These  are  extracted  from  the  Directors’  Annual 
Reports,  and  the  remarks  will  show  what  changes  have  been  made  in  expenditure  and 
otherwise  since  the  reports  were  made. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  May, 

Superintendent  of  Educational  Museum  and  Library. 


APPENDIX. 


Abstracts  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  for  1879-80,  shewing 
Receipts  and  Expenditure,  Number  of  Volumes  in  Library,  Reading  Rooms, 
Evening  Classes,  etc.,  together  with  remarks  on  the  present  standing  of  each 
Institute.  (See  page  80.) 


Summary  of  time  engaged,  and  visits  made  in  the  Inspection  of  the  several  Mechanics’ 
Institutes,  the  results  of  which  are  set  forth  in  the  Appendix  as  to  each,  in  the  order 
of  their  alphabetical  arrangement. 


1880. 

Prom  the  11th  to 
28th  June. 

Toronto. 

Hamilton. 

London. 

Strathroy. 

Watford. 

Petrolia. 

Sarnia. 

Point  Edward. 
Forest. 
Arkona. 
Parkhill. 

Ailsa  Craig. 
Lucan. 

St.  Mary’s. 

Aylmer. 

St.  Thomas. 

Ridgetown. 

Chatham. 

(also,  Western  School  of 
Art  and  Design.) 

Total 

19 

From  the  .5th  to 
31st  July. 

Kingston. 

Garden  Island. 

Napanee. 

Ottawa. 

Pembroke. 

Renfrew. 

Kemptville. 

Smith’s  Falls. 

Prescott. 

Alexandria. 

Cornwall. 

Brockville. 

Merrickville. 

Belleville. 

Picton.  Also 
Literary  and  Historical 
Society,  Ottawa. 

Institut  Canadien,  Ottawa 
St.  Patrick’s  Society,  “ 
Normal  School,  “ 

19 

From  the  5th  to 
16th  August. 

St.  Catharines. 

Thorold. 

Welland. 

Niagara. 

Grimsby. 

Port  Colborne. 

Niagara  Falls. 

(Detained  four  days  by 
illness  on  this  trip. ) 

7 

31st  August. 

Streetsville. 

1 

2nd  to  4th  Sept. 

Richmond  Hill. 
Aurora. 

Schomberg. 

Newmarket. 

Bradford. 

5 

6th  Sept. 

Dundas.  • 

Water  down. 

2 

From  the  13th  to 
16th  Sept. 

Oakville. 

Woodstock. 

Ingersoll. 
St.  George. 

Paris. 

5 

18th  September. 

1 Penetanguishene. 

1 

22nd  September. 

! 

i Hamilton  (Assooia- 
j tion  meeting). 

1 

1 

1 
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Summary  of  time  engaged,  visits  made,  etc. — Continued. 


From  4th  to  16th 
October. 

Brampton. 

Guelph. 

Flora. 

Hespeler. 

Preston. 

Galt. 

Ayr. 

Berlin. 

Waterloo. 

Stratford. 

Mitchell. 

Seaforth. 

Wards  ville. 

Exeter. 

Listowel. 

Clinton. 

Goderich. 

Blyth. 

Kincardine. 

Brussels. 

Wingham. 

Total. 

21 

From  2.5th  to  30th 
October. 

Whitby. 
Port  Perr3'. 
Lindsay. 

Fenelon  Falls. 
Wood  ville. 
Uxbridge. 

Stouffville. 

Markham. 

Scarborough. 

9 

4th  November. 

Oshawa. 

Bowmanville. 

2 

5th  November. 

Woodbridge. 

Bolton. 

2 

From  the  8th  to 
30th  November. 

Brantford. 

Dunnville. 

Norwich. 

Tilsonburg. 

Simcoe. 

Vittoria. 

Fergus. 

Harriston. 

Wroxeter. 

Mount  Forest. 

Port  Elgin. 

Paisley. 

Walkerton. 

Barrie. 

Orillia. 

Gravenhurst. 

Bracebridge. 

Collingwood. 

Thornbury. 

Clarksburg. 

Meaford. 

Owen  Sound. 

Durham. 

Flesherton. 

Orangeville. 

Claude. 

Arthur. 

Alliston. 

28 

From  1st  to  4th 
December. 

Milton. 
Port  Hope. 

Peterborough. 

Norwood. 

Brighton. 

6 

Mechanics’  Institutes 
Other  Institutes 


121 

6 


Total 


127 


Summary  Showing  the  Classification  of  Institutes,  as  Visited  in  1880. 

1.  Institutes  with  Reading  Room,  Evening 
subjects)  : — 


Barrie 

Belleville 

Bowmanville 

Bradford 

Brock ville  (commenced  for  1881.) 

Clinton 

Galt 

Guelph 

Garden  Island 

Hamilton 

Hespeler 

Kingston 

London 


Classes,  and  Library  (of  authorized 

Milton 

Kapanee 

Peterborough  (commenced  in  ’80.) 

Port  Hope 

Preston 

Ridgetown 

Seaforth 

Stratford 

Stouffville 

Toronto 

Uxbridge 

Total,  24 


2.  Institute  without  Reading  Room  but  with  Evening  Classes  and  Library  (of 
authorized  subjects) : — 

Meaford  I Whitby 

Waterloo 


Total,  3 
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3.  Institutes  with  Readiiig  Room,  and 

no  Evening  Classes  but  with  Library  (of 

authorized  subjects)  : — 

Arkona 

Orillia 

Aylmer 

Oakville 

Blyth 

Paisley 

Brantford 

Paris 

Brighton 

Parkhill 

Chatham 

Prescott 

Collingwood 

Point  Edward 

Dundas 

Sarnia 

Goderich 

Strathroy 

Georgetown 

St.  Catharines 

Grimsby 

St.  Mary’s 

Harriston 

St.  George 

Lindsay 

Thorold 

Mitchell 

W oodstock 

Niagara 

Watford 

Niagara  Falls 

Norwich 

Total,  32 

4.  Institutes  without  Reading  Room 

or  Evening  Classes  but  with  Library  (of 

authorized  subjects)  : — 

Ailsa  Craig 

Mount  Forest 

Ayr 

Norwood 

Brussels 

Port  Elgin 

Claude 

Simcoe 

Durham 

Wardsville 

Flora 

Welland 

Ennottville 

W roxeter 

Forest 

Markham 

Total,  16 

5.  Institutes  that  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act : — 

Alliston 

Orangeville 

Arthur 

Owen  Sound 

Berlin 

*Penetanguishene 

Bolton 

Picton 

Bracebridge 

Port  Colborne 

Clarksburg 

Port  Perry 

*Dunnville 

Richmond  Hill 

Exeter 

Smith’s  Falls 

Fenelon  Falls 

Streetsville 

Fergus 

Thunder  Bay 

Kemptville 

Walkerton 

Listowel 

Waterdown 

Lucan 

W ingham 

*Newmarket 

Woodbridge  Total,  28 

6.  New  Institutes,  not  reported  : — 

Huntsville 

Petrolea 

Ingersoll 

Tilsonburg 

Midland 

Wiarton 

Parkdale 

St.  Thomas 

Total,  8 

* They  had  Evening  Classes  last  year. 
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7.  Institutes  not  reported  as  being  in  operation  : — • 


Aurora 

Brampton 

Columbus 

Greenwood 

Kincardine 

Merrickville 


Oshawa. 

Pembroke 

Renfrew 

Schomberg 

Vittoria 

Total,  11 


8.  Institutes  which  do  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  : — 


Alexandria 

Ottawa  (St.  Patrick’s) 


Scarboro’ 

Total,  3 


Grand  Total  Showing  the  Classification  of  Institutes  as  Visited  in  1880. 


1.  . 

. 24 

2. 

. 3 

3.  . 

. 32 

4.  . 

. 16 

5.  . 

. 28 

6.  . 

. 8 

7.  . 

. 11 

8.  . 

. 3 

Institutes  with  Reading  Room,  Evening  Classes  and  Library  (of  authorized 
subjects). 

Institutes  without  Reading  Room  but  with  Evening  Classes  and  Library 
(of  authorized  subjects). 

Institutes  with  Reading  Room  and  no  Evening  Classes  but  with  Library 
(of  authorized  subjects). 

Institutes  without  Reading  Room  or  Evening  Classes  but  with  Library 
(of  authorized  subjects). 

Institutes  that  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

II  new  (not  reported). 

II  not  reported  as  being  in  operation. 

II  which  do  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Statute. 


Total,  125 


AILSA  CRAIG  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1877. 

Number  of  Members,  93.  Annual  Subscriptions,  $1.00  (Subscribers,  15c.  per  month). 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  in  hand  $3  30 

From  Members 87  50 

II  Lectures,  Entertaininents,  etc  32  70 

II  Donations  1 90 

II  Other  sources 5 95 


Total  $131  35 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $51  50 

II  Lectures,  etc *.  11  12 

" i 36  00 

M salaries  j 

II  Miscellaneous 5 70 

Balance  on  hand  27  03 


Total  $131  35 
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Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 80 

Fiction 150 

History 87 

Miscellaneous  299 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  26 

Periodical  Literature  0 

Science  and  Art  95 

Voyages  and  Travels  46 

Works  of  Deference 21 


Vols.  Issued. 
86 
618 
76 
730 
28 
0 

50 

182 

0 


Total 


804  1770 


Assets,  $827.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1878  to  1880,  $600. 


Remarks. 


This  Institute  received  $400  in  1878,  but  having  only  expended  $551.81  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant  in  1879,  did  not  qualify  for  new  grant 
until  1 880.  The  Library  is  kept  on  one  side  of  a shop.  There  is  an  excellent  selection  of 
books  in  good  order,  labelled  and  numbered,  but  comparatively  few  of  the  books  on  history 
and  science  have  been  read,  many  of  them  not  having  their  leaves  cut.  I was  informed 
that  there  had  been  great  difficulty  in  selecting  $600  worth  of  books,  and  that  a member  of 
the  library  committee,  of  a scientific  turn  of  mind,  has  selected  quite  a number  of  books  on 
science,  including  Watts’  Dictionary  of  Chemistry,  price  $60,  but,  unfortunately,  these 
books  are  not  adapted  to  the  generality  of  readers,  and  the  Institute  will  be  now  glad  to 
dispose  of  W atts’  Chemistry  at  half-price.  There  had  been  one  entertainment  and  two 
lectures  du  ring  the  season,  from  which  was  realized  about  $20  profit. 


ALEXANDRIA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  17.  Annual  Subscription,  $3. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $15  00 

“ Legislative  Grant . . 220  00 

Balance  due  Treasurer,  sale  of 

newspapers  3 75 


Total $238  75 


Expendit'ure  during  the  year. 


For  Books 

$61  65 

“ Reading  Room  . 

22  25 

“ Rent  

25  00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association.  11  00 

“ Miscellaneous 

26  35 

Balance  on  hand  . . . 

92  50 

Total 

$238  75 
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Library. 

Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama  

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library. 
21 
0 
61 
44 
26 
37 
5 
7 

2 . 


Yols.  Issued. 


No  record 


h 

kept. 


Total 


*203 


Reading  Room. 

No  report. 

Assets,  $316.50.  Liabilities,  $10. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $220. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1878,  and  received  a grant  of  $220  in  1879. 

There  is  a large  room  for  Library  and  a Recreation  Room.  As  will  be  seen  from  this 
Report,  the  Institute  only  contributed  $15  in  cash,  yet  applied  for  $220  Government  grant, 
and  this  was  paid  on  an  affidavit  that  $110  would  be  expended  from  local  contributions. 
Instead  of  doing  this,  a charge  of  $92  was  made  for  a lot  of  old  books  received  as  do- 
nations. This  sum  has  not  been  allowed  in  the  Report  as  receipts  or  expenditure. 

The  following  is  my  Report  to  the  Minister  on  my  return  from  visiting  Alexandria  ; — 
“ This  is  chiefly  a reading  room  for  a fev^  persons— only  seventeen  members  ; it  is  of 
no  practical  value  to  the  working  classes,  etc.  Unless  Evening  Classes  are  formed 

no  further  Government  aid  should  be  allowed.  Instead  of  contributing  money,  the 

grant,  in  1879,  was  obtained  by  charging  for  old  books  which  were  presented  to  the 
Institute.  I noticed  one  entry,  subscription  of  34  vols.  of  the  London  Quarterly,  Edin- 
bwrgh,  Westminster  and  North  British  Reviews,  $2  each,  $68.  I may  remark  that  old 
Reviews  like  these  can  be  purchased  at  from  twenty-flve  cents  to  flfty  cents  each  and 
would  not  realize  more  than  about  ten  cents  at  auction.” 

Remarks  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Education : — 

“ This  cannot  be  recognized.” 


ALLISTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated,  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  69.  Annual  Subscription,  $1  ; Ladies,  fifty  cents. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $2  30 

From  Members 27  45 

“ Legislative  Grant  400  00 


Total $429  75 


Exyenditv/re  during  the  year. 


For  Books!  $272  82 

n Reading  Room! 124  00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 12  93 


Total  $429  75 


*This  includes  books  to  the  value  of  ?100.78  purchased  in  June  1880,  also  donations  in  books  charged 

.$92. 

tSee  Remarks. 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference.  . 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library. 

8 

139 

39 

109 

31 

6 

4 

4 

0 


340 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


Reading  Room. 

No  report. 

Assets,  $528.32.  Liabilities,  $30.00. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 


Remarks. 

1 

This  is  a new  Institute;  it  expended  $60.61  for  books  prior  to  1st  May,  1879, 
which  has  been  allowed  for  this  year.  The  following  statement  will  show  the  amounts 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  Statute  : — 

1879. 

April  23 — Books  (properly  belonging  to  1878-9)  $60  61 


June  21 — II  II  II  4 00 

June  25 — n n n 14  94 

1880. 

March  10 — Newspapers  25  00 

Total $141  55 


This  is  all  that  was  expended  up  to  date  of  Report,  1st  May,  1880,  although  $272.82 
has  been  charged  for  books  and  $124  for  Reading  Room.  In  the  Report  for  1878-9  it  is 
stated  that  $106.20  were  expended  for  books  and  periodicals;  but  the  expenditure  for 
these  items  was  only  $60.61. 

Expenditure  after  1st  May,  1880. 


June  8 — Books)  ( . . . . $99  50 

July  21 — II  ' Allowed  to  be  charged  in  1879-80  ■'....  25  54 

Sept.  — II  j ( 24  84 


$291  43 

Allowed  for  Reading  Room  this  year  40  00 


$331  43 

Balance  to  be  expended  before  new  grant  can  be  applied  for  268  57 

$600  00 


84 


This  Institute  formerly  paid  $80  rent,  and  $60  for  librarian’s  salary,  but  now  pays 
for  rent  and  attendance  $110  per  annum.  The  subscriptions  from  members  for  this  year 
only  amount  to  $24.45. 

It  occupies  a lar^e  store,  the  books  are  covered  and  kept  in  a book-case,  and  are  in 
good  condition,  but  there  are  too  many  books  of  fiction.  The  books  are  exchanged  twice 
a week. 


ARKONA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Number  of  Members,  49. 


Incorporated  1878. 

Annual  Subscription,  $1.00,  Ladies  50  cents. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $105  46 

From  Members 67  66 

n Legislative  Grant 324  00 

n Donations  69  40 


Total  $566  52 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $387  41 

II  Reading  Room  85  04 

II  Rent  15  00 

II  Salaries  24  00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 16  20 

II  Miscellaneous 4 00 

Balance  on  hand  34  87 


Total  $566  52 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

5 

67 

26 

186 

24 

10 

50 

17 

2 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  Record 
kept. 


Total 


387 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  15.  Magazines,  0.  Periodicals,  2. 

Assets,  $525.28.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $724.00. 


Remarks. 

When  I visited  this  Institute  $383.10  had  only  been  expended,  instead  of  $486,  in 
accordance  with  the  Statute.  As  shown  in  Report,  it  has  since  expended  the  balance  and 
qualified  for  new  grant. 

There  is  a large  up-stairs  room  in  a good  locality.  The  books  are  covered  with 
paper  and  kept  under  lock  and  key.  It  was  recommended  that  the  books  be  numbered 
on  tlie  outside. 
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ARTHUR  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  60.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.00. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $55  50 

II  Legislative  Grant 277  00 

Total $332  50 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books 

$170 

59 

II  Reading  Room* 

21 

68 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  13 

85 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

126 

38 

Total 

$332 

50 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference. . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


150 

650 

150  . 

800 

100 

200 

27 

80 

16 

50 

0 

0 

14 

40 

100 

500 

0 

0 

Total 


557  2320 


Reading  Room. 


No  report. 


Assets,  $500.  Liabilities,  $37.82. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $277. 

Remarks. 


This  Institute  may  be  said  to  take  the  place  of  a public  school  library.  The  books 
are  kept  in  the  school  house  and  the  head  master  is  the  librarian. 

There  are  no  Lectures,  Evening  Classes,  or  Reading  Room.  $21.68  have  been 
charged  for  Reading  Room,  but  there  are  no  newspapers  or  periodicals  entered  in  the 
annual  Report.  When  I visited  Arthur  I was  unable  to  get  the  annual  Report,  as  a 
duplicate  had  not  been  kept.  On  my  return  I procured  a copy  of  the  Report  from  the 
Mechanics’  Institute  Association,  and  I sent  the  treasurer  the  following  letter : — 

I am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  examined  the  Report  sent  to  Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Mechanics’  Institute  at  Arthur, 
for  the  business  year  terminating  1st  of  May,  1880,  and  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  following : — 

“ The  Legislative  grant  was  paid  on  an  affidavit  agreeing  to  expend  a sum  equal  to 
one-half  the  amount  paid  by  the  Government  from  local  contributions.  You  received 
$277,  and  this,  together  with  local  moneys,  would  equal  $415.50  to  he  expended  in  accord- 
awe  with  the  Statute. 


* See  Remarks. 
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viz.:- 


Your  Report  only  shows  $192.27  to  have  been  expended  for  the  purposes  specified, 

Books,  etc.,  bought  in  accordance  with  Legislative  Grant. . . .$170  59 
Five  per  cent,  to  Mechanics’ Institute  Association 13  85 


$184  44 


“ This  leaves  a balance  of  $231.06  to  be  expended  before  you  will  be  entitled  to 
apply  for  new  grant.” 

The  Report  shows  that  $55.50  only  were  received  from  local  sources,  yet  it  was  resolved 
to  expend  $138.50  in  order  to  get  the  grant  of  $277.  The  Institute  did  not  even  apply 
the  Government  grant  expended  in  accordance  with  the  Statute,  but  used  part  of  it  to 
pay  off  a debt  incurred  the  previous  year. 


AURORA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1855. 

This  Institute  is  virtually  closed.  No  Report  having  been  sent  to  the  Government, 
or  any  grant  received  since  1876. 

A good  building,  with  lecture  hall,  was  erected  some  years  ago  for  this  Institute.  I 
am  informed  that  the  building  has  been  paid  for,  and  that  there  are  no  outstanding 
debts.  There  is  a fair  Library,  kept  in  a locked  book-case,  in  the  hall.  The  last  Report 
showed  524  volumes  in  Library,  and  123  members. 

The  president  and  treasurer  promised  to  endeavour  to  resuscitate  the  Institute,  and 
to  send  a Report  to  this  Department  showing  its  present  standing,  but  no  communication 
has  been  received  from  them  since  my  last  visit. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1873  to  1879,  $770. 


AYLMER  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1874. 

Number  of  Members,  105.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.00. 


Receij^ts  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

n Legislative  Grant  

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  19  10 
Balance  due  Treasurer 29  84 


Total 


$102 

75 

300 

00 

; 19 

10 

29 

84 

$451 

69 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  Books*  $327  IL 

II  Reading  Room  39  55 

II  Salaries  20  00 

II  Mechanics’ Institute  Associat’n  15  00 

II  Miscellaneous 50  03 

Total .$451  69 


* Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $68.34. 
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Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 116 

Fiction , 154 

History 134 

Miscellaneous  232 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 66 

Periodical  Literature  55 

Science  and  Art 137 

Voyages  and  Travels 92 

Works  of  Reference 66 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  separate 
record  kept. 


Total  j 1052  2371 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  5.  Magazines,  3.  Periodicals,  0. 


Assets,  $1,600.  Liabilities,  $2,984. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1875  to  1880,  $1530.00. 


Remarks. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Report,  there  was  a discrepancy  of  $68.34 — only  $381.66 
instead  of  $450  had  been  expended  in  accordance  with  the  Statute. 

This  sum  has  since  been  expended  for  books,  and  the  Institute  has  received  a new 
grant.  There  is  an  excellent  room  and  a lecture  hall,  free,  in  the  town  hall,  ^he  books  are 
well  selected  and  in  good  order,  and  are  kept  in  glass  cases. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  this  Institution  are  very  enterprising  and  energetic  men, 
and  if  they  establish  Evening  Classes,  as  proposed,  I have  no  doubt  this  will  eventually  be 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  Mechanics’  Institutes  in  Ontario. 


AYR  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1856. 

Number  of  Members,  48.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $39  23 

From  Members 64  06 

ir  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  31  44 

ir  Donations  14  20 


Total $148  93 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $76  20 

1 1 Rent  ............  ......  I Krv  f\f\ 

„ Salaries } 

If  Miscellaneous 19  10 

Balance  on  hand  3 63 


Total $148  93 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference  . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

204 

492 

284 

486 

51 

9 

129 

162 

35 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 

1- 

kept. 


Total 


1852 


88 


Assets,  $1003.63.  Liabilities,  none 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1878,  $1472.84. 

Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  Institutes  in  Ontario,  having  been  incorporated  in  1856,  and 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  same  librarian  for  the  past  twenty-6ve  years.  The  Library  is 
kept  in  an  up-stairs  room  in  a private  house.  A large  number  of  the  books  are  consider- 
ably worn  and  should  be  re-bound.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  old  Institute  like  this 
has  not  more  members.  There  were  only  48  at  $1  each,  registered  when  visited  ; the 
members  subscription  not  being  sufficient  to  pay  librarian’s  salary  and  rent. 

It  was  entitled  to  apply  for  grant  in  1880,  but  has  not  done  so  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  in  raising  funds  to  qualify. 

The  books,  furniture,  etc.,  are  valued  at  $1,000  in  the  Report.  This,  I presume, 
represents  the  cost,  as  one-half  that  amount  would  probably  be  far  in  excess  of  their 
present  value. 

This  Institute  has  done  good  work  since  its  inauguration,  by  Evening  Classes, 
Lectures,  etc.,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  now  revive  and  be  a credit  to  the  enter- 
prising village  with  whose  progress  it  may  almost  be  said  to  have  been  identified. 


BARRIE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1 854. 

Number  of  Members,  65.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditwre  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$51 

63 

For  Books  

.$106  75 

From  Members 

62 

25 

M 

Evening  Classes 

. 287  25 

II  Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

M 

Reading  Room  

9 25 

II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes. 

. 150 

50 

ff 

Rent  

. 58  00 

II  Donations  

12 

00 

M 

Salaries  

. 166  11 

II  Other  sources 

. 42 

90 

It 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association . 

. 20  00 

Baln.nee  due  Treasurer 

1 

57 

Miscellaneous  

. 73  49 

Total 

.$720  85 

Total 

.$720  85 

Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  $88.77. 


Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


101 

40 

346 

599 

161 

86 

124 

36 

33 

■ 15 

50 

17 

117 

76 

57  , 

91 

22 

0 

1011 


Total 


960 


89 


Beading  Boom. 

Newspapers,  10.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  3. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subjects. 

14  • Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

8 Architectural  and  Mechanical  Drawing. 

45  Music. 

Assets,  $555.50.  Liabilities,  $15.84. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $2,412. 

Bemarks. 

This  Institute  had  charged  a proportion  of  the  librarian’s  salary  and  rent,  amounting 
to  $1 76. 75,  to  the  Beading  Boom  and  Evening  Classes.  As  the  enforcement  of  the  expendi- 
ture ofthis  large  amount  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  Act,  would  probably  be  the  means 
of  closing  up  the  Institute,  the  Minister  allowed  one-half  of  that  sum  for  the  past  year,  and 
the  Institute  has  since  expended  $88.37  for  books,  etc.,  in  order  to  qualify  for  grant  of 
1880. 

The  total  amount  received  from  members’  subscriptions  in  1879  was  only  $62.25,  yet 
the  librarian  was  paid  a salary  of  $150,  and  for  rent  and  taxes,  $58.  This  was  princi- 
pally obtained  from  fees  of  the  pupils  attending  Evening  Classes.  It  has  been  allowed 
this  year,  as  it  has  been  customary  for  Institutes  to  enter  the  pupils’  fees  as  receipts  for 
general  purposes,  instead  of  applying  the  fees  to  the  payment  of  salaries  of  the  teachers. 
The  Beport  shows  $406.30  as  expenditure  for  Evening  Classes.  Now,  if  we  deduct  the 
“proportion  of  the  librarian’s  salary  charged,  it  will  be  found  that  only  $287.25  was 
expended  for  teaching,  and  as  $150.50  was  received  for  pupils’  fees,  the  proper  amount 
charged  to  Evening  Classes  should  have  been  only  $136.75,  instead  of  $406.30. 

The  total  value  of  assets  is  only  $555.50,  although  up  to  date  of  Beport  (1879) 
$2,012  had  been  received — $740  before  Confederation  and  $2,012  from  the  Ontario 
Government. 

It  is  quite  evident,  that  in  order  to  meet  current  expenses,  this  Institute  must  either 
increase  its  subscription  list,  or  reduce  its  expenditure.  Although  the  town  of  Barrie  has 
4,500  inhabitants,  there  are  only  65  members  belonging  to  its  Mechanics’  Institute. 


BELLEVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1850 — Be-established,  1876. 


Number  of  Members,  505.  Annual  Subscription,  $3. 

Clubs  of  four,  $1.50.  Apprentices  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

From  Members 

II  Legislative  Grant 

II  Municipal  or  Town  Grant . 
II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . 
II  Other  sources 

. $23  29 
. 811  13 
. 400  00 
. 150  00 
. 13  50 

. 398  87 

For  Books 

II  Evening  Classes 
II  Beading  Boom.. 

II  Bent 

II  Salaries 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 
Balance  on  hand . . . . 

,....$290  00 

150  00 

150  00 

200  00 

363  00 

Association  20  00 

612  36 

11  43 

Total  

$1796  79 

Total  .... 

$1796  79 
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Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 51  210 

Fiction 443  6302 

History 172  357 

Miscellaneous  246  413 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 0 0 

Periodical  Literature ; 0 0 

Science  and  Art 37  116 

Voyages  and  Travels 78  1020 

Works  of  Reference 26  0 


Total 1053  8418 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  22.  Magazines,  8.  Periodicals,  4. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

7 Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

25  Prench. 

20  German. 

Assets,  $1865.04  Liabilities,  $724.55. 


Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1877  to  1880,  $1,600. 

Remarks. 

This  Institute  is  in  excellent  working  condition,  having’a  revenue  of  over  $800  from 
505  members.  It  has  a fine  suite  of  rooms  over  Robertson’s  new  block,  a good 
Library,  Reading  Room,  Class  Rooms  and  Recreation  Room.  It  has  also  a very  fine 
Gymnasium.  Members  fees  include  instruction  in  the  Gymnasium,  and  over  100  persons 
were  trained  in  this  Institute  last  year.  The  boys  attending  the  public  schools  are 
trained  from  4.30  p.m.  till  6 p.m.,  and  adults  after  7 p.m. 

Public  School  Inspector  Johnston  says  : — “ The  Reading  Room  is  well  supplied  with 
1 apers  and  all  the  most  popular  magazines;  and  is  properly  appreciated.  The  Library  is 
fully  supplied  with  good  books  and  thoroughly  read.  The  membership  has  more  than 
doubled  during  the  past  year.  The  Institute  is  very  popular  in  Belleville,  and  is  doing 
a good  work.” 

BERLIN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1868. 


Number  of  Members,  83.  Annual  Subscription,  $1  for  Library,  and  $1  for 

Reading  Room. 


ReceiiAs  during  year. 

Expenditure  during  year 

Balance  on  hand  

.$  32 

96 

For  Books*  

$342 

02 

From  Members 

. 29 

00 

“ Reading  Room 

59 

85 

Legislative  Grant  

. 400 

00 

“ Salaries  

21 

00 

“ Other  sources 

. 10 

95 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. 

20 

00 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

. 58 

92 

“ Miscellaneous 

88 

96 

Tnf.a.l 

.$531 

83 

Total  

$531 

83 

*See  Remarks. 
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Library. 


Biography  

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art,  Philosophy  and  Religion 

Voyages  and  Travels  

Works  of  Reference 

German  W orks — Miscellaneous 


Vols  in  Library.  Vols.  Isgned. 


173 

34.5 

164 

273 

40 

112 

356 

147 

40 

265 


137 

659 

146 

248 

43 

86 

299 

269 

0 

266 


Total 


1915  2153 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  22.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $2490.  Liabilities,  $80. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1879,  $2089.74. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  yet  to  expend  $178.13,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
Legislative  grant,  before  it  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  further  Government  aid. 

There  is  a good  Library,  including  a collection  of  German  books,  in  this  Institute. 
The  books  are  numbered,  labelled,  etc,,  and  are  kept  in  the  town  hall.  Two  rooms  are 
granted  free  by  the  town  council. 

The  Institute  is  open  every  night  from  7 to  10.  About  ten  or  twelve  persons  take 
advantage  of  the  Reading  Room. 


BLYTH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

Number  of  Members,  40.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$39 

12 

For  Books* 

$4  56 

From  Members 

40 

00 

II  Reading  room  

25  41 

M Legislative  Grant  

132 

00 

II  Rent 

II  Salaries j 

12  00 

II  Other  Sources 

990 

00 

II  Mechanics’Inst.  Association . . 

6 60 

II  Miscellaneous  

17  96 

Balance  on  hand 

154  49 

Total 

$221 

02 

Total 

$221  02 

* Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $173.43. 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference.  . 

Total 


Vols.  ill  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


61 

58 

102 

224 

66 

74 

151 

245 

23 

52 

0 

0 

94 

81 

77  1 
33  I 

111 

607 

845 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  12.  Magazines,  2.  Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $754.49.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1877  to  1880,  $775.50. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  expended  only  $24.43  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  grant  up 
to  1st  May,  1880.  It  has  since  qualified  by  spending  the  sum  of  $173.43  for  books. 
The  books  which,  before  the  last  purchase,  numbered  over  600  volumes,  were  crowded 
into  two  book  cases  in  a small  dark  room  in  a private  house.  $12  only  is  paid  per 
annum,  for  rent  and  attendance.  The  books  are  not  numbered  on  the  outside,  conse- 
quently great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  any  book  that  may  be  wanted. 

Although  newspapers  are  entered  in  Report,  there  was  no  Reading  Room  at  the  time 
of  my  visit. 


BOLTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  118.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.00. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $105  00 

Legislative  Grant 210  00 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books*  $236  46 

“ Amount  in  hands  of  late 

Treasurer*  42  62 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  10  50 

“ Miscellaneous  6 31 

“ Unpaid  Subscriptions* 15  33 

Balance  on  hand  3 78 


Total 


$315  00 


Total $315  00 


*See  Remarks. 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and 'Travels 
Works  of  Reference 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued 


16 

20 

0 

0 

■ 54 

200 

137 

400 

29 

36 

0 

' 0 

23 

12 

23 

200 

7 

0 

289  868 


Assets,  $297.19.  Liabilities,  $8.00. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $210. 


Remarks. 

Although  this  Institute  is  in  its  infancy  there  has  been  some  trouble  in  regard  to 
change  of  officers.  When  I visited  the  Institute  I could  not  examine  the  vouchers,  etc., 
as"a  new  treasurer  had  just  been  appointed.  Since  then  I obtained  a copy  of  the  Annual 
Report  from  the  Mechanics’  Institute  Association,  and  I find  an  entry  of  $46.40  due  by 
the  late  treasurer.  The  Report  does  not  seem  to  be  properly  made  out,  and  although  there 
are  118  members,  no  subscriptions  are  entered  for  this  year,  while  the  balance  of  $46.40 
due  by  former  treasurer  has  been  charged  both  to  expenditure  and  assets.  Unpaid  sub- 
scriptions have  also  been  charged  ($15.33)  as  assets  and  expenditure. 

I applied  for  invoices  and  have  received  statement  of  an  expenditure  of  $241.08  for 
books  purchased  in  1879.  I have  written  for  further  information  and  requested  the 
directors  to  forward  the  treasurer’s  book,  but  have  not  yet  received  any  reply,  therefore 
I am  not  in  a position  at  present  to  make  a recommendation  to  the  Minister’,  in  regard  to 
the  financial  affairs  of  this  Institute. 

The  Library  is  kept  in  a book-case,  in  a telegraph  office ; the  books  are  covered  with 
paper,  and  are  a very  fair  selection. 


BOWMANVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1868. 

Number  of  Members,  118.  Annual  Subscription,  $1,  families  included. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  .$13  92 

From  Members 95  50 

II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . . 51  39 


II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  26  37 


Total $187  18 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Evening  Classes 

$75  00 

II  Reading  Room  

10  00 

II  Lectures,  etc 

12  00 

II  Rent  

. . . ) ^ 

II  Salaries  

y 40  00 

II  Miscellaneous 

47  50 

Balance  on  hand  

2 68 

Total 

$187  IS 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Beference.  . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


155 

191 

138 

544 

20 

0 

152 

107 

54 


No  separate 
record 
kept. 


Total 


1361  3278 


Beading  Boom. 

No  report. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

5 

5 

6 

19 

10 

Assets,  $1,102.68.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $1,775. 


Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
Grammar  and  Composition. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
Drawing,  Architectural. 
Drawing,  Ornamental. 


Bemarks. 

This  Institute  received  $250  Government  grant  in  1877,  and  was  in  a state  of 
lethargy  for  two  or  three  years,  not  being  able  to  qualify  for  new  grant  until  1880. 

There  is  a good  Library,  kept  in  an  insurance  office.  The  books  are  well  arranged, 
with  divisions  for  every  book.  The  Evening  Classes  are  said  to  be  very  successful. 


BBACEBBIDGE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1874. 

This  Institute  received  Government  grants  of  $400  in  1875  and  $200  in  1876,  but 
has  not  yet  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  statute. 

There  are  about  700  volumes  of  books,  many  of  them  nearly  worn  out.  The 
Library  is  kept  in  a watchmaker’s  store.  The  directors  agreed  to  pay  $25  per  annum  for 
rent  and  attendance,  but  as  there  are  only  about  30  members,  some  of  whom  pay  only 
25  cents  per  quarter,  the  librarian  does  not  take  sufficient  money  to  pay  himself.  A 
quorum  was  not  obtained  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  there  is  no  general  interest 
taken  by  the  public.  The  Institute  has  neglected  to  send  annual  reports  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  revenue,  so  far  as  I could  learn  from  the  accounts  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
Treasurer  for  the  past  two  years,  1878  and  1879,  was  only  $36.10  from  members,  and 
$25,  town  grants. 

The  former  treasurer  is  said  to  have  a balance  of  cash  on  hand. 
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BRADFORD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1870. 


Number  of  Members,  93.  Annual  Subscription,  $1,  and  25  cents  for  additional 

members  of  family. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$1  70 

For  Books 

$8  00 

From  Members 

85  75 

II  Evening  classes.  . 

430  25 

II  Legislative  Grant 

400  00 

II  Reading  rooms* 

149  41 

II  Pupils  at  evening  classes . . . . 

163  35 

II  Salaries 

25  00 

II  Other  sources 

29  33 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

46  05 

Balance  on  hand . . . . 

1 42 

Total 

$680  13 

Total 

$680  13 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travel 

Works  of  Reference  


Vols.  in  Library. 
81 
102 
85 
290 
60 
38 
60 
57 
15 


Vols.  Issued. 

1 

I 

|-  No  separate 
record  kept. 


Total 


788  1536 


Newspapers,  10. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  9. 


Periodical,  1. 


Eyening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils. 
21 
14 
21 
5 

21 


Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
French. 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
Drawing  (Ornamental). 
Grammar  and  Composition. 


Assets,  $801.42.  Liabilities,  $102.59. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grants  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $2,104.28. 


Remarks. 


This  Institute  has  devoted  more  attention  to  Evening  Classes  and  the  Reading  Room 
than  to  making  additions  to  the  Library.  Although  the  directors  had  received  Govern- 
ment grants  since  Confederation,  amounting  to  $1,704.28,  up  to  end  of  1879,  their  assets 
are  only  valued  at  $698.93.  They  have  depended  upon  fees  from  evening  classes  to  raise 
the  necessary  sum  to  obtain  the  annual  Government  grant.  The  members’  subscriptions 
only  amount  to  $85.75,  but  the  fees  from  pupils  were  $163.35,  which  ought  properly  to 


Y-See  Remark?. 
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have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  teachers,  instead  of  being  expended  for  rent, 
salary,  etc.,  charged  to  Reading  Room  and  Evening  Classes.  There  is  a good  up-stairs 
room  on  the  front  street.  The  books  are  in  excellent  order  in  glass  cases.  The  numbers 
are  painted  on  the  backs,  also  on  the  shelves,  which  are  divided  into  partitions  each  to 
hold  from  five  to  ten  books.  Although  a small  library,  it  is  probably  as  compact  and  as 
well  arranged  as  that  of  any  Institute  in  Ontario. 


BRAMPTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1869. 

This  Institute  has  not  applied  for  Government  aid  since  1876-6.  It  has  been  vir- 
tually closed  to  the  public  since  1877,  only  a few^  persons  having  occasionally  taken  out 
books.  It  has  a good  Library  of  about  1,000  volumes,  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary, but  no  use  is  made  of  them. 

This  Institute  had  Evening  Classes  in  1877.  The  secretary  promised  to  send  a 
report,  and  a statement  showing  the  present  financial  position,  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
received.  So  far  as  I could  ascertain  from  treasurer’s  book,  this  Institute  was  entitled  to 
apply  for  new  grant  in  1878. 


BRANTFORD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1836. 

Number  of  Members,  130.  Annual  Subscription,  $2, 

and  $1.60  for  Juniors  and  Ladies. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $160  63 

fi  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

It  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  197  00 

ir  Other  Sources 39  96 

Balance  due  Treasurer 4 98 


Total $792  56 


Expenditv/re  during  the  year. 


For  Books $409  79 

II  Reading  Room* 175  0© 

1 1 Salaries  70  00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 117  77 


Total $792  56 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama . 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference . . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  0 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  10. 


385 

299 

1043 

3811 

381 

136 

629 

897 

117 

72 

216 

1039 

561 

276 

210 

286 

0 

0 

3542 

6816 

Periodicals,  12. 

Assets,  $3,820.  Liabilities,  $4.98. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $4,144.38. 


* Expended  for  Books  since  1st  May,  $59.05  ; see  Eemarks. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute  had  charged  rent  and  a proportion  of  librarian’s  salary  to  the  Reading 
Room.  The  periodicals  purchased  are  included  in  the  amount  of  $409.79,  expended  for 
books,  etc.  Under  certain  circumstances  which  were  explained,  the  Minister  allowed 
$55.81,  expended  for  fiction,  to  be  charged  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  grant. 
This  left  a balance  of  $119.19  charged  by  mistake  to  Reading  Room.  The  directors- 
were  notified  that  if  they  expended  one-half  of  this  sum,  viz.,  $59.65,  they  could  apply" 
for  new  grant ; they  have  since  done  this  and  obtained  the  grant. 

This  Institute  has  an  excellent  Library  in  splendid  condition.  The  books  are- 
labelled  and  numbered,  and  kept  in  a fine  room  in  the  building  belonging  to  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  The  periodicals  are  lent  to  members  the  same  as  books. 
This  is  an  excellent  plan  and  far  preferable  to  their  being  perused  in  the  Reading  Room, 
where  there  is  so  much  to  distract  the  reader’s  attention.  The  rent  is  $95,  and  $130' 
per  annum  to  the  secretary  and  librarian.  The  Library  is  open  twice  a week.  The 
following  is  an  extract  from  the  president’s  last  annual  Report : — 

“The  number  of  readers  is  still  shamefully  small  for  such  a city,  and  indicates  a very 
low  standard  of  intellectual  life.  Instead  of  130  readers,  there  ought  to  be  g,t  least  500, 
Were  it  not  for  the  proceeds  of  the  annual  excursion  and  such  occasional  assistance,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses,  and  at  the  same  time  replenish  the- 
Library  to  the  extent  necessary,  with  new  publications.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  members’  subscriptions  are  only  sufficient  to  pay  librarian’s 
salary  and  half  of  the  rent.  This  is  not  creditable  to  the  enterprising  manufacturing  city 
of  Brantford.  The  Library  is  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  Dominion,  and  is 
deserving  of  more  encouragement  from  the  public. 

BRIGHTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1867  or  ’68. 

Number  of  members,  73.  Annual  Subscription,  $1, 

(Not  full  members — three  months,  30  cts.) 


Receipts  dtiring  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$63  08 

For  Books 

$136  98'- 

From  Members 

71 

75 

II  Reading  Room 

45  00 

II  Legislative  Grant  

120 

00 

II  Salaries 

40  OG 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

20 

10 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

6 00' 

II  Other  sources 

21 

83 

II  Miscellaneous 

Balance  on  hand 

26  21 
42  57 

Total 

$296 

76 

Total 

$296  78 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Dx-ama 

Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels 

Works  of  Reference 

Total 

7 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued, 


95 

68 

148 

102 

92 

67 

80 

{ 96 
1 64 

119 

88 

150 

124 

90 

76 

20 

0 

794 

685- 

98 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  16.  Magazines,  8.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  fl, 127.55.  Liabilities,  $42.00 

'Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1879,  $1,396.14. 

Remarks. 

It  has  been  customary  for  this  Institute  to  charge  a proportion  of  the  rent  to  Read- 
ing Room,  and  to  charge  books  purchased  at  retail  prices,  applying  the  discount  allowed 
to  general  expenses. 

There  was  a discrepancy  of  $63.40,  but  the  Minister  allowed  one  half  of  that  sum  to 
be  charged  as  formerly,  and  the  directors  have  since  qualified  for  new  grant  by  expending 
$31.70  for  books. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  together  in  one  large  room  over  a store.  A 
large  number  of  the  books  formerly  belonged  to  the  Township  Library  and  their  value  is 
over-estimated  in  annual  Report.  The  assets  should  be  only  about  $600  instead  of 
$1,185.55,  as  entered.  The  Institute  has  received  up  to  date  of  Report  $1,397.14  in 
Government  grants.  $36  is  paid  for  rent  and  $50  salary.  The  rooms  are  open  only 
iwice  a week.  The  rent  and  salary  are  in  excess  of  members’  subscriptions. 


BRUSSELS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Number  of  Members,  28. 


Incorporated  1874. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1.00. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $60  36 

From  Members 14  50 

“ Legislative  Grant  50  00 

“ Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  7 85 

“ Donations  25  00 


Total $157  71 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books  

$75  97 

“ Rent  

“ Salaries  

1 49  35 

“ Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  2 50 

“ Miscellaneous . . . . 

13  22 

Balance  on  hand  . . . . 

16  67 

Total 

$157  71 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetiy  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 
80 
34 
94 
237 


33  I No  record  . 


Total 


572 


99 


Assets,  $589. 24'.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grants  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1875  to  1880,  $896. 

Remarks. 

The  former  Library  was  destroyed  by  fire— no  insurance.  There  is  now  a good 
selection  of  books,  and  a Reading  Room  just  established,  with  46  subscribers  at  $1  each. 
The  Institute  has  two  good  rooms — up-stairs — over  a bank. 


BROCKVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1851. 

This  Institute  was  re-organized  in  January,  1880.  There  are  about  1,500  volumes 
belonging  to  the  old  Library.  The  directors  have  started  with  great  vigour,  have  1,500 
members  and  a subscription  list  of  $600.  Evening  Classes  are  commenced,  and  reported 
to  be  very  successful.  The  following  extract  is  from  a Brockville  paper  : — 

“The  mechanical  drawing  class,  organized  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  is  in  every  respect  a success,  and  shows  that  our  mechanics  and  young  men 
generally  are  quite  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  Institute.  The  class 
is  under  the  direction  of  a thoroughly  competent  and  practical  draughtsman,  who  takes  a 
personal  interest  in  the  progress  of  his  class.” 

Other  classes  have  since  been  formed. 


CHATHAM  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Re-established,  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  299.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members  $431  00 

II  Legislative  Grant 400  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments, 

etc 51  40 

II  Donations 50  00 

II  Other  sources  1 67 

Balance  due  Treasurer  216  08 


Total  $1150  15 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  Books  $462  55 

II  Reading  Room 236  47 

II  Lectures,  etc  . 80  93 

II  Salaries  82  02 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association.  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  268  18 


Total  $1150  15 


Library. 

Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

W orks  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


128 

221 

114 

271 

118 

90 

96 

100 

19 

10 

14 

25 

75 

12 

40 

10 

24 

0 

Total 


628 


739 


100 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  14. 


Periodicals,  7. 


Newspapers,  24. 

Assets,  $1,324.  Liabilities,  $175. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880, 


Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  Institute,  re-established  in  1878.  It  has  an  excellent  Library,  the] 
best  value  of  any  I have  visited,  for  the  amount  charged  in  assets.  The  Library  and] 
Reading  Room  are  together,  in  one  large,  well-lighted  and  ventilated  room,  over  the  Mer-a 
chants’  Bank.  There  are  also  a board  room  and  small  room  for  the  librarian.  The  directors* 
have  made  an  excellent  beginning,  having  realized  $431  from  members’  fees;  and,  as  there  1 
is  a splendid  selection  of  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  kept  in  good  order,  there  is  every  proba-j 
bility  that  this  Institute  will  become  very  popular.  Members  of  Teacher’s  Association,  i 
except  the  male  teachers  in  Chatham,  are  only  charged  $1  each. 

$80.93  were  expended  for  lectures  and  entertainments,  and  only  $51.40  realized- 
loss,  $29.53. 

The  rent  is  included  in  expenditure  on  Reading  Room;  but  as  $600  had  been  ex- J 
pended,  exclusive  of  rent,  the  Institute  was  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 


CLARKSBURG  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1879. 


Number  of  Members,  52. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand 
From  Members . , 


Legislative  Grant  245 

Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 


Total $395  05 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


$110  85 

For  Books .* 

$260  11 

37  80 

ir  Reading  Room  

42  57 

245  70 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. 

. 12  20 

70 

II  Miscellaneous 

18  67 

Balance  on  hand  

61  41 

$395  05 

$395  05 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama . . 
Literature  and  Religion 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . . 
W orks  of  Reference . . . . 


Vols. 


in  Library. 

27 

66 

29 

14 

14 

10 

26 

18 

17 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 


kept. 


Total 221 

Reading  Room. 

No  report. 

Assets,  $393.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $245.70. 
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Hemarks. 

This  Institute  commenced  operations  about  1st  May,  1879.  The  directors  had  no  books 
or  furniture  when  they  applied  for  grant ; and  as  their  affidavit  stated  that  they  would  expend 
$122.85,  a Government  grant  of  $245.70  was  paid  to  them.  They  have  expended  only 
$272.40  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant,  instead  of  $368.55, 
leaving  a balance  of  $96.15  yet  to  be  expended.  To  t^iis  must  be  added  $100,  which 
should  have  been  expended  in  compliance  with  the  statute,  before  applying  for  grant ; 
therefore,  this  Institute  must  expend  $196.15  before  it  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new 
grant. 

The  sum  of  $42.57  is  charged  to  Reading  Room.  I did  not  see  any  Reading  Room 
there.  The  books  are  kept  in  a close  book  case  in  a tailor’s  shop,  for  which  $10  is  paid 
per  annum,  and  as  there  are  no  magazines,  newspapers  or  periodical  literature,  the  infer- 
ence is  that  there  is  really  no  Reading  Room. 

This  Institute  had  entertainments  consisting  of  music,  readings  and  recitations,  from 
which  seventy  cents  only  were  realized. 


CLAUDE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1877. 

Number  of  Members,  42.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $7  71 

From  Members 52  00 

n Legislative  Grant  116  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  28  50 

II  Donations  5 00 

II  Other  Sources 4 92 


Total $214  13 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  Books $168  20 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  5 80 

II  Miscellaneous  39  50 

Balance  on  hand  63 


Total $214  13 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference 

Total 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

60 

54 

83 

215 

91 

54 

145 

80 

14 

5 

0 

0 

59 

37 

43 

98 

0 

0 

495 

543 

Assets,  $650.63.  Liabilities,  $3.50. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1878  to  1880,  $406.84. 
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Remarks. 

There  was  a difference  of  fl7.87,  which  has  since  been  expended,  and  this  Institute 
has  qualified  for  grant. 

There  is  an  excellent  selection  of  books,  in  glass  cases,  kept  in  the  offices  of  Dr. 
Robinson,  M.P.P. 

There  are  no  expenses  in  connection  with  the  Institute  as  Dr.  Robinson  gives  accom- 
modation free,  and  Mr.  Algie,  the  secretary,  performs  his  services  gratuitously. 

There  are  only  43  members,  but  they  are  all  readers,  and  greatly  value  the  advantages 
of  having  a Mechanics’  Institute  library. 


CLINTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1869. — Re-established  after  fire  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  140.  Annual  Subscriptionfl  ; Apprentices,  Free  ; Juniors,  50c. 


Receipts  dnrrhig  the  year. 

Expenditure  dxiring  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

Ill 

19 

For  Books  

$211 

83. 

From  Members  

75 

70 

II  Evening  Classes 

265 

88 

!i  Legislative  Grant 

400 

00 

II  Reading  Room  . . 

142 

03 

ri  Municipal  or  Town  Grant 

100 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc ...  . 

64 

07 

II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes 

65 

00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20 

00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments, 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

246 

05 

etc  

63 

85 

Balance  on  hand .... 

368 

58 

From  Donations 

172 

70 

II  Insurance  

400 

00 

Total  

$1318  44 

Total  .... 

11318  44 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama . 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference  . 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Volfs.  Issued. 


40 

35 

149 

222 

68 

20 

57 

72 

18 

12 

26 

93 

49 

30 

28 

31 

35 

11 

470 

526 

Newspapers,  12. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  17. 


Periodicals,  3. 
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No.  of  Pupils. 
10 
10 
37 


Evening  Classes. 

Subject. 

Arithinetie  and  Mathematics. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
Drawing  (Ornamental). 


Assets,  1,018.58.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1870  to  1880,  $3,922.58, 

Remarks. 

This  Institute  was,  unfortunately,  destroyed  by  fire,  and  only  received  $400  insurance. 
There  is  an  excellent  nucleus  of  a Library,  about  500  volumes  (since  largely  increased),, 
and  a Reading  Room — up-stairs,  over  a store — in  a central  position  in  the  leading  locality 
of  the  town.  The  officers  and  directors  have  had  great  experience.  They  are  enthusiastic 
and  persevering,  and  are  determined  that  this  shall  again  be  one  of  the  leading  Institutes, 
of  the  Province.  They  are  deserving  of  great  praise  for  their  gratuitous  services  and. 
strenuous  efforts  in  restoring  the  Library,  Reading  Room,  and  Evening  Classes  so  soon, 
after  the  recent  conflagration.  They  have  three  sessions  of  Evening  Classes,  so  that 
members  may  attend  throughout  the  whole  year.  It  is  the  only  Institute  in  the  Province 
which  extends  its  liberality  to  apprentices,  by  making  them  free  members. 


COLLINGWOOD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1856. 


Number  of  Members,  107. 

Ladies  and  Juniors,  $1. 


Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $10  94 

From  Members  243  95 

ti  Legislative  Grant 200  00 

II  Other  sources  45  16 


Total $500  05 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $155  8T 

II  Reading  Room 81  70' 

II  Rent 90  00' 

II  Salaries 48  75 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association.  10  OO 

II  Miscellaneous  73  33 

Balance  on  hand  40  40' 


Total $500  0.5 


Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $52.43. 


Library. 

BiogTaphy 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

W orks  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issue:!, 

329 

229 

217 

1172 

406 

305 

407 

657 

88 

193 

266 

101 

407 

429 

441 

637 

147 

11 

Total 


2708 


3734 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  8.  Magazines,  15.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  $2,664.75.  Liabilities,  $285.97.  * 

'Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1870  to  1880,  $2,706.84. 


Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  Institute,  re-established  in  1870.  A balance  of  $52.43  had  to  be 
■expended  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  and  as  this  has  been  done,  it  has  since 
received  the  new  grant.  The  Library  includes  a large  number  of  books  originally  in 
the  Public  School  library  ; the  books  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  numbered  on  the 
■outside  : it  occupies  two  good  rooms  over  one  of  the  principal  stores.  This  Institute 
lhas  fewer  subscribers  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  cancellation  of  the  previous  arrange- 
ment with  Collegiate  Institute,  whereby  all  its  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  Library  and 
Reading  Room  at  a special  rate.  $80  is  paid  for  rent,  and  $100  per  annum  to  the 
librarian. 


COLUMBUS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1871. 


This  Institute  received  a Government  grant  of  $116  in  1872,  but  has  never  sent  in  a 
Report  from  that  time.  As  Columbus  is  an  unincorporated  village  it  was  not  visited. 


DUNDAS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1841. 


Number  of  Members,  79.  Annual  subscription,  $2;  Apprentices,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$4  81 

For  Books 

. $450  00 

Prom  members 

119  25 

II  Reading  Room  . 

150  00 

n Legislative  Grant 

400  00 

II  Lectures,  etc . . . 

116  00 

n Municipal  or  Town  Grant  . 

100  00 

II  Rent 

.'. 50  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainment,  etc  112  13 

II  Mechanics'  Inst. 

Association.  20  00 

II  Other  sources 

211  49 

II  Miscellaneous.  . 

44  40 

Balance  on  hand.  . . . 

117  28 

Total 

$947  68 

Total 

$947  68 

105 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction . 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama. 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels.  . 
W orks  of  Beference . . . 

Total - . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


556 

173 

626 

947 

503 

65 

752 

58 

0 

0 

0 

0 

957 

140 

578 

320 

128 

47 

4100 

1750 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  10.  Magazines,  4.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  $7,351.03.  Liabilities,  $35.91. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $4,600. 


Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  flourishing  Libraries  in  Ontario.  It  occupies 
two  lai-ge  rooms  over  a store  ; the  books  are  numbered  on  the  outside,  and  loaned  out  on 
so  excellent  a plan  that  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  in  whose  possession  any  book  may  be  at 
any  time.  In  the  blank  space  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  a book,  a board  is  placed 
with  the  name  of  member  borrowing  the  book,  the  date,  etc.  Of  course  this  arrange- 
ment could  not  be  successfully  carried  out  if  members  were  allowed  access  to  the  book 
shelves,  but  this  is  not  the  case  ; the  room  is  fitted  up  with  counters,  and  the  applicants 
for  books  remain  outside  these  counters,  the  books  being  handed  to  them  by  the  librarian. 

There  is  a good  Reading  Room  which  is  well  patronized. 


DUNNVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

♦ 

Incorporated,  1864. 

The  last  Government  grant  paid  this  Institute  was  $400  in  1874.  This  Institute 
was  closed  for  over  twelve  months,  and  re-organized  in  1880.  From  1874  to  1880  it 
had  not  expended  sufficient  money  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  Legislative  grant 
to  apply  for  further  Government  assistance.  It  has  yet  to  expend  $63.90. 

The  former  president,  with  some  few  gentlemen,  have  determined  to  re-establish  this 
Institute  on  a proper  working  basis,  and,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  were  fitting  up  a large 
room  over  a store  for  the  Library,  etc. 

The  general  reading  books  are  too  small  to  become  popular  with  ordinary  readers; 
they  consist  chiefly  of  Harper’s  Family  Library,  etc.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that 
as  soon  as  the  directors  obtain  a new  grant  they  will  be  able  to  procure  a supply  of 
recent  publications,  suitable  for  Mechanics’  Institute  libraries. 
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DURHAM  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

Number  of  Members,  55.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$21  09 

For  Books 

. . . .$101 

63 

From  Members 

57  50 

II  Salaries  

....  30 

00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

124  57 

II  Miscellaneous  

....  102 

26 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

31  00 

Balance  on  hand  

..  ..  0 

27 

Total 

$234  16 

Total 

.. ..$234  16 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 

130 

100 

Fiction 

362 

1087 

Historv 

125 

147 

Miscellaneous  

371 

640 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

42 

72 

Periodical  Literature  

0 

0 

Science  and  Art  

105 

178 

Voyages  and  Travels  

54 

82 

W orks  of  Reference 

12 

10 

Total 

1201 

2316 

Assets,  $1,750.27.  Liabilities,  $256. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1880,  $1,012.64. 

Remarks. 

This  Institute  received  $126  in  1878,  but  did  not  qualify  for  grant  until  1st  May, 
1880. 

There  is  a room,  free,  in  the  Town  Hall.  The  librarian  is  paid  $25  per  annum. 

The  Library  has  an  excess  of  books  of  fiction ; and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  these 
works  constitute  one-half  of  the  books  taken  out  to  be  read. 

The  books  are  covered  with  paper  and  are  numbered  on  the  outside. 

ELORA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1871. 


NumbSr  of  Members,  198.  Annual  Subscription,  $1  ; members  of  same  family, 

fifty  cents  each. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditu,re  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$23 

33 

For 

Books 

$637 

71 

From  Members 

156 

05 

II 

Lectures,  etc 

132 

50 

II  Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

II 

Salaries  

70 

00 

It  Lectures,  Entertainments, etc 

225 

06 

II 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

20 

00 

II  Donations  

90 

58 

Miscellaneous 

50 

65 

It  Other  sources 

16 

13 

Balance  on  hand  

0 

29 

Total 

$911 

15 

Total 

$911 

15 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference  . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


471 

331 

787 

1337 

471 

253 

1307 

2280 

171 

115 

0 

0 

715 

268 

599 

765 

122 

13 

Total 


4643  5362 


Assets,  $4,474.29.  Liabilities,  $26. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $3,900. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  an  excellent  Library  j when  visited,  it  was  removing  into  more 
suitable  premises.  The  Institute  has  probably  the  most  valuable  Library,  the  largest 
assets,  and  the  most  members — in  proportion  to  population — of  any  in  Canada.  The 
population  of  Flora  is  only  1,600,  yet  there  are  198  members,  with  4,643  vols.  of  books, 
valued  at  about  $4,500. 

A very  successful  exhibition  was  held,  the  expenses  of  which  were  $132.50  ; and 
receipts,  $225.06  ; showing  a profit  of  $92.56.  This,  no  doubt,  may  be  chiefly  attributed 
to  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  the  President,  Mr.  David  Boyle,  the  founder  of  the  excellent 
museum  in  connection  with  the  Public  Schools  of  Flora. 


FNNOTVILLF  MFCHANICS’  INSTITUTF. 


Incorporated  1856. 

Number  of  Members,  26.  Annual  Subscription,  50  cents. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $24  26 

From  Members 12  00 

It  Legislative  Grant 40  00 

It  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  26  80 

It  Donations  134  50 

It'  Other  sources 16  25 


$253  81 


Expenditure  dtiring  the  year. 

For  Books $60  00 

It  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  2 00 

It  Miscellaneous  175  20 

Balance  on  hand 16  61 


$253  81 


Total 


Total 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 70 

Fiction 49 

History 72 

Miscellaneous  193 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 20 

Periodical  Literature  26 

Science  and  Art  21 

Voyages  and  Travels  28 

Works  of  Beference 90 


Vols.  Issued. 

200 


Total 


569  200 


Assets,  $820.11.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $120.00. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1856  as  the  North  Wellington  Farmers’  and 
Mechanics’  institute.  Its  name  was  changed  in  1879,  and  it  is  now  known  as  theEnnot- 
ville  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Institute. 

The  Library  is  kept  in  a hall  belonging  to  the  Institute.  The  hall  was  renovated  and 
an. extension  of  ten  feet  made  last  year,  at  a cost  of  $166.72.  This  sum  was  raised  by 
members  and  other  subscriptions,  and  a donation  of  $80  from  the  Good  Templars. 

The  books  purchased  this  year  were  paid  for  at  retail  prices.  Better  arrangements 
can  be  made  in  future. 


EXETER  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1879. 


Number  of  Members,  116.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Subscriptions  are  taken  in  books  instead  of  cash. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 
From  Members,  and  donation  of 


books $217  00 

From  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

“ Municipal  or  Town  Grant . . 25  00 

“ Lectures,  entertainments,  etc.  43  75 


Total  $685  75 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


Books 

$399 

49 

Lectures,  etc 

19 

05 

Rent  ^ 

Salaries  J 

68 

00 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. 

. 20 

00 

Miscellaneous  

179 

21 

Total 

$685 

75 
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LiIBEARY. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Religious  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


25 

21 

350 

1951 

40 

168 

55 

74 

39 

26 

27 

37 

28 

34 

12 

24 

14 

5 

590 

2340 

Assets,  $520.  Liabilities,  $42.76. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  should  have  received  $116  from  members,  but  only  part  of  it  was  paid 
in  cash,  the  balance  being  donated  in  books.  It  has  a quantity  of  second-hand  books 
that  were  presented  by  members.  The  books  are  kept  in  a photographer’s  store.  $110 
per  annum  is  paid  for  rent  and  attendance,  and  the  Institute  is  open  twice  a week. 

The  cash  receipts  for  1879-80,  as  entered  in  treasurer’s  books,  amount  to  $161,59. 
while  the  general  expenses  are  $185.70. 

Since  my  visit  attention  was  directed  to  the  note  in  reference  to  Reading  Room,  at 
the  foot  of  Annual  Report,  and  permission  was  asked  to  charge  $110  paid  for  rent  and 
attendance  at  the  Reading  Room,  although  no  newspapers  or  periodicals  are  charged  in 
Report,  and  there  is  no  accomodation  for  this  purpose. 

Notification  was  given  that  vouchers  must  be  forthcoming  for  an  expenditure  of 
$600,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant,  before  further  Go'v  ern- 
ment  assistance  will  be  granted. 


FENELON  FALLS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  67.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 

Family  ticket  $3.  Ladies  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$32 

08 

For  Books 

. $32  80 

From  Members 

106 

00 

II  Reading  Room  

. 22  19 

II  Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc 

. 59  40 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

88 

83 

II  Salaries  

. 35  00 

II  Donations  

5 

00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . 

. 20  00 

II  Other  Sources 

61 

78 

II  Miscellaneous*  

. 500  55 

Balance  on  hand  

. 23  75 

Total  

693 

69 

Total 

.$693  69 

A large  amount  of  this  was  jDaid  to  redeem  notes  given  for  books  purchased  in  1879. 
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Library. 

Vols,  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Religious  32  47 

Fiction 160  1444 

History  and  Biography  113  172 

Miscellaneous  57  289 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 27  48 

Childrens'  Literature  25  185 

Science  and  Art  93  82 

Voyages  and  Travels  29  135 

Works  of  Reference  42  0 


Total 569  2,402 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  31.  Magazines,  7.  Periodicals,  0. 


Assets,  $468.37.  Liabilities,  $20.75. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  expended  $508.80  for  books  in  1879-80.  $91.20  had  been  charged 

for  furniture  of  Reading  Room,  and  the  following  is  my  Report  to  the  Minister  on  this 
matter  : 

“ Recommended,  that  one-half  of  $91.20,  charged  for  furniture  in  Reading  Room  be 
allowed,  and  that  $45.60  be  expended  for  books  before  the  Institute  will  be  entitled  to 
apply  for  new  grant.” 

“ As  there  is  a preponderance  of  works  of  fiction,  the  whole  of  the  next  grant 
should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  standard  works,  in  accordance  with  the  Statute.” 

The  Minister  assented  to  this,  and  $45.60  must  be  expended  before  any  further  grant 
can  be  given. 


FERGUS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1857.  . 

Number  of  Members,  135.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


ReceijAs  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$27 

50 

For  Books*  

$539  20 

Frnin  Members 

87 

50 

II  Evening  Classes* 

70  23 

,1  Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc  . . . . 

17  39 

I,  Municipal  or  Town  Grant  . . 

50 

00 

II  Salaries 

33  60 

n Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . . 

19 

00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20  00 

n Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

43 

70 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

65  53 

n Donations  

70 

50 

Balance  on  hand  . . . . 

•.  . . . 11  25 

II  Other  sources 

20 

00 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

39 

00 

Total 

$757 

20 

Total 

$757  20 

* See  remarks. 


Ill 


Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 219  316 

Fiction. 285  589 

History 352  413 

Miscellaneous  520  472 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  81  89 

Periodical  Literature  158  438 

Science  and  Art  318  416 

Voyages  and  Travels  ’. 210  197 

Works  of  Reference  296  82 


Total 2439  3012 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

22  Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

22  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

22  English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

Assets,  $3,950.25.  Liabilities,  $30. 


Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1879,  $2,120. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  charged  $70.50  for  Parliamentary  papers,  which  had  been  presented 
to  the  Library.  It  has  also  charged  books  purchased  at  full  retail  prices,  applying  the 
discount  for  other  purposes.  This  the  treasurer  acknowledges  has  been  the  custom  in 
former  years. 

$50  have  yet  to  be  expended  in  lieu  of  discount  received  on  books,  and  70.50 
charged  for  Parliamentary  papers,  in  all  $120.50,  before  the  Institute  will  be  entitled  to 
a])ply  for  a new  grant. 

A charge  of  $18  for  expenses  of  Reading  Room  has  been  allowed  this  year.  It  is 
kept  in  a room  over  the  drill  shed,  rent  free,  but  the  entrance  is  bad.  The  librarian 
is  paid  $40  per  annum,  and  allowed  ten  per  cent,  for  collection  of  subscriptions.  The 
selection  of  books  is  good,  but  the  Library  is  open  only  once  a week,  on  Fridays,  from 
7 to  9 p.m. 


FOREST  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1879. 


Number  of  Members,  84. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $140  25 

H Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  36  90 
Advanced  by  the  Directors 40  00 


Total $217  15 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $199  92 

‘I  Lectures,  etc 1 00 

II  Miscellaneous 8 58 

Balance  on  hand 7 65 


Total $217  15 
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Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 24  4 

Fiction 59  . 34 

History 32  • 6 ■ 

Miscellaneous  56  ‘ 8 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  16  2 

Periodical  Literature  0 0 

Science  and  Art  24  1 

Vovages  and  Travels  .' 0 0 

Works  of  Reference  0 0 

Total 211  55 

Assets,  247.57.  ’ Liabilities,  $40. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $ 


Remarks.  ‘ 


This  is  a new  Institute  that  has  not  yet  received  Legislative  grant.  The  books  are 
kept  in  a book-case,  in  a bookseller’s  store,  free  of  rent. 

It  has  no  Reading  Room,  or  Evening  Classes. 


GODERICH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  172.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.  Children  of  Members,  50c. 


I 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $192  00 

II  Donations  in  Books  269  25 

II  Other  sources 22  35 


Total 


60 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $50  00 

II  Donations  in  Books, value.  . . . 269  25 
II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association.  . 80  35 

Balance  on  hand  84  00 


j 


Total $483  60 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . . 
General  Literature  . . . , 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . . 
W orks  of  Reference . . . , 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

49 


42 

121 

45 

12 

11 

103 

89 

70 

0 


Total . 


542 


No  record 
kept. 


Heading  Room. 

Newspapers,  17.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  $334.  • Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400. 


Eemarks. 

This  Institute  expended  $50  for  books,  and  received  donations  in  books  to  the 
value  of  $269.25.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  Heport  to  the  Minister  : — 

“ As  this  Institute  has  a good  Library,  and  as  books  to  the  value  of  $269.25  were 
purchased  and  contributed,  and  $50  expended  for  books,  under  the  expectation  that  the 
Legislative  grant  would  be  allowed,  I beg  to  recommend  that  $100  of  this  amount  be 
charged  against  the  expenditure  of  the  year  ending  30th  April,  1881.”  The  Minister 
consented  to  this,  and  it  has  since  received  a grant  of  $400. 


GEORGETOWN  MECHANICS'  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1 880. 


Number  of  Members,  95. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

From  Members,  etc $370  00 

n Municipal  or  town  grant  . .Free  rent 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $275  00 

n Reading  Room 40  00 

II  Rent free 

Balance  on  hand  55  00 


Total 


$370  00 


Total 


$370  00 


Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vola.  Issued. 


Biography 33 

Fiction 43 

History 42 

Miscellaneous  136  Total  issued  from 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 12  30th  April  to 

Periodical  Literature 50  14th  Dec.,  1880. 

Science  and  Art  29 

Voyages  and  Travels  23 

Works  of  Reference 12 


Total 380  1003 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  10.  Magazines,  2.  Periodicals,  0. 


8 


Assets,  $370. 


Liabilities,  none. 
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Remarks.* 

This  new  Institute  is  not  yet  entitled  to  grant.  It  has  commenced  with  a good 
Library,  and  being  rent  free  in  the  town  hall,  and  only  paying  $40  per  annum  for 
librarian  and  caretaker,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  conducted  successfully  in  a 
financial  point  of  view.  The  Reading  Room  is  open  every  evening. 


GALT  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1853. 

Number  of  Members,  301.  Annual  Subscription  $2.50. 

Reading  Room,  $1.50.  Library  Members,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $87  96 

From  Members 312  85 

I)  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

n Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  239  13 

II  Donations  72  98 

M Other  sources 20  00 


Total  $1132  92 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books 

.$451' 

08 

II  Evening  Classes 

. 50 

00 

II  Reading  Room  

. 100 

00 

II  Salaries  

II  Rent  

1 149 

69 

1 1 Mechanics’  Institute  Associat 

n 20 

00 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 130 

45 

Balance  on  hand 

. 231 

70 

Total 

$1132 

92 

Biography . 

Religious  Literature . . . 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Technology  

Poetry  and  the  Drama . 
Periodical  Literature  . 
Science  and  Philosophy 
Voyages  and  Travels  . 
"W orks  of  Reference . . . 
Unbound  Periodicals  . 

Total 


Newspapers,  27. 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


241 

147 

401 

362 

346 

133 

142 

434 

278 

226 

185 

0 


2895 


279 

230 

2679 

359 

450 

185 

170 

840 

190 

567 

22 

592 


6563 


Reading  Room. 

Magazines,  0.  Periodicals,  17. 

Evening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils.  Subjects. 

16  Drawing  and  Principles  of  Practical  Mechanics. 

$5,141.70,  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $4,250 
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Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  established  Institute,  having  an  excellent  Library  of  well  selected  books, 
in  good  condition.  The  following  note  is  made  in  Report ; — 

“ During  the  last  year  the  Library  was  carefully  examined,  re-catalogued,  etc.,  during 
which  a very  large  number  of  books,  chiefly  reports  of  debates  in  Parliament,  Consolidated 
Statutes,  etc.,  were  found,  that  had  neither  been  numbered  nor  entered  in  the  librarian’s 
list.”  I find  that  271  vols.  of  these  Sessional  papers,  etc.,  have  been  added  to  the  number 
of  volumes  in  Library,  and  are  chiefly  classed  under  the  head  of  reference  books,  instead 
of  miscellaneous.  The  Institute  has  a splendid  room  in  the  town  hall,  free  of  expense, 
well  fitted  up  with  glass  cases,  reading  tables,  etc.,  etc. 

A manuscript  catalogue,  showing  subjects  and  authors,  is  now  being  px’epared  at  a cost 
of  $25.  This  Institute  has  a tariff  of  charges  in  proportion  to  the  advantages  received. 
Members  who  borrow  books  and  use  Reading  Room  pay  $2.50  per  annum.  Members  who 
attend  Reading  Room  but  do  not  borrow  books  pay  $1.50  per  annum  ; and  those  who  only 
take  books,  pay  $1.00  per  annum.  The  directors  realized  the  handsome  sum  of  $239.13 
during  the  year  from  a concert,  and  Caledonian  Games. 


GREENWOOD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1870. 

This  Institute  received  Legislative  grants  of  $112  in  1871  and  $70  in  1872,  but 
since  that  time  has  not  sent  any  Report  to  the  Government.  As  Greenwood  is  an  unin- 
corporated village,  it  was  not  visited. 


GRIMSBY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1871. 

Number  of  Members,  95.  Annual  subscription,  $1,  and  $1.50  for  taking  two  books. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $41  19 

From  Members 84  35 

n Legislative  grant 168  00 

II  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  9 90 

II  Donations  39  31 


Expenditure  diiring  the  year. 


For  Books 

$211 

65 

II  Reading  Room.. 

36 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc . . . . 

4 

08 

II  Salaries 

24 

00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  8 

40 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

37 

75 

Balance  on  hand  . . . . 

20 

87 

Total 


$342  75 


Total 


$342  75 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 120 

Fiction 223 

History 140 

Miscellaneous  521 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 27 

Periodical  Literature  3 

Science  and  Art  429 

Voyages  and  Travels  243 

W orks  of  Reference 4 


Vols.  Issued. 


■ No 

^ separate 
record. 


Total 1710  1965 

Beading  Boom. 

Newspapers,  0.  Magazines,  0.  Periodicals,  9. 


Assets,  $2,070.87.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $1,948.56. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a Reading  Room,  but  no  Evening  Classes.  The  Library  is  kept 
in  a small  room  in  a cottage,  the  same  room  being  used  as  a Reading  Room,  The  selec- 
tion of  books  is  good,  and  the  books  aye  kept  in  good  order,  being  covered  with  paper  and 
numbered  consecutively. 

Two  entertainments  were  held,  from  which  a profit  of  about  $6  was  realized. 

This  Institute  applied  for  and  received  a grant  of  $140  for  next  year. 


GUELPH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1850. 

Number  of  Members,  371.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 

Apprentices  and  Girls,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $63  83 

From  Members 338  09 

11  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes..  75  50 

II  Donations  20  00 

II  Other  sources 329  71 


Total  $1227  13 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $358  54 

■ II  Evening  Classes 198  33 

II  Reading  Room  150  00 

II  Rent  100  00 

II  Salaries  150  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 222  44 

Balance  on  hand  27  82 


Total  $1227  13 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

Religious  Literature  . . 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Illustrated  Works  . . . 
Voyages  and  Travels  . 
W orks  of  Reference  . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

234 

691 

140 

289 

543 

75 

67 

223 

64 

143 

241 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


Total 

Reading  Room. 

2710 

Newspapers,  17. 

. Magazines,  13. 

Evening  Classes. 

Periodicals.  1 

No.  of  Pupils. 

Subject. 

53 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

53 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

53 

English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

Assets,  $3,647.82.  Liabilities,  $135.02. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $3,327.34. 

Remarks. 


This  Institute,  with  an  annual  subscription  of  $338,  is  in  a most  flourishing  condition, 
having  471  members.  Its  excellent  Library  of  well  selected  books  is  in  good  order,  the 
books  being  numbered  on  the  outside.  The  Institute  is  held  in  rooms  over  a block  of 
stores  in  the  principal  street.  It  has  a Library,  a Reading  Room,  a Chess  Room,  and 
a Billiard  Room,  with  three  tables.  The  Billiard  Room  is  under  separate  management  of 
the  directors ; the  expenses  are  not  charged  to  the  Institute,  but  any  profits  made  are 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institute,  while  any  loss  incurred  is  borne  by  the 
directors.  A strawberry  festival,  given  by  the  ladies,  realized  a profit  of  $50.  Two 
Lectures  were  given  during  the  season,  one  being  on  science  and  the  other  on  books  and 
authors.  The  Evening  Classes  were  said  to  be  very  successful,  53  pupils  being  in 
attendance. 


GARDEN  ISLAND  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1869. 

Number  of  Members,  115.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

$202  00 

For  Books 

.$143  71 

II  Legislative  Grant  

400  00 

II  Evening  Classes 

. 296  50 

II  Donations  

404  37 

II  Reading  Room  

. 153  66 

II  Other  sources 

59  23 

II  Lectures,  etc 

. 14  90 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

398  19 

II  Salaries  

. 70  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. 

. 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous .' 

. 765  02 

Total  $1,463  79 

Total  

$1463  79 
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Library. 


Biography . . 

Fiction  . 

History 

Miscellaneou.s  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference-.  . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


42 

4 

115 

687 

326 

242 

95 

31 

98 

83 

18 

44 

521 

481 

398 

868 

77 

52 

Total 


1690  2492 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  25.  Magazines,  5.  Periodicals,  2. 

Evening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils. 

Subjects. 

74 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

74 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

1 

Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

20 

Drawing — Architectural  and  Media 

20 

II  Ornamental. 

74 

Elocution  (open  to  all  members). 

55 

English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

5 

French. 

48 

Music. 

4 

Telegraphy. 

Assets,  $1,900.  Liabilities,  $398.19. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1875  to  1880,  $2,400. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a good  Reading  Room,  Libi’ary,  Class  Rooms,  etc.,  in  a building 
erected  for  the  purpose. 

The  Evening  Classes  are  very  successful. 

The  Institute  owns  a printing  press  and  founts  of  type,  and  the  junior  members  are 
taught  printing.  They  have  also  an  oxy-calcium  light  appai’atus,  with  a good  assortment 
of  magic  lantern  slides. 

I was  informed  that  at  least  two  directors  have  been  present  each  evening  on  which 
the  rooms  have  been  opened,  since  the  establishment  of  the  Institute. 

They  had  eight  lectures  and  entertainments  during  the  past  season. 

A certificate  is  given  for  attendance  at  Evening  Classes,  which  is  said  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  mefnbei’S  when  they  leave  Garden  Island,  as  it  enables  them  to  obtain  situ- 
ations the  more  readily.  The  fact  of  their  holding  these  certificates  is  an  evidence  of  their 
industry,  and  the  possession  of  a certain  amount  of  education. 
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HAMILTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incoi'porated,  1849. 

Number  of  members  1,018.  Annual  Subscriptions,  Youths,  $1.50  ; ordinary  members, 
with  right  to  vote,  $3  ; Mechanics,  $2  ; Ladies,  $1.50, 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand $291  38 

From  members 1470  80 

“ Legislative  grants 400  00 

“ Pupils  at  Evening  Classes.  227  60 

“ Other  sources 4946  02 


Total $7335  80 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $366  17 

II  Evening  Classes 252  63 

II  Beading  Boom 136  72 

II  Salaries 1387  75 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 4307  23 

Balance  on  hand 865  30 


Total $7335  80 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama. 
Periodical  Literature.  . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels.  . . 
Works  of  Beference.  . 
German  Books 


Beading  Boom. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


418 

754 

2484 

18398 

796 

1335 

1026 

2077 

177 

258 

506 

1057 

741 

1078 

475 

1796 

342 

400 

175 

124 

7140 

27277 

Newspapers,  68. 


Magazines,  26. 


Periodicals,  5. 


Evening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils. 

Subjects. 

41 

Writing. 

40 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

34  . 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

25 

Drawing. 

14 

English  Composition. 

Assets,  $48,865.30.  Liabilities,  $18,199.34. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $4,500. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute,  which  was  incorporated  in  1839,  vies  in  importance  with  the  Toronto 
Mechanics’  Institute,  but  the  accommodation  for  members  is  not  so  good.  The  Library 
is  badly  lighted,  and  there  are  no  recreation  or  Class  Rooms.  It  was  proposed  to  make 
certain  changes  in  the  building,  which  would  provide  much  more  suitable  rooms.  The 
Evening  Classes  were  held  in  the  Hamilton  Collegiate  Institute,  the  teachers  being  paid 
at  the  rate  of  $50  for  each  course  of  26  lessons.  The  following  extracts  from  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Institute  are  of  Interest 

1877.  — “ An  increased  effort  has  been  made  to  impart  greater  efficiency  to  Evening 
Class  instruction,  but  with  only  partial  success.  Coirtinued  perseverance,  however,  in 
this  direction  is  strongly  recommended.” 

1878.  — “ Classes — In  this  department  another  branch  of  usefulness  has  been  opened 
to  the  Institute,  and  your  board  have  particular  satisfaction  in  finding  that  their  efforts 
in  past  years  to  establish  a course  of  class  instruction  during  the  winter  season  have  at 
length  been  crowned  with  complete  success. 

1879.  — “Your  Board  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  series  of  Evening 
Classes  have  been  continued  during  the  past  winter  with  success.  As  many  pupils  were 
received  as  the  rooms  were  able  to  accommodate.” 

There  is  an  excellent  Library  in  the  Institute,  but  with  an  excess  of  fiction.  It  con- 
tains 7,140  vols.,  but  nearly  35  per  cent,  thereof  are  works  of  fiction.  The  following 
extract  from  the  Annual  Reports  will  show  that  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  this  Insti- 
tute has  already  been  directed  to  the  preponderance  of  works  of  fiction  ; — 

1877.  — “The  Directors  express  deep  regret  at  the  popular  desire  for  sensational 
novels,  and  with  a view  of  averting  this  vitiated  taste,  they  have  endeavoured  to  supply 
in  the  wide  range  of  general  literature,  works  of  a higher  and  improving  character.” 

1878.  — “Reference  to  the  very  prevalent  taste  for  novel  reading,  especially  among  the 
young,  was  made  in  the  last  Report,  with  a few  words  of  earnest  advice  to  parents  and 
guardians  of  such,  frequenting  the  Library ; but  from  the  fact  that  of  the  number  of 
works  issued  last  year,  over  2,300  were  fiction,  but  little  fruit  seems  to  have  been  borne  by 
the  remarks  then  made.  The  Board  think  it  their  duty  to  repeat  these  strictures.  The 
objects  of  Mechanics’  Institutes  are  of  a higher  and  nobler  nature  than  that  of  their  being 
converted  into  mere  circulating  libraries  for  the  indulgence  of  perverted  taste,  and  the 
Directors  conceive  that  they  would  fail  in  their  duties  and  responsibilities  did  they  not 
seriously  urge  upon  those  having  the  charge  of  very  young  persons,  the  propriety  of,  in 
some  measure,  guiding  and  directing  their  taste  in  the  selection  of  works.” 

1879.  — “The  Directors  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  there  has  been  an 
increased  demand  for  books  of  a better  class.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  for  this 
year,  the  efforts  of  the  Directors  have  not  yet  been  very  successful  in  preventing  the  issue 
of  works  of  fiction,  no  less  a number  than  18,398  novels  having  been  circulated  by  the 
Institute  during  the  year.” 

There  is  a very  complete  system  for  recording  the  issue  and  return  of  books,  and 
very  few  volumes  are  lost.  The  members  have  free  access  to  the  shelves  of  the  Library ; 
the  books  being  classified  under  the  different  subjects,  can  easily  be  found. 

This  Institute  has  a revenue  of  over  $7,000,  and  the  'assets,  exclusive  of  liabilities, 
amount  to  over  $30,000. 


121 


HAKEISTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

Number  of  Members,  149.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.00. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $2  82 

From  Members 157  25 

II  Legislative  Grant 200  00 

M Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  12  10 

II  Other  Sources 6 40 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $167  48 

II  Reading  Room  69  14 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 10  00 

II  Miscellaneous 70  09 

Balance  on  hand  8 48 


Total $278  57 


Total $378  57 


$53.38  has  been  expended  for  books  since  first  of  May,  1880. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

I Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
j Voyages  and  Travels 
I Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  13. 


Library. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  1. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


87 

12 

340 

1318 

no 

124 

289 

318 

41 

30 

0 

0 

173 

162 

72 

110 

27 

18 

1139 

2092 

Periodicals,  1. 

Assets,  $1,358.48. 


Liabilities,  none. 


Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1880,  $1,540. 


Remarks.  ~ 

This  Institute  has  a good  room  behind  a jeweller’s  store,  on  the  principal  street,  the 
rental  of  which  costs  $85  per  annum,  including  attendance,  light,  and  fuel.  This  sum 
had  been  included  in  the  charges  for  the  Reading  Room,  and  for  books  bought  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  corrections  made  since  my  visit; — 


Correct  amount  to  be  charged  to  books  $167  48 

“ “ “ “ Reading  Room  40  22 

Allowance  one-half  of  rent  charged  to  Reading  Room  ■ 28  92 

Mechanics’  Institute  Association 10  00 


$246  62 

Amount  yet  to  be  expended,  being  rent  charged  by  error  to 

books  and  Reading  Room 53  38 


$300  00 

The  balance  of  $53.38  has  been  expended,  and  new  grant  received. 

There  is  a very  good  Library.  The  books  are  numbered  on  the  outside,  and  are 
kept  in  glass  cases. 
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HESPELER  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1870. 


Number  of  Members,  96. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1.  n 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$50  33 

For  Books* 

$107  64 

From  Members 

76  05 

11 

Evening  Classes  . 

167  00 

n Legislative  Grant 

200  00 

t(* 

Reading  Room  . 

15  87 

II  Pupils  of  Evening  Classes. . 

10  10 

II 

Lectures,  etc 

4 50 

II  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc 

16  00 

M 

Salaries  

9 50 

II  Donations  

54  50 

11 

Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  10  00 

II 

Miscellaneous  . . . 

34  43 

Balance  on  hand  . . . . 

58  04 

Total 

$406  98 

Total 

$406  98 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History  

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama . 
Periodical  Literature  , 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
W orks  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Total . 


144 

122 

175 

432 

152 

100 

269 

554 

59 

58 

00 

1565 

196 

256 

80 

177 

20 

00 

1095 

3064 

Newspapers,  2. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  1 3. 
Evening  Classes. 


Periodicals,  0. 


No.  of  Pupils.  Subjects. 

35  Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

Assets,  11,828.06.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1879,  $1 


,992. 


• Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  yet  to  spend  $3.60,  charged  for  travelling  expenses,  to  make  up 
the  sum  of  $300. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  in  a large  room,  in  the  town  hall,  for  which  no 
rent  is  paid.  The  books  are  in  good  order,  being  numbered,  labelled,  and  kept  in  book-] 
cases.  This  Institute  is  open  only  once  a week,  and  consequently  the  Reading  Room ; 
cannot  be  much  used.  i 

The  room  is  used  for  other  purposes,  including  band  practice,  during  the  week,  andj 
as  the  entrance  is  very  bad,  the  Institute  would  probably  be  more  popular  if  a room  were 
rented,  that  could  be  open  oftener  to  the  public.  Il 

There  are  no  Evening  Classes,  and  but  one  scientific  lecture,  from  which  was  realizecy 
$11.50  profit. 


* See  Remarks. 
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HUNTSVILLE'  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1880. 

This  is  a new  Institute  with  35  members;  subscription  $1.00.  It  commenced 
operations  since  1st  May,  1880,  with  an  amount  to  credit  of  $113.75.  Books  were  pur- 
chased to  the  amoimt  of  $109.70;  the  directors  intend  establishing  a Reading  Room, 
and  have  the  organization  of  Evening  Classes  under  consideration. 


INGERSOLL  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1870,  re-established  1880. 

The  property  of  this  Institute  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Finding  that  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal manufacturers  and  others  were  desirous  of  re-organizing  the  Institute  for  the  benefit 
of  the  working  classes,  the  following  communication  was  sent ; — 

15th  September,  1880. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you 
that  he  has  taken  into  consideration  the  severe  loss  by  fire  of  the  property  of  the  Inger- 
soll  Mechanics’  Institute,  and  under  the  circumstances  he  will  be  pleased  to  pay  the  grant 
for  the  year,  should  the  Institute  be  re-organized  and  the  requirements  of  the  Act  be 
fulfilled. 

“Yours,  etc., 

“S.  P.  May, 

“Jas.  Noxon,  Esq.,  “ Supt.  Educational  Museum  and  Library.” 

“ Ingersoll.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  meetings  were  held  and  sufficient  money  was  at  once 
subscribed  to  entitle  the  newly  elected  officers  to  apply  for  the  grant  for  1880-81. 


KEMPTYILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1877. 

Number  of  Members,  77.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$82 

52 

For  Books 

$118  68 

From  Members 

82 

00 

II  Salaries 

53  75 

n Lectures,  entertainments,  etc 
• II  Other  sources 

2 

50 

II  Miscellaneous  

6 90 

16 

17 

Balance  on  hand 

3 86 

Total 

$183 

19 

Total 

$183  19 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art 

V oyages  and  Travels 

Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library. 

47 

411 

50 

79 

13 

1 

38 

55 

11 


Vols.  Issued. 


j 


No 

record  kept. 


Total 


705 
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Heading  Room. 

Newspapers,  3.  Magazines,  2.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  $826.84.  Liabilities,  $15. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1878,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  received  $400  in  1878,  but  has  not  yet  expended  $600,  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant. 

The  two  last  Reports  only  show  an  expenditure  of  $373.43  and  $118.68,  amounting 
to  $492.11,  for  books,  and  this  amount  was  expended  chiefly  for  works  of  Action. 

The  following  is  my  Report  to  the  Minister  on  my  return  from  visiting  this  Institute  : — 

“ The  secretary  and  treasurer  is  also  the  bookseller.  The  Institute  has  a good  room 
in  the  town  hall,  free,  but  the  Library  consists  chiefly  of  novels.  It  has  not  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Statute  ] its  books  do  not  agree  with  the  Inspector’s  reports, 
and  altogether  the  Institute  is  badly  managed.  At  present  it  is  not  entitled  to  apply 
for  grant.  Although  the  Institute  has  been  in  operation  four  years,  no  attempt  to  classify 
the  books  had  been  made  prior  to  my  visit.  The  amount  paid  for  salary  is  $50  per 
annum.” 


KINCARDINE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1865. 

Remarks. 

Thjs  Institute  is  practically  closed ; the  last  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  in 
1877.  I found  the  books  in  a tinsmith’s  workshop,  and  was  informed  that  only  about  ten 
or  twelve  persons  take  out  books,  for  which  they  pay  $1  per  annum.  The  total  amount 
received  is  kept  by  the  librarian  to  pay  for  his  services. 

This  was  formerly  a debating  club,  and  $200  stock  was  subscribed.  The  stockholders, 
still  claim  the  right  to  be  elected  as  officers  ; this  probably  accounts  for  the  difficulty  in 
making  this  a real  working  Institute.  The  Institute  averaged  only  about  forty  members 
from  1871  to  1876,  the  date  of  the  last  Report.  Since  my  visit  a letter  has  been  received 
from  the  president,  stating  that  there  is  about  $150  cash  on  hand,  books  to  the  value  of 
$600,  and  unbound  magazines,  valued  at  about  $125;  total  assets,  $875.  He  further 
says  : — 

“ I am  convinced  that  the  present  would  be  a favourable  time  for  the  re-organization 
of  our  Institute.” 

Under  the  directions  of  the  Minister,  I am  now  in  correspondence  with  the  president, 
and  hope  that  ere  long  this  Institute  will  be  resuscitated,  and  put  on  a better  working 
basis  than  formerly. 

This  Institute  received  $879.70  in  Government  grants  from  1871  to  1876. 
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KINGSTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1835. 

Number  of  Members,  153.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 

Apprentices  under  18,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$14  75 

For  Books  

$257  50 

From  Members  

268  00 

II  Evening:  Classes 

173  20 

0 Legislative  Grant 

400  00 

II  Reading  Room  . . 

153  45 

II  Lectures,  entertainments. 

II  Lectures,  etc  

365  95 

etc 

473  45 

II  Salaries  

152  96 

II  Donations 

149  35 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

20  00 

II  Other  sources  

10  26 

II  Miscellaneous 

178  73 

Balance  on  hand 

14  02 

Total  

$1315  81 

Total  

$1315  81 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Biography 

Fiction  . . . ; 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference  . . 


114 

9 

466 

220 

150 

56 

361 

67 

15 

0 

258 

0 

156 

93 

128 

103 

75 

20 

Total 


1723  568 


Reading  Room. 


Newspapers,  35.  Magazines,  8.  Periodicals,  2. 


No.  of  Pupils. 

17 

26 

13 

26 

25 


Evening  Classes. 

Subjects. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

Drawing,  Ornamental. 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
Drawing,  Architectural  and  Mechanical. 


Assets,  $1,664.02.  Liabilities,  $370. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $1,000. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1 844,  but  up  to  the  date  of  Report  had  only  received 
two  Government  grants  since  Confederation.  The  directors  applied  for  grant  of  $200  in 
1869,  and  ten  years  afterwards  (1879)  they  again  applied  for  grant,  and  received  the  sum 
of  $400.  During  the  whole  of  this  time  they  did  not  report  to  the  Government ; it  is, 
therefore,  impossible  for  me  to  trace  the  transactions  of  the  Institute,  but  I have  ascer- 
tained that  it  had  200  members  in  1868,  or  about  25  per  cent,  more  than  in  1879-80. 
The  Library  consists  chiefly  of  old  works,  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Report, 
very  few  of  the  books  are  read,  only  569  volumes  having  been  issued  during  the 
year.  I am  glad  to  say  that  there  are  brighter  prospects  for  the  future,  and  that  new 
life  has  been  infused  into  the  Institute.  At  the  time  of  my  visit,  in  July,  there 
were  267  members,  an  increase  of  114  since  the  Report  of  the  1st  May,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  expenditure  of  new  grant  from  time  to  time  for  modern  books  will 
make  the  Institute  more  popular. 

There  must  be  some  cause  for  this  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  support 
a Mechanics’  Institute.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  location  is  too  far  from  the  centre 
of  the  city.  The  Institute  has  two  rooms  in  the  city  hall,  which  is  at  quite  a dis- 
tance from  the  business  part  of  the  city.  Another  reason  for  its  non-success  may  be  a 
neglect  of  canvassing  and  bringing  the  affairs  of  the  Institute  before  the  public.  I re- 
member seeing  the  sign  “ Public  Library”  outside  of  the  building  over  twenty  years  ago, 
but  always  supposed  it  to  refer  to  the  public  school  library. 

The  present  directors  are  enterprising  azid  energetic,  and  expressed  regret  that  the 
Institute  had  not  availed  itself  in  preceding  years  of  the  grants  so  liberally  provided  by 
the  Legislature. 

[Just  as  this  is  going  to  press  I am  informed  that  the  Institute  is  moved  into  the 
most  central  business  part  of  the  city.] 


LISTOWEL  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

Number  of  Members,  29.  . Annual  Subscriptions,  |1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $16  89 

From  Members  18  45 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $15  75 

n Reading  Room  4 00 

II  Miscellaneous 2 18 

Balance  on  hand  1 3 41 


Total 


$35  34 


Total 


$35  34 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library. 

70 

139 

58 

104 

24 

26 

82 

24 

14 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 

. 

kept. 


Total 


541 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  63.  Magazines,  12.  Periodicals,  0. 

Assets,  $816.89.  Liabilities,  no  report. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1876,  $800. 

This  Institute  is  virtually  closed ; no  subscriptions  having  been  received  from 
members  since  1st  July,  1880.  The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  in  a large  store,  in 
connection  with  the  Banner  office,  in  a central  position  of  the  town,  well  provided  with 
book-cases,  reading  tables,  newspaper  files,  etc.  $100  were  paid  per  annum  for  rent, 
light  and  fuel,  and  the  proprietor  donated  newspapers,  etc,  which  he  valued  at  $100  per 
year ; but,  notwithstanding  this  liberality,  the  directors  have  been  compelled,'  for  the 
present,  to  close  the  Institute. 

The  treasurer’s  book,  and  Inspector’s  Report  do  not  agree,  there  being  a discrepancy 
of  over  $300.  I could  not  get  a correct  financial  statement,  as  the  accounts  were  not  kept 
separate  for  each  year.  For  example  : — The  Report  of  1879,  signed  by  the  Inspector,  has 
$461.70  charged  to  Reading  Room  ; this  being  an  Annual  Report  it  should  only  represent 
the  expenditure  of  1879,  but  I find  it  included  four  years,  from  1876  to  1879. 

As  this  Institute  is  in  financial  difficulties,  I recommended  that  as  soon  as  the  directors 
have  made  a further  expenditure  of  $100  for  books,  that  they  be  entitled  to  apply  for 
new  grant.  This  was  acceded  to  by  the  Minister. 


LONDON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1842. 

Number  of  Members,  317.  ' Annual  Subscription,  $2  ; Juniors  and  Ladies,  $1. 


Recei]}ts  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  $7  83 

From  Members  382  50 

II  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . . 31  50 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments, etcl 240  42 

II  Donations  634  00 

II  Other  sources  1955  49 

Balance  due  Treasurer 10  72 


Total  $4,662  46 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $412  50 

II  Evening  Classes 47  00 

II  Reading  Rooms 145  50 

II  Lectures,  etc 120  00 

II  Salaries  508  58 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  3408  88 


Total  $4,662  46 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  ..... 

V'oyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference.  . 


Library. 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

147 

113 

479 

1726 

240 

167 

385 

303 

73 

49 

320 

148 

214 

138 

141 

218 

82 

0 

Total 


2081 


2862 
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Newspapers,  50. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  20. 


Periodicals,  6. 


No.  of  Pupils. 
16 


Evening  Classes. 

Subjects. 

Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 


Assets,  $25,400.  Liabilities,  $18,637. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $3,900. 


Remarks. 

This  flourishing  Institute,  established  in  1842,  was  re-organized  in  187 0,  and  since  that 
time  has  regularly  availed  itself  of  the  annual  Legislative  grant.  The  Institute  has  been 
for  several  years  very  successful  in  conducting  Evening  Classes,  and  until  the  establishment 
of  the  School  of  Art  and  Design,  it  gave  instructions  in  drawing  and  modelling.  In  the 
Report  of  1874,  the  directors  say: — “The  classes  have  been  numerously  attended,  and  many 
of  the  pupils  have  felt  the  benefit  of  having  been  connected  with  them  in  obtaining 
situations.”  In  1875,  in  addition  to  the  pupils  in  ordinary  branches,  there  were  16  pupils 
in  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy,  53  in  architectural  and  mechanical  drawing,  and  56 
in  mutual  instruction. 

In  1876,  the  accommodation  was  found  inadequate,  and  it  was  resolved  to  erect  a 
new  building  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  corner  stone  of  a capacious  and  handsome 
building  was  laid  with  Masonic  honours,  on  the  1st  November.  Estimated  cost  of  building 
and  site,  $20,000,  and  $2,000  additional  for  furnishing. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  new  building  took  place  on  the  21st  September,  1877,  and 
was  celebrated  by  a very  large  and  enthusiastic  public  meeting.  The  Institute  comprises 
a large  hall,  Reading  Room,  Library  and  committee  rooms,  and  a Gymnasium.  In  1878, 
the  directors  say  : — 

“We  have  long  recognized  the  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  a School  of  Art  and 
Design,  in  this  city,  to  afford  instruction  of  a more  full  and  complete  nature  than  it  could 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Institute  to  confer,  and  reference  has  been  made  from  time  to  time 
to  the  constantly  increasing  claims  of  this  city,  on  the  Government,  for  aid  in  establish- 
ing such  an  institution.  During  the  year,  special  efforts  have  been  put  forth  by  the 
president  and  other  members  and  prominent  citizens  to  have  this  claim  substantially 
recognized,  and  we  have  the  gratifying  result  of  the  establishment  of  such  a school, 
capable  of  affording  a vast  amount  of  instruction,  and  at  the  same  time,  with  the  Govern- 
ment grant,  self-sustaining.  While  this  withdraws  from  the  Institute  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant classes,  your  directors  cannot  but  be  grateful  that  such  a powerful  impetus  has 
been  given  to  so  important  a branch  of  higher  education,  which  in  the  future  must  largely 
conduce  to  the  beneflt  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country.” 

The  School  of  Art  and  Design  is  held  in  this  building. 

There  is  a fair  selection  of  books,  which  are  kept  in  locked  cases.  Members  are 
allowed  to  unlock  the  cases  and  select  books.  The  books  are  numbered  on  the  outside, 
but  there  is  no  printed  catalogue. 


s 

i:  : 

( ■ 


i : 


129 


LUCAN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1877. 


Number  of  Members,  1.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.  Ladies,  50c. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditxhre  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$28  15 

Reading  Room 

$3  22 

From  Members 

1 00 

Rent  

2 00 

II  Legislative  Grant  

64  30 

Miscellaneous  

0 25 

Balance  on  hand 

87  98 

Total 

$93  45 

Total 

$93  45 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 
Science  and  Art  . . , . , 
Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference.  . 

Total  


Vols.  in  Library. 
10 
51 
17 
21 
20 
0 
12 
10 
. 2 


143 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 


kepi. 


Reading  Room. 
No  report. 


Assets,  $192.63.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $64.30. 


Remarks, 

This  Institute  had  only  one  member’s  name  entered  on  the  treasurer’s  book  as 
having  paid  a subscription  for  1879-80.  I inquired  the  reason  for  the  decrease  in  mem- 
bers since  the  last  Report,  and  was  informed  that  old  members  would  no  longer  subscribe 
because  new  books  had  not  been  purchased.  Attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  the 
directors  had  received  a Government  grant  of  $64.30,  and  that  new  books  should 
have  been  purchased,  to  which  the  reply  was  given  that  books  had  been  ordered  to  the 
value  of  $92,47,  and  that  part  of  these  had  just  been  received. 

The  annual  Report  does  not  show  any  expenditure  for  books  this  year. 

9 
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LINDSAY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1879. 


Number  of  Members,  124.  Annual  Subscription,  $2  ; $1  for  Juniors  over  16. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members $246  00 

II  Lectures, Entertainments, etc  300  00 
II  Other  sources 18  95 

I'or  Books . . . . ; 

II  Reading  Room 

II  Rent 

II  Miscellaneous  

Balance  on  hand  

$269  55 

73  90 

100  00 

120  19 

1 31 

Total $564  95 

Total 

$564  95 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


6 

6 

171 

383 

14 

14 

32 

16 

14 

6 

97 

11 

50 

28 

14 

54 

1 

0 

Total 


399  518 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  26.  Magazines,  11.  Periodicals,  5. 

Assets,  $451.93.  Liabilities,  $391.15. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400 


Remarks. 

This  Institute,  re-organized  last  year,  has  a good  Reading  Room  and  Recreation 
Room.  The  Library  has  an  excess  of  fiction,  but  this  will  no  doubt  be  remedied  in 
future.  The  Reading  Room  is  well  arranged  with  a splendid  collection  of  newspapers, 
magazines,  and  reviews.  It  receives  a town  grant  of  $50,  and  county  grant  of  $25. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  director’s  Report ; — 

“The  dii’ectors  have  selected  suitable  rooms,  being  most  convenient  and  centrally 
.situated.  They  have  leased  the  same  for  five  years  from  1st  July  last,  at  a rental  of 
$100  per  year  after  the  first  year,  the  rental  for  the  first  year  being  applied  to  fitting  up 
the  rooms.” 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  : — 

“ 19th  Century  Review,  Contemporary  Review,  Fortnightly  Review,  Canadian 
Monthly,  Scribner’s  Monthly,  Harper’s  Monthly,  Chambers’  Journal,  Dublin  University 
Magazine,  Dublin  Review,  North  American  Review,  Bystander,  Grip,  Punch,  London 
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Illustrated  News,  Canadian  Illustrated  News,  Scientific  American,  Graphic,  Harper’s 
Weekly,  Daily  Globe,  Daily  Mail,  Weekly  Globe,  Weekly  Mail,  Montreal  Gazette,  Mon- 
treal Herald,  London  Tri-weekly  Mail,  Belfast  News-Letter,  Dublin  Freeman,  Edinburgh 
Scotsman,  Public  Opinion,  Monetary  Times,  Winnipeg  Free  Press. 

“ The  following  magazines  have  been  contributed  ; — Blackwood,  London  Quarterly, 
Westminster  Beview,  Edinburgh  Review,  British  Quarterly,  and  Truth,  in  lieu  of  sub- 
scriptions by  members.” 

This  Institute  has  adopted  a good  plan  in  regard  to  periodicals  ; the  magazines,  etc., 
are  bound  for  the  library,  and  the  newspapers  are  sold  at  auction.  In  some  instances,  all 
the  periodicals  purchased  by  Institutes  are  sold. 

There  were  two  lectures  under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute,  a failure  in  a financial 
point  of  view. 


MARKHAM  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  65.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$42 

84 

For  Books  

. . .$470  54 

From  Members 

59 

00 

“ Lectures,  etc 

2 25 

“ Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  . 20  00 

“ Lectures,  entertainments,  etc. 

12 

25 

“ Miscellaneous 

8 47 

“ Other  sources 

4 

05 

Balance  on  hand  

. . . 16  88 

Total 

$518 

14 

$518  14 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 

89 

129 

145 

943 

History.  . . 

115 

104 

Miscellaneous  

84 

99 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

29 

13 

Periodical  Literature  

3 

23 

Science  and  Art  

105 

66 

Voyages  and  Travels  

84 

162 

Works  of  Reference  

32 

0 

Total 

686 

1,539 

Assets,  $772.88. 

Liabilities,  $68.50. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $500. 


Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute  ; it  was  specilally  allowed,  by  permission  of  the  Minister, 
to  include  in  the  expenditure  of  this  year,  the  sum  of  $109.46  expended  for  books  before 
1st  May,  1879,  because  it  had  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  Inspector. 

This  entitled  the  directors  to  apply  for  new  grant,  and  they  have  lately  received 

$100. 

There  is  nq  Reading  Room,  or  Evening  Classes;  the  Library,  which  is  open  twice  a 
week,  is  kept  in  a room  behind  a bank,  with  a good  selection  of  books,  numbered, 
labelled,  etc.  ; kept  in  good  order. 
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MEAFORD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1868. 


Number  of  Members,  60.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Ladies,  50c.  ; 10c.  per  month  to  Subscribers. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  dtvring  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

From  Members 

“ Legislative  Grant  . 

“ Other  sources 

$5  39 
24  57 
100  00 
92  34 

For  Books 

“ Evening  Classes 

‘ ‘ Salaries 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Aseociation 

“ Miscellaneous 

Balance  on  hand  

$108  14 
36  00 
5 00 
. 10  00 
11  60 
51  56 

Total 

$222  30 

Total 

$222  30 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 125 

Fiction 125 

History 110 

Miscellaneous  50 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  60 

Periodical  Literature  25 

Science  and  Art  100 

Voyages  and  Travels  125 

Works  of  Reference  30 


Vols.  Issued. 
100 
200 
100 
75 
60 
20 
100 
250 
25 


Total 


750  930 


Evening  Classes. 

No  report. 

Assess,  $940.56,  Liabilities,  $35.00. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $1,507.59. 


Remarks. 

The  Library  of  this  Institute  is  kept  in  a bookstore  ; $30  per  annum  is  paid  for 
rent  and  attendance ; the  books  are  arranged  on  .shelves,  and  members  are  allowed  to 
select  their  own  books. 

There  is  an  excellent  collection  of  books  in  good  order,  but,  as  will  be  seen  from 
Report,  the  subscriptions  from  members  were  not  sufficient  to  pay  rent,  etc.  The  directors 
have  recently  sold  the  piano,  and  notes  to  the  value  of  $75,  received  from  its  sale,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  assets,  which,  it  will  be  observed,  are  $400  less  than  the  amounts  received 
from  Government  grant. 

The  Evening  Classes  are  held  in  the  school  house.  ^ 
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MEREICKVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1868. 

This  Institute  has  been  closed  since  1876. 

The  books  belonging  to  the  Library  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Magee  ; there  are 
480  volumes  of  standard  works. 

A large,  influential  meeting  was  held  when  I visited  Merrickville,  and  at  which  H. 
Merrick,  Esq.,  M.P.P.,  presided.  It  was  decided  to  re-organize  the  Institute  and  establish 
Evening  Classes.  On  my  return,  after  consulting  the  Minister  of  Education,  I notified 
the  directors  that  the  Legislative  grant  for  1880  would  be  paid,  provided  that  they  would 
reorganize  and  obtain  the  necessary  subscriptions. 


MILTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1855. 


Number  of  Members,  122. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1.50  and  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $36'  14 

From  Members 61  00 

n Legislative  Grant  . 400  00 

n Municipal  or  Town  Grant,  free  rent. 
II  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . . 47  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  108  39 

II  Donations  51  52 

II  Other  sources 4 25 


Total $708  30 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $442  67 

II  Evening  Classes  94  00 

II  Reading  Room 43  33 

II  Lectures,  etc 19  55 

II  Rent free 

II  Salaries 40  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  48  75 


Total $708  30 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference . . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

207 

172 

330 

523 

97 

380 

418 

249 

37 


Vols.  Issued. 


No. 

separate 

record 

kept. 


Total 


2413 


2859 


134 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  10.  Magazines,  3.  Periodicals,  none. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subjects. 

63  Music. 

Assets,  $4,220.33.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $2,450,42, 

Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  Institutes,  in  proportion  to  population,  in  Ontario.  The  direc- 
tors have  a very  fine  Library,  with  a small  proportion  of  works  of  fiction.  The  books, 
which  comprise  a large  number  of  the  standard  authors,  are  kept  in  glass  cases,  in  the 
council  chamber  of  the  town  hall.  The  Institute  has  rent,  fuel  and  light  provided  free. 
There  is  a scale  of  fees  for  members  and  subscribers  ] the  first  year’s  members  pay  $1.50, 
and  afterwards  only  $1  per  annum,  while  subscribers  pay  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter, 
but  they  have  no  vote  at  meetings. 

A class,  in  music,  was  conducted  in  connection  with  this  Institute  during  the  winter  ; 
also,  a concert  was  given,  from  which  was  realized  nearly  $100  profit.  The  Library  is 
open  only  twice  a week,  but  the  librarian,  who  is  also  town  clerk,  is  present  every  day  ; he 
is  very  obliging,  and  no  doubt  the  country  members  get  books  whenever  they  apply  for 
them. 


MITCHELL  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1849. 


Number  of  Members,  166. 

Apprentices  and  Ladies,  50. 


Annual  Subscription, 


Receipts  During  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $60  60 

From  Members 95  05 

ir  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

II  Municipal  or  Town  Grant..  100  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  76  91 

II  Donations  in  Rent 180  00 

II  Other  Sources 71  87 


Total $984  43 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $432  60 

II  Reading  Room* 180*00 

II  Lectures,  etc 58  63 

“ Salaries  90  00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  . . 20  00 

“ Miscellaneous 129  66 

Balance  on  hand  73  54 


Total $984  43 


Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels 

Works  of  Reference 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


145 

91 

264 

996 

205 

111 

278 

155 

80 

41 

129 

228 

189 

52 

288 

578 

47 

0 

1625 

2252 

*Ex[iended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $68.92.  (See  Remarks.) 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  16.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  none. 

Assets,  $2,368.54.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $2,900. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a large  room  for  Library  and  Reading  Room — over  a store — in 
a central  locality,  opposite  the  market  square.  The  selection  of  books  is  good ; the  books 
are  kept  in  locked  book-cases,  though  not  labelled  or  numbered  on  the  outside.  The 
amount  charged  to  Reading  Room  should  have  been  entered  as  rent.  The  landlord  has 
liberally  given  them  the  premises  free  for  three  years,  and  the  directors  supposed  that 
they  might  charge  this  to  Reading  Room. 

Although  the  Report  shows  an  expenditure  of  over  $600,  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  grant,  I find  that,  only  $463.13  were  expended  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses. One-half  the  balance  of  $136.87  was  allowed  to  be  charged  this  year  to  Reading 
Room,  and  the  directors  have  since  expended  $68.92  for  books. 

The  receipted  invoices,  presented  for  my  examination,  were  made  out  at  full  retail 
prices.  I discovered  from  the  treasurer’s  book  that  the  regular  trade  discount  had  been 
allowed,  and  I subsequently  found  another  invoice,  also  receipted  by  the  bookseller,  with 
the  trade  discount  deducted. 

The  Library  is  open  twice  a week,  and  the  Reading  Room  every  night. 


MIDLAND  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated,  1880. 

This  Institute  has  not  yet  commenced  operations. 


MOUNT  FOREST  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1860. 


Number  of  Members,  83. 

Annual  Subscription, 

50c. 

Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$91  92 

For 

Books*  

.$540  70 

From  Members 

43  50 

Reading  Room'’^  

43  31 

n Legislative  Grant 

400  00 

M 

Lectures,  etc 

75  24 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

148  50 

II 

Rent 

free 

II  Donations  

10  00 

Salaries*  

. 28  85 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

71  23 

M 

Mech.  Inst.  Association  . . . 

20  00 

II 

Miscellaneous  

. 57  05 

Total 

$765  15 

Total 

.$765  15 

^Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  iSlSS.SZ.  (See  Remarks.) 
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Library. 


Biography  

Fiction  

History  

Miscellaneous 

Poetry,  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature . . 

Science  and  Art 

V oyages  and  Travels . . 
Works  of  Reference  . . 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library. 

58 

84 

200 

106 

61 

0 

98 

53 

0 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  I’scord 
kept. 


660 


Reading  Room. 

No  report.  * 

Assets,  $1156.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute,  from  1870  to  1880,  $1966.18. 


Remarks. 

The  Library  of  this  Institute  is  kept  in  a room  in  the  high  school ; rent,  free.  The 
following  is  my  report  to  the  Minister  on  my  return  from  visiting  Mount  Forest: — 

“ The  Inspector  has  always  allowed  for  Reading  Room,  although  no  Reading  Room 
exists.  The  Library  is  kept  in  the  laboratory  or  apparatus  room  of  the  high  school. 
Members  are  not  allowed  in  the  room  unless  they  wish  to  examine  works  of  reference ; 
this,  it  is  said,  constitutes  a reading  room.  $43.31  have  been  charged  for  Reading  Room 
in  1879-80.  The  Report,  signed  by  the  Inspector,  shows  an  expenditure  of  $540.70,  for 
books  bought  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant.  The  treasurer’s  book  has 
$496  charged  to  Library  committee,  but  this  sum  has  not  yet  been  expended.  On  ex- 
amining invoices,  I found  that  only  $375.98  had  been  expended  for  the  purpose  specified, 
up  to  the  10th  June,  1880  ; the  balance  is  charged  to  current  expenses  ; this,  I am  informed, 
has  been  hitherto  the  rule  adopted,  and  allowed  by  the  Inspector.  Recommended,  that 
one-half  of  $43.31,  charged  for  Reading  Room,  be  allowed,  and  that  the  balance  yet 
due  on  books,  $164.72  plus  $21.65,  be  expended,  being  a total  of  $186.37,  before  the 
directors  can  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.” 

The  Minister  approved  of  this  and  invoices  have  already  been  sent  for  $160.97,  and 
the  balance  will  shortly  be  sent. 

The  directors  have  valued  their  Library  and  furniture  at  $1,150,  but  this  is  far  in 
excess  of  their  real  value. 

It  will  be  observed  that  $43.50  only  was  realized  from  members’  fees,  but  a large 
sum,  $148.89,  was  realized  from  lectures  and  entertainments. 
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NAPANEE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  195.  Annual  Subscription,  adults  $2. 

Under  17  years  and  ladies,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expendit%ire  during  the  year. 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

. $73  83 

For  Books*  

.$362  37 

Erom  Members 

. 177  37 

II  Evening  Classes 

. 75  56 

II  Legislative  Grant  

. 400  00 

1 1 Heading  Hoorn* 

. 163  14 

II  Other  sources 

. 25  26 

II  Salaries 

. 30  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association . 

. 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  

. 14  63 

Balance  on  hand  

. 10  76 

Total 

.$676  46 

Total 

.$676  46 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama  . 

Science  and  Art 

V oyages  and  Travels . . . 
Works  of  Heference  . . . 

Library. 

Vols. 

in  Library. 

45 

97 

35 

88 

3 
95 
62 

4 

Vols.  Issued. 

84 

833 

66 

259 

16 

111 

501 

0 

Total 

Heading  Hoom. 

429 

1870 

Newspapers,  14. 

Magazines,  8. 

Periodicals,  4. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

42 

41 

31 

Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

Assets, 

$375.29.  Liabilities,  $130. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $800. 


Eemakks. 

This  Institute  has  an  excellent  Heading  Hoorn  and  Library,  as  well  as  a Hecreation 
Hoorn  and  Class  Hoorn,  in  a good  position  on  the  first  floor  (over  a store)  on  the  front 
street  of  the  town. 

The  collection  of  books  is  small,  but  very  good,  and  the  Library  is  furnished  with 
maps  and  blackboard. 

The  sum  of  $150,  charged  as  expenditure  for  books,  was  paid  this  year  to  retire  note 
given  for  books  pm’chased  in  the  previous  year.  This  Institute  has  been  accustomed  to 
charge  to  Heading  Hoorn  a proportion  of  rent,  etc.  One-half  of  the  amount  has  been 
allowed  for  this  year,  and  the  directors  were  notified  that  they  must  expend  $29  addi- 
tional for  books  before  being  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  As  this  notification  has 
been  complied  with,  the  new  grant  has  been  paid. 


* Expended  for  Books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $29.  See  Eemarksi. 
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NEWMARKET  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1856. 

Number  of  Members,  62.  Annual  Subscription,  $1, 

Ladies  and  Juniors,  50  cents. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

$37  00 

For  Evening  Classes . 

$55  00 

n Legislative  Grant  

51  00 

II  Salaries 

20  00 

I!  Pupils  at  Evening  Classes.  . 

25  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  2 51 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

10  75 

II  Miscellaneous.  . . . 

. . 27  55 

II  Other  sources 

131  75 

Balance  on  hand  . . . 

47  69 

Unaccounted  for  . . . . 

102  75 

Total 

$255  50 

Total 

$255  50 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

tiistory 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  , 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
W orks  of  Reference  . . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

63 

225 

98 

210 

33 

18 

49 

102 

4 


Vols.  Issued. 

9 

672 

23 

96 

7 

22 

17 

49 

3 


Total 802  898 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

13  Drawing,  Ornamental. 


Assets,  $747.69.  Liabilities,  $150.01. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1879,  $671. 


Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  established  Institute,  but  of  late  years  it  has  not  been  working  suc- 
cessfully in  a financial  point  of  view.  Last  year  the  indebtedness  was  $128.31.  This 


year  the  liabilities  are  as  follows  ; — 

Printing  $16  03 

Note  in  Bank  56  27 

Rent 52  00 

Unexpended  Grant 19  00 

Books  to  be  replaced* 54  40  J 

$197  70  ".'I 

Deduct  cash  in  hand 47  69 


Total  Liabilities $150  01 


* The  directors  sold  books  by  auction,  which  realized  .$54.40,  and  this  amount  has  to  be  expended  for 
new  books. 
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As  the  members’  subscriptions  for  this  year  only  amount  to  $37,  it  is  evident  that 
strenuous  efforts  must  be  made  by  the  Institute  to  increase  its  finances.  The  following 
extract  is  from  the  Directors’  Deport  for  1880  : — 

“ The  books  selected  by  the  Library  Committee  from  the  Library  to  dispose  of  by 
auction  were,  for  the  most  part,  never  called  for ; indeed,  most  of  them  have  been  in  the 
Library  ever  since  the  organization  of  this  Institute,  and  some  of  them  had  not  even 
the  leaves  cut.  The  replacing  of  them  by  newly  published  literature  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  membership.” 

The  Library  is  in  a room  over  the  Era  printing  office,  on  the  front  street.  The 
Library  is  open  every  Friday. 

There  was  a Class  in  Drawing  with  1 3 pupils.  Two  of  the  pupils  from  this  Institute 
obtained  prizes  for  drawing  at  the  late  fall  exhibition  of  the  North  York  Co.  Society. 
There  were  also  two  musical  and  literary  entertainments,  but  they  were  financial  failures. 


NIAGARA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated,  1838. 


Number  of  members,  55.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.50  (including  families). 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the 

year. 

From  Members 

$54  74 

For 

Books 

. . .$128  38 

“ Legislative  Grant 

100  00 

(i 

Reading  Room 

...  18  62 

“ Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc 

112  80 

U 

Lectures,  etc 

Salaries 

...  27  25 

U 

...  11  48 

(( 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association.  5 00 

(( 

Miscellaneous 

5 20 

Balance  on  hand 

...  71  61 

Total 

$267  54 

Total 

. . .$267  54 

Biography 

Fiction 

Reports,  etc 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama. 
Feriodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels.  . 
Works  of  Reference 

Total 


Newspapers,  — . 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 

317 

402 

152 

428 

452 

155 

60 

368 

265 

45 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


2644 


Reading  Room. 

Magazines,  20.  Periodicals,  4. 


Assets^  $3,798.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $2,785.30. 
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Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  Institute,  with  an  excellent  Library  valued  at  $3,500.  The  books  have 
just  been  re-classified  and  a new  catalogue  prepared.  The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are 
in  one  large  room  in  the  town  hall — rent  free.  ^ 

This  Institute  gave  three  concerts  during  the  season,  from  which  it  realized  a profit 
of  $85.55. 


NIAGARA  FALLS’  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  52. 

Annual  Subscription,  $2. 

Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$2  43 

For 

Books* 

$323  28 

From  Members 

80  55 

If 

Reading  Room  

150  00 

n Legislative  Grant  

400  00 

Rent  

37  50 

n Donations  

300  00 

tr 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

20  00 

II  Other  sources 

59  50 

n 

Miscellaneous 

19  11 

Balance  on  hand  

292  59 

Total 

$842  48 

Total 

$842  48 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

W orks  of  Reference 


Vols.  in  Library. 

74 

237 

103 

109 

34 

0 

74 

49 

17 


Vols.  Issued. 
61 
1085 
104 
235 
10 
0 
70 
100 
0 


Total 697  1665 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  10.  Magazines,  3.  Periodicals,  2. 

Assets,  $1,076.31.  Liabilities,  $20.83. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $800. 

Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute  3 it  has  been  started  with  considerable  vigor  and  enterprise 
by  the  directors.  There  is  an  excellent  Library  and  Reading  Room ; the  books  are 
well  arranged,  and  are  kept  in  glass  cases,  in  a spacious  room.  The  rent,  $37.50,  for  six 
months,  was  donated,  and  the  town  has  already  given  $600  towards  the  establishment  of 
the  Institute.  The  directors  had  included  salary  of  librarian  and  expenses  of  Reading 
Room,  but  as  they  have  since  expended  $198.24  for  books,  this  has  been  corrected. 

In  consequence  of  the  liberality  of  the  town  council,  referred  to  above,  it  is  proposed 
to  reduce  the  members’  subscription  to  twenty-five  cents. 


* Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $198.24. 
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NORWICH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorpoi’ated  1877. 

This  Institute  received  $270  in  1878,  although  the  directors  had  not  expended  the 
whole  of  the  previous  grant,  in  accordance  with  the  Statute.  Considerable  correspond- 
ence took  place  between  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Institute,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  examine  the  accounts  from  the  time  of  incorporation.  The  following  details 
■will  show  the  expenditure  from  1877  to  1880  : — 

1877. 

No  Legislative  grant.  Expenditure — Books,  etc.,  $380  06. 


1878. 

To  be  expended  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — Legislative  grant,  $400  ; 
local  subscriptions,  $200.  Total,  $600. 

Expenditure  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — books,  etc.,  $517  05  ; balancCj 
$82  95.  Total,  $600. 


1879. 

To  be  expended  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — balance  from  1878,  $82  95  ; 
Legislative  grant,  $270;  local  subscriptions,  $135.  Total,  $487  95. 

Expenditure  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — books,  etc.,  $234  43  ; balance 
due,  $253  52.  Total,  $487  95. 


1880. 

To  be  expended  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — balance  due,  $253  52. 
No  Legislative  grant  this  year. 

Expended  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant — for  books,  $38  61 ; balance  due, 
$214  91.  Total,  $253  52. 

As  this  Institute  was  in  financial  difficulties,  and  a large  sum  had  been  expended  in 
1877,  in  which  the  Legislative  grant  had  not  been  paid,  it  was  recommended  that  the 
balance  be  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 


Balance  due $214  91 

Deduct  amount  paid  for  works  of  fiction 64  01 

$150  90 

Allow  one  half $75  45 

To  be  expended  $75  45 


The  Minister  of  Education  concurred  in  this  recommendation,  and  the  directors 
have  since  expended  $75  45,  and  received  a new  grant  for  1880-81. 

The  Institute  has  an  excellent  selection  of  books,  and  were  about  removing  into  a 
good  up-stairs  room,  in  a new  brick  building.  Rent,  $24  per  annum,  and  librarian’s 
salary,  $25  per  annum. 
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NORWOOD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1872. 


Number  of  Members,  32.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year 

Balance  on  hand $13  71 

From  Members 29  00 

n Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  10  65 

For  Books 

II  Salaries 

II  Miscellaneous  

Balance  on  hand  

$7  60 
10  00 
3 35 
32  41 

Total $53  36 

Total  

$53  36 

Library. 


Biography 

Eiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  

Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference 

Total ' 


Vols.  in  Library. 

65 

130 

49 

239 

13 

0 

75 

68 

0 


639 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


Assets,  $607.41.  Liabilities,  $1.20. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1872  to  1880,  $633.20. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  not  received  any  grant  since  1876.  It  has  taken  four  years  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  on  which  the  grant  is  given,  but  is  now  entitled  to  apply 
for  new  grant. 

The  books  are  kept  in  a drug  store.  Works  of  fiction  are  in  excess,  and  seem  to 
have  been  the  principal  books  read,  as  most  of  them  are  entirely  worn  out,  while  books 
on  other  subjects  appear  to  have  scarcely  ever  been  looked  at. 

The  directors  require  a new  supply  of  recent  standard  works  in  order  to  make  the 
Library  more  attractive  and  of  real  benefit  to  the  members. 

$10  per  annum  only  is  paid  for  rent  and  attendance. 
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OKILLIA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1865,  re-established  1880. 

Number  of  Members,  121.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $228  00 

II  Donations  Ill  00 

Total $339  00 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Heading  Room  $54  94 

II  Miscellaneous 101  06 

Balance  on  hand  183  00 


Total $339  00 


Libraey. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


V ols.  in  Library. 
16 
0 
54 
34 
2 
0 
66 
14 
19 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


205 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  9.  Magazines,  9.  < Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $283.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  had  been  closed  since  1870,' but  was  re-organized  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1880.  The  present  directors  are  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  and  have 
been  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to  re-establish  the  Institute.  They  have  already  formed 
Classes  in  Chemistry,  etc.,  and  some  of  the  directors  have  agreed  to  conduct  the  classes 
gratuitously  for  the  first  year,  in  order  that  the  funds  may  be  applied  to  increase  the 
Library.  When  I visited  Orillia  they  had  already  expended  $150  after  the  date  of  Report, 
and  since  that  time  they  have  made  extensive  additions  to  the  Library. 

They  have  two  excellent  rooms,  as  Library  and  Reading  Room,  over  a bank,  for 
use  of  which  and  necessary  attendance  they  pay  $100  per  annnm. 
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OAKVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  172.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  ch.iring  year. 

Expenditure  during  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

From  Members 

II  Donations 

II  Other  Sources 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

. $13  61 
. 133  20 
3 50 
2 25 
. 38  80 

For  Books  * 

II  Reading  Room 

II  Rent 

II  Salaries  

II  Miscellaneous  

Balance  on  hand 

. $8  10 
. 35  05 
. 57  50 
. 22  08 
. 67  60 
. 1 03 

Total 

.$191  36 

Total 

$191  36 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

89 

22 

91 

202 

30 

19 

37 

71 

36 


Vols.  Issued. 

No  separate 
record  kept. 


Total 


597  1257 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  7.  Magazines,  1.  Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $634.45.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1878  to  1880,  $670. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  received  in  1879  $400  for  the  year  1878,  but  did  not  qualify  for  grant 
in  1879. 

On  examining  the  accounts,  I find  that  $150  had  been  charged  for  book-cases  and 
Reading  Room.  One-half  of  this  amount  has  been  allowed  by  the  Minister,  and  the  direc- 
tors have  since  expended  $66.48  for  books  in  order  to  make  up  the  $600  to  be  expended  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant.'  The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  behind  a 
bookseller’s  store..  There  is  a fair  selection  of  books,  but  many  of  them  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  public  school  library.  The  books  are  in  excellent  order,  covered  with 
linen,  and  kept  in  glass  book-cases.  Books  are  issued  twice  a week.  Several  of  the 
members  are  farmers  residing  in  the  neighbourhood. 

$100  is  paid  for  rent,  light,  etc.  In  addition  to  the  room  used  for  Library  and 
Reading  Room  there  are  two  rooms  up-stairs  which  might  be  used  for  Evening  Classes. 


* Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  .$66.48. 
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ORANGEVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  100. 

Annual  Subscription, 

$1. 

Receipts  d/iiring  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

“ Legislative  Grant  

“ Other  Sources 

$100  00 
400  00 
0 77 

For  Books*  

“ Reading  Roomf 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  . . 

“ Miscellaneous 

Balance  on  hand  

$322  89 
58  53 
20  00 
12  55 
86  80 

Total 

$500  77 

Total 

500^77 

Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 

22 

50  ' 

Fiction 

271 

1850 

History 

51 

106 

Miscellaneous  

88 

160 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

24 

35 

Periodical  Literature  

79 

210 

Science  and  Art  

36 

60 

Voyages  and  Travels  

22 

126 

Works  of  Reference  

0 

0 

Total 

593 

2597 

Assets,  $540. 

Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  new  Institute  had  expended  $310.28  prior  to  1st  May,  1879,  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  would  in  consequence  be  entitled  to  the  grant  for  the  following  year. 
Although  this  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Statute,  instructions  had  been  received  that  it 
might  be  done,  and,  consequently,  the  Minister  has  allowed  $210.28  to  be  transferred  to 
this  year’s  transactions.  The  proper  amount  charged  to  the  expenditure  of  this  year 


should  be  as  follows  : — 

Books  purchased  last  year $210  28 

II  II  this  year 297  89 

Mechanics’  Institute  Association 20  00 


$428  17 

Balance  yet  to  be  expended 171  83 


$600  00 


10 


*This  is  incorrect,  see  remarks.  +No  Reading  Room. 
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There  is  no  Heading  Room,  although  a sum  of  $58.53  is  charged  for  this  purpose 
in  the  Report.  As  soon  as  the  directors  shall  have  expended  $171.83  for  books,  etc.,  they 
will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  The  Institute  occupies  a good  upper  room,  over 
a store,  on  the  front  street.  There  is  a good  selection  of  books  in  a glass  case,  but  the 
books  are  not  yet  numbered  on  the  outside.  $36  per  annum  is  paid  for  rent;  librarian’s 
services,  free. 


OSHAWA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1867. 

The  Library  belonging  to  this  Institute  was  handed  over  to  the  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Association,  about  five  or  six  years  ago.  The  books  were  sold  by  auction,  being 
seized  for  rent  in  1879.  They  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Rae,  who  informed  me 
that  he  was  willing  to  sell  them  for  the  amount  paid  at  auction;  that  he  had  purchased 
the  Library  so  as  to  keep  the  books  together  and  prevent  them  being  scattered.  Dr.  Rae 
promised  to  call  a meeting  and  try  to  re-organize  the  Institute.  After  my  return  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  sent  : — 

“8th  November,  1880. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
taken  into  consideration  the  loss  your  town  would  sustain  by  withdrawing  the  payment 
of  grant  for  Mechanics’  Institute  purposes,  and  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  your 
Institute  being  re-organized,  and  the  books  re-purchased  for  use  of  said  Institute,  the 
Directors  may  apply  for  gi’ant  for  this  year  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  $400. 

“ I have  the  honour,  etc., 

“ Dr.  Rae,  Oshawa.”  (Signed)  “ S.  P.  May.” 

No  communication  in  reply  has  yet  been  received. 


OTTAWA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

The  Ottawa  Mechanics’  Institute  has  been  incorporated  as  the  Literary  and  Scientific 
Society  of  Ottawa.  There  is  a Reading  Room,  Library  and  Museum.  The  directors 
have  recently  established  Evening  Classes. 


OWEN  SOUND  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1855. 

This  Institute  has  been  in  a state  of  stagnation  for  several  years.  The  books  are 
kept  in  a stationer’s  store.  No  purchases  have  been  made  for  several  years.  There  are 
about  400  volumes ; about  one-half  are  works  of  Fiction.  There  are  about  30  persons 
who  take  out  books,  the  receipts  being  only  sufficient  to  pay  for  rent  and  attendance. 

There  was  foi’merly  a Reading  Room,  but  it  was  a failure,  and  the  Library  was 
seized  for  rent,  and  part  of  the  books  sold  by  auction. 

The  last  grant  was  $200,  paid  in  1872  ; $241  have  since  been  expended,  on  condi- 
tions with  the  Legislative  grant. 

I interviewed  the  mayor  and  several  prominent  gentlemen,  when  I visited  Owen 
Sound,  and  urged  upon  them  the  desirability  of  re-organizing  the  Institute.  On  my 
return  the  following  letter  was  sent : — 

“Toronto,  20th  December,  1880. 

“Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
consented  to  my  recommendation,  that  as  soon  as  the  directors  of  the  Owen  Sound 
Mechanics’  Institute  make  a further  expenditure  of  $59  for  books  (not  fiction),  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  apply  for  the  Government  grant. 
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“ In  my  interview  with  you,  we  discussed  the  best  method  of  infusing  new  life  into 
the  Institute,  and  you  promised  to  call  a public  meeting.  Has  anything  yet  been  done  1 
I shall  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  you  or  the  directors  on  the  subject,  as  it  is  a 
great  loss  to  your  town  to  be  deprived  of  a public  institution  so  valuable  to  its  inhabi- 
tants, while  other  towns  and  even  villages  are  annually  receiving  aid  for  their  Mechanics’ 
Institutes  from  the  Government. 

“ I have  the  honour,  etc., 

(Signed)  “ S.  P.  May.” 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Owen  Sound.” 

A letter  of  enquiry  has  been  received,  but  no  progress  has  yet  been  reported 


PAISLEY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1874. 

This  Institute  had  received  no  Legislative  grant  since  1877,  and  no  Report  has  been 
received  since  that  time.  New  officers  and  directors  have  been  recently  elected,  who  are 
making  strenuous  efforts  to  resuscitate  this  Institute.  Within  six  weeks  from  the  time 
of  my  visit,  they  succeeded  in  getting  120  new  members. 

There  is  an  excellent  Library  in  the  town  hall,  rent  free,  open  twice  a week  ; 
the  directors  pay  librarian  $26  per  annum. 

On  my  return,  the  following  letter  was  sent  : — - 

“ 19th  November,  1880. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Honourable  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you  that 
he  has  taken  into  consideration  the  present  standing  of  the  Paisley  Mechanics’  Institute, 
and  finding  that  the  present  officers  and  board  of  directors  are  using  strenuous 
efforts  to  re-organize  the  Institute,  the  Minister  has  agreed  to  my  recommendation,  that 
your  treasurer  be  at  once  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

“ I trust  that  in  future  your  Institute  will  exhibit  the  same  flourishing  condition  as 
some  of  the  other  Institutes  in  your  neighbourhood. 

“ I have  the  honour,  etc., 

(Signed)  “ S.  P.  May.” 

“John  Collie,  Esq.,  President  Mechanics’  Institute,  Paisley.” 

The  directors  have  since  complied  with  the  Statute,  and  received  a grant  of  $100. 


PARIS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1842. 

Number  of  Members,  140.  Annual  Subscription,  $2.^ 

Ladies,  $1.50.  Apprentices,  $1. 


Receiijts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure 

during  the  year. 

Prom  Members 

$240  50 

For  Books 

$460  48 

II  Legislative  grant 

400  00 

II  Reading  Room 

150  00 

II  Municipal  or  town  grant  . . 

160  00 

II  Lectures,  etc  . . 

II  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  55  90 

II  Salaries 

120  00 

II  Donations  

78  82 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20  00 

II  Other  sources 

46  80 

II  Miscellaneous 
Balance  on  hand  . . 

176  42 

28  87 

Total 

$982  02 

Total  . . . . 

$982  02 
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Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

Biography  

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama .... 
Periodical  Literature  .... 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Trarels  .... 
Works  of  Reference  .... 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


307 

108 

291 

58 

382 

1380 

413 

92 

452 

601 

62 

24 

181 

259 

423 

89 

335 

395 

84 

Not  allowed 

Total 


2930  3006 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  11.  Magazines,  17.  Periodicals,  2. 

Assets,  $4,950.87.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $3,750. 


Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  established  Institute,  and  has  secured  Legislative  grant  every  year 
since  Confederation.  The  building  now  occupied  was  erected  e.specially  for  the  Institute. 
It  is  now  being  enlarged  to  provide  more  accommodation. 

There  is  an  excellent  Library  ; the  books  are  in  good  order,  kept  in  book  cases. 
There  is  a good  Reading  Room,  open  from  7 a.m.  to  9 p.m.  every  week  day. 


PARKHILL  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

Number  of  members  67.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receij)ts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $44  95 

From  Members 57  00 

M Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  12  08 

M Other  sources 84  94 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Reading  Room $30  00 

n Lectures,  etc 0 50 

If  Salaries 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 143  26 

Balance  on  hand 5 21 


$198  97 


Total 


Total 
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Library. 


Biography  

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels.  . 
Works  of  Reference  . . 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


88 

240 

119 

106 

60 

105 

100 

60 

54 


1315 


Total 


932  1315 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  — Magazines,  5.  Reviews,  — 

Assets,  $1,417.90.  Liabilities,  $102.31. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1880,  $1,709. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  did  not  apply  for  grant  last  year,  but  has  since  qualified  and  received 
grant  of  $260. 

The  secretary  says,  “ We  have  not  been  able  to  appropriate  any  sum  this  year  for 
the  special  object  of  Evening  Classes  or  for  books.  Our  expenditures  for  the  Reading 
Room,  for  rent,  care,  light,  fuel  and  periodicals  have  been  about  $50  a year.  The  Read- 
ing Room  and  Library  are  kept  open  during  the  evenings  of  every  week  day,  from  1st 
October  to  1st  April,  and  during  two  evenings  of  each  week  the  rest  of  the  year.” 

I refer  to  this  to  show  the  actual  expenditure  of  an  ordinary  Reading  Room.  The 
directors  of  this  Institute  have  a very  fine  Reading  Room.  In  addition  to  their  Library, 
they  purchased  periodicals  to  the  amount  of  $23,  and  the  whole  cost  for  Reading  Room  was 
only  $50.  They  have  splendid  accommodation  for  Evening  Classes. 

They  have  recently  issued  a prospectus  of  Evening  Classes  for  the  present  winter. 
They  have  a staff  of  seven  teachers  for  the  following  subjects  ; Arithmetic,  Writing, 
Book-keeping,  Drawing  (Architectural  and  Mechanical),  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 
Mensuration. 


PARKDALE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1880. 

This  Institute  is  just  now  being  organized. 


PEMBROKE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1875. 

This  Institute  received  a Legislative  grant  of  $400  in  1877.  In  March,  1878,  an 
additional  grant  of  $400  was  paid.  No  Report  from  that  time  has  been  received  from 
this  Institute.  On  my  arrival  at  Pembroke,  I was  informed  that  the  Institute  was 
defunct.  I waited  upon  the  mayor,  who  kindly  accompanied  me  in  search  of  former 
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officers ; I found  from  them  that  the  effects  of  the  Institute  had  been  sold  by  auction  in 
June,  1878,  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  Government  grant.  I could  get  no 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  proceeds  of  sale,  but  the  secretary  promised  to  get  the 
particulars  from  the  auctioneer.  Soon  after  my  return  I received  the  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Institute  : 

“ Pembroke,  24th  July,  1880. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  made  several  enquiries  of  the  auctioneer  who  sold  the  effects  of 
the  late  Pembroke  Mechanics’  Institute,  and  I regret  to  say  that  I am  unable  to  furnish 
you  with  a statement  of  the  proceeds  as  you  require. 

“ I have,  etc., 

“ W.  H.  Deacon.” 

“ Dr.  S.  P.  May,  Toronto.” 


Subsequently  the  following  letter  was  sent ; 

“Toronto,  30th  July,  1880. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Education  to  inform  you 
that  he  has  instructed  me  to  make  a full  investigation  as  to  all  the  circumstances  in  con- 
nection with  the  dissolution  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  at  Pembroke;  for  this  purpose  I 
shall  require  all  the  books,  vouchers,  documents,  and  papers  relating  to  the  Institute,  and 
shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  furnish  them  to  the  Department  without  delay. 

“ I have  the  honour,  etc., 

(Signed,)  “ S.  P.  May.” 

“Wm.  Moffat,  Esq.,  President,  Mechanics’  Institute,  Pembroke.” 

I have  not  yet  succeeded  in  getting  any  statement  of  the  affairs  of  this  Institute. 

From  the  following  letters  of  the  Inspector,  it  appears  that  this  Institute  was  doing 
good  work,  and  it  seems  very  strange  that  it  should  so  suddenly  collapse,  and  that  no 
statement  can  be  secured  of  the  proceeds  realized  from  the  sale  of  its  effects. 


“Pembroke,  Ont.,  December  3rd,  1876. 

“Sir, — I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  state  of  ‘ Pembroke  Mechanics’  Institute.’ 
Accompanying  this  Deport  you  will  find  a full  statistical  statement  of  the  number  of 
newspapers  and  periodicals  supplied  for  the  use  of  Reading  Room,  the  number  and 
character  of  books  contained  in  Library,  and  also  a full  statement  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements. These  various  documents  and  papers  being  so  fully  illustrative  of  the  means 
employed  to  promote  the  improvement  and  growth  of  the  Institute,  I deem  it  unnecessary 
that  I should  make  any  further  detailed  statement  with  respect  to  the  same.  It  will  be 
sufficient,  therefore,  if  I make  a few  general  remarks. 

“I  have  carefully  examined  the  financial  statement,  and  believe  the  same  to  be  a cor- 
rect statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements. 

“ The  rooms  provided  for  Library,  Reading  Room,  etc.,  afford  excellent  accommodation, 
and  are  provided  with  all  requisites. 

“ The  board  of  directors  are  well  known  in  the  Town  of  Pembroke  as  men  of  the 
highest  character  and  standing,  and  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  interests  of  the  Insti- 
tute confided  to  their  trust  shall  receive  the  most  careful  attention  at  their  hands. 

“ I have,  etc., 

(Signed)  “ E.  H.  Jenkyns,  M.A.” 
“The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Toronto.” 
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“ Pembroke,  Ont.,  June  23rd,  1877. 

“ Sir, — As  required  by  law,  I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  state  of  Pembroke 
Mechanics’  Institute  for  the  year  1876-7.  I have  carefully  examined  the  statements  of 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct ; and  find  that  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  directors,  to  secure  the  welfare  of  the  Institution,  are  beginning  to  exert  a salutory 
influence  on  the  people  generally.  Such  a fountain  of  knowledge  cannot  but  prompt  to 
varied  and  useful  enterprise  in  the  community  at  large. 

“ I have,  etc., 

(Signed)  “ E.  H.  Jbnkyns,  M.A.” 

“ The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Toronto.” 


PETROLIA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  140. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $223  12 

Total $223  12 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $223  12 

Total $223  12 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  16. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  15. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Books  ordered  not  yet 
received. 


Periodicals,  2. 


Assets,  $270.12.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400. 


Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute.  The  members  of  the  Petrolea  Literary  Society  have  amalga- 
mated with  the  Institute. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit,  the  directors  were  fltting  up  rooms  for  the  Library  and 
Reading  Room.  They  had  already  subscribed  for  16  daily  and  weekly  newspapers,  15 
magazines,  and  2 reviews — all  at  a cost  of  about  $150.  The  balance  of  money  on  hand 
was  to  be  expended  immediately  in  books. 

Extract  from  Report : — 

“ The  premises  occupied  by  the  Institute  are  generously  placed  at  its  disposal  by  J, 
H.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  rent  free.” 


t 
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PENETANGUISHENE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  65.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  djuring  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$2 

00 

For  Books  

$300  00 

From  Members 

60 

00 

II  Evening  Classes 

no  charge 

M Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

II  Reading  Room  . 

100  00 

II  Donations  

125 

00 

• II  Salaries  

55  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous... 

.........  85  00 

Balance  on  hand  . . . 

27  00 

Total 

.$587  00 

Total  

$587  00 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  ...... 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 

Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 
10 
68 
44 
23 
0 
0 
44 
6 

14 


Vols.  Issued. 

4 

12 

6 

15 

0 

0 

6 

3 

4 


Total 


209  50 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  3.  Magazines,  7.  Periodicals,  1. 

Evening  Classes. 

Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

Elocution. 

Drawing,  Architectural  and  Mechanical. 

Assets,  $428.46.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879,  $400. 


No.  of  Pupils. 
10 
10 
12 
4 


Remarks. 

The  Library  of  this  Institute  is  kept  in  a large  room  in  the  town  hall,  which  is  also 
used  as  a Methodist  church,  for  band  practice,  etc.  When  visited  in  September,  there  were 
only  90  volumes  of  books,  and  a few  newspapers  for  the  Reading  Room.  The  Library  is 
open  twice  a week,  from  8 to  10  p.m. 
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The  treasurer’s  book  had  been  taken  away  by  the  former  treasurer,  and  the  directors 
were  unable  to  show  vouchers  of  expenditui-e,  etc. 

I obtained  a copy  of  the  Annual  Report  annexed,  from  the  Mechanic  Institute 
Association,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  the  directors  claim  to  have  expended  $420  in 
accordance  with  conditions  of  grant.  If  this  is  correct,  they  have  yet  to  expend  $180, 
before  they  can  apply  for  neAv  grant. 

They  state  in  Report  that  they  have  209  volumes  of  books,  but  the  Library  was  not 
established  until  February,  1880. 

It  will  be  observed  that  they  pay  $55  for  salary,  yet  the  members  subscriptions 
only  amount  to  $60. 


PETERBOROUGH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1867. 


Number  of  Members,  241.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.50. 


.Receipts  during  the  year 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

.$233  05 

For  Books 

$438  74 

From  Members 

. 249  50 

II  Reading  Room  . . 

84  73 

It  Legislative  grant 

. 400  00 

II  Rent 

75  00 

ft  Municipal  or  toAvn  grant. 

. 100  00 

II  Salaries 

88  00 

II  Other  sources 

. 126  10 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  . . 

305  11 

Balance  on  hand . . . . 

97  07 

Total  

$1108  65 

Total  . . . . . 

$1108  65 

Libraky. 


Biography 

Essays  

Fiction  

History  

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 

Religious  

Science  and  Art .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library. 

295 

203 

447 

255 

1016 

76 

63 

166 

330 

280 

161 


3292 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 


kept. 


J 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  19.  Magazines,  9.  Periodicals,  8. 

Assets,  $4,317.07.  Liabilities,  $50. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $4,600. 
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Kemarks. 

This  is  a first-class  Institute,  with  an  excellent  Library,  well  arranged  and  in  good 
order.  It  occupies  two  up-stairs  flats  over  a store.  The  Library  has  good  fixtures,  and 
there  is  a Reading  Room,  a Lecture  Room,  Class  Rooms,  and  Recreation  Room.  There  is  a 
large  Law  Library  in  connection  with  the  Institute,  the  members  of  which  must  be  also 
members  of  the  Institute.  The  librarian  is  paid  $180  per  annum.  The  building  is 
open  every  day  excepting  Sundays  and  holidays.  Rent  $100.  Classes  in  Drawing  and 
Book-keeping  were  being  conducted  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  directors  receive  a 
grant  of  $100  per  annum  from  the  town  council.  Their  expenditure  for  the  year  was  over 
$1,100. 

The  subscriptions  from  members  amounted  to  $249.50. 


PICTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  90.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $243  06 

II  Legislative  Grant  400  00 


Total $643  06 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $69  30 

II  Reading  Room 76  67 

II  Rent  80  00 

II  Salaries 133  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association..  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  59  13 

Balance  on  hand  204  96 


Total $643  06 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  8. 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


There  are 
about  200 
old  books, 
and  17  vols. 

recently 

purchased. 


Reading  Room. 

Magazines,  3.  Periodicals,  5. 


Assets,  $319.30.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute  was  established  in  1846.  It  was  closed  when  the  Government  grant 
was  discontinued,  but  was  re-organized  in  1879.  As  will  be  seen  from  Report,  it  had 
only  expended  $165.97,  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  the  grant,  up  to  1st  July,  1880. 
The  directors  informed  me  that  the  books  were  ordered,  but  I have  heard  nothing  further 
from  them.  They  have  to  show  a further  expenditure  of  $434.03  before  they  will  be 
entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

There  is  very  good  accomodation  for  Library,  Reading  Room,  and  Recreation 
Room,  in  a building  on  the  front  street. 

The  Library  consists  of  old  books,  aird  is  not  likely  to  become  popular  until  the 
new  supplies  are  received. 


PORT  COLBORNE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1876. 

Number  of  Members,  83.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  . $ 9 86 

From  Members 74  87 

II  Legislative  Grant  100  00 

H Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  109  30 

II  Other  sources 14  50 


Total $308  53 


For  Books*  $110  94 

II  Reading  Room 5 90 

II  Lectures,  etc 10  00 

II  Salaries 8 25 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Associatioii. . 5 00 

II  Miscellaneous  133  97 

Balance  on  hand  34  47 


Total  $308  53 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  5. 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


56 

29 

247 

468 

90 

23 

73 

42 

27 

17 

0 

0 

60 

17 

40 

39 

17 

0 

610 

635 

Reading  Room. 

Magazines,  none.  Periodicals,  none. 


Assets,  $701.16.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  this  Institute  from  1877  to  1879,  $400.84. 


* See  Remarks. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  recently  been  removed  from  the  town  hall  into  more  spacious 
apartments.  Its  suite  of  rooms,  embracing  Library,  Reading,  and  Lecture  Rooms,  is 
over  a new  block  of  buildings.  The  books  in  Library  are  in  good  condition,  covered  with 
linen,  and  with  number  painted  on  backs. 

The  directors  have  yet  to  expend  $28.16  for  books,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  grant,  before  they  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  Their  expenses  have 
necessarily  been  great  in  removing  and  furnishing,  which,  I imagine,  is  the  reason  they 
have  not  yet  complied  with  the  regulations,  as  they  were  very  enthusiastic  at  the  time  of 
my  visit,  and  desirous  of  establishing  Evening  Classes,  etc. 

There  were  eight  entertainments  and  lectures  during  the  year,  from  which  $80.55, 
jprofits  were  realized. 


PORT  ELGIN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1870. 

Number  of  Members,  54.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Apprentices,  50  cents. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $47  80 

From  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc.  9 11 

H Donations 2 50 

Balance  due  Treasurer 13  01 


Total $72  42 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Lectures,  etc $ 2 50 

" I 25  00 

ri  oa>iari6S j 

II  Miscellaneous 44  92 


Total $72  42 


Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 
15 
300 
50 
30 
427 
22 
0 
25 
250 
25 


Total 1442  1144 

Assets,  $1,762.85.  Liabilities,  $13.01. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1870  to  1878, 
$1,064.10. 


Vols.  in  Library. 

Biography 140 

Fiction 125 

Religious  Literature  20 

History 186 

Miscellaneous  600 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 85 

Periodical  Literature  0 

Science  and  Art  106 

Voyages  and  Travels  130 

Works  of  Reference 50 
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Remarks. 

This  is  a good  working  Institv^te,  and  is  held  in  a room  behind  a telegraph  office  ; 
there  is  a good  Library  in  excellent  order.  The  directors  take  great  interest  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  Institute,  and  are  unusually  anxious  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Statute.  They  did  not  apply  for  grant  last  year,  because  they  were  not  certain  of  getting- 
more  than  sufficient  subscriptions  to  pay  current  expenses. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Library  is  well  patronized ; 1,144  books  were  issued  this 

year. 

The  directors  gave  one  entertainment  from  which  they  made  about  $7  profit. 

They  have  not  applied  for  grant  this  year,  because  all  their  funds  will  be  required  to 
pay  for  re-classification  of  the  books  and  printing  new  catalogue. 


PORT  HOPE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1874. 

Number  of  Members,  125  Annual  Subscription,  $4  for  Reading  Room  and 

Library ; $2,  not  including  mornings  in 
Reading  Room. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  f 98  25 

From  Members 280  25 

Legislative  grant 400  00 

Other  sources  . 88  15 


Total $866  65 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  Books*  . . . . $263  88 

II  Evening  Classes* 178  73 

II  Reading  Room*  150  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  190  23 

Balance  on  hand 63  81 


Total $866  65 


Library. 


Biography . . . 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Political  Economy  . . . 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


93 

130 

384 

1518 

102 

103 

122 

234 

23 

34 

0 

0 

5 

0 

83 

36 

62 

171 

0 

0 

874 

2226 

* See  Eemarks. 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  36. 

Magazines,  13.  Periodicals,  0. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

Subject. 

16 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

19 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

Asseis, 

$1,063.81.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1875  to  1979,  $2,000. 

Remarks. 

The  following  is  my  Report  to  the  Minister  on  my  return  from  visiting  Port  Hope  : — 
“ This  Institute  has  received  $400  per  annum  from  the  Government  since  1875,  and 
is  said  to  have  been  allowed  by  the  Inspector  to  make  false  entries.  They  have  charged 
a portion  of  amount  paid  for  rent  and  salaries  under  the  head  of  books  and  periodicals, 
and  as  if  bought  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant.”  The  Presi- 
dent says  : — ■ 

“ This  has  always  been  allowed  by  the  Government  Inspector  and  uirder  his  direc- 
tions, and  as  no  fault  had  ever  been  found  with  our  Reports,  we  thought  we  were  con- 
forming with  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  every  respect.” 

I made  inquiry  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Tilley,  the  Inspector  referred  to,  and  he  states  he  was 
not  aware  that  they  charged  part  of  rent,  etc.,  as  books  purchased,  but  acknowledges  that 
rent,  salary  and  general  expenses  were  always  inclu  led  in  the  items  entitling  to  grant,  and 


never  under  their  proper  headings. 

The  directors  have  expended  as  follows : — 

Books,  including  $63.29  for  Fiction $184  14 

Reading  Room 157  78 

Evening  Classes 64  75 

Mechanics’  Institute  Association ' . . 20  00 

Prizes  for  Evening  Classes 20  00 


$446  67 

Balance  to  be  expended 153  33 

$600  00 

The  large  expenditure  of  $157.78  for  periodicals,  etc.,  for  Reading  Room,  is  charged 
in  the  Report  to  the  Library,  and  $150  paid  for  rent  and  salaries  is  charged  as  part  of 
Reading  Room  expenditure.  There  is  another  improper  feature  of  this  case.  The 
Directors  have  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  periodicals  and  paying  their  current  ex- 
penses out  of  the  proceeds.  For  example,  at  the  close  of  the  year  they  sell  by  auction 
next  year’s  publications  to  the  highest  bidders,  who  are  at  liberty  to  remove  them,  as 
follows  : — 

Dailies,  on  the  second  day. 

Weeklies,  at  end  of  week. 

Monthlies,  at  end  of  month. 

From  this  source  they  received  $84.90,  which  should  have  been  deducted  from  the 
amount  expended  for  periodicals,  and  the  amount  charged  should  have  been  only  $72.88, 
instead  of  $157.78.  The  present  improper  system  of  management  cannot  be  continued. 

The  entire  revenue  from  local  sources  is  only  $280.25,  while  the  expenditure  for 
salary,  rent,  and  current  expenses  alone  is  $338.90,  showing  a deficiency  of  $58.65, 
besides  the  $20<0  to  be  expended  in  order  to  obtain  the  grant.  This  Institute  pays  $125 
for  rent  and  $156  for  salary,  and  this  is  principally  for  the  Reading  Room.  From  this 
and  other  similar  cases  it  appears  that  wherever  Reading  Rooms  are  established,  excepting 
in  cities,  that  they  are  a source  of  trouble  and  expense,  generally  followed  by  financial 
failure. 
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Recommended, — That  so  soon  as  the  directors  expend  $100  for  hooks  they  will  be 
entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

The  Minister  approved  of  this  and  gave  instrvictions  to  me  to  notify  the  Institute 
that  in  future  rent  and  salary  must  not  be  charged  either  as  books  purchased,  or  for 
Reading  Room  or  Evening  Classes,  and  the  amount  realized  from  periodicals  sold  must 
be  deducted  from  the  original  amount  paid  for  them,  and  only  the  balance  charged  to 
Reading  Room. 

There  are  two  good  rooms  over  a store.  Library  and  Reading  Room  and  Recreation 
Room,  open  every  day  from  9 a.m.  to  10  p.m.  There  is  a fair  selection  of  good 
medium-sized  books,  but  an  excess  of  fiction.  The  Evening  Classes  are  free. 

The  directors  have  just  now  sent  invoice  showing  expenditure  of  $100  for  books,  and 
are  now  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 


PORT  PERRY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1870. 

This  Institute  received  $400  Legislative  grant  in  1876,  and  has  only  expended 
$545.60  since  that  time  for  books,  including  fiction. 

The  Library  is  kept  at  the  back  of  a jeweller's  store.  There  are  about  950  volumes, 
including  a large  number  of  small  books  and  works  of  fiction.  The  plan  adopted  by  this 
Institute  was,  to  apply  the  discount  from  invoices  to  the  purchase  of  works  of  fiction, 
charging  the  other  books  at  full  retail  prices. 

The  directors  pay  $75  per  annum  for  rent  and  librarian;  this  absorbs  all  their  revenue 
from  local  sources.  Their  total  receipts  from  members,  concerts,  etc.,  was  as  follows  ; — 

1876-7  $69  12 

1878  76  20 

1879  ; 81  60 

They  were  notified  that  as  soon  as  they  make  a further  expenditure  of  $54.40  for 
books  they  would  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  They  have  not  yet  replied  to  my 
communication. 


PRESCOTT  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  114.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

.$  42 

68 

For  Books*  . 

.$359  32 

From  Members 

. 110 

00 

II  Reading  Room* 

. 120  00 

11  Legislative  Grant  .* 

. 400 

00 

II  Salaries 

. 41  94 

rt  Donations 

. 100 

00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association . 

. 20  00 

n Ot.hftr  Rmirr*fts  

1 

15 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 46  26 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

4 

00 

Balance  on  hand  

. 70  31 

Total 

.$657 

83 

Total 

.$657  83 

* Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $39.91.  (See  jRemarks.) 


160 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

64 
348 

65 
13 
17 

0 

47 

74 

0 


Vols.  Issued. 

65 

297 

56 

0 

0 

0 

43 

47 

0 


Total 


628  508 


Assets,  $653.94.  Liabilities,  $20. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $600. 


Remarks. 

This  new  Institute  had  expended  a large  sum  of  money  for  books  previous  to  the  1st 
May,  1879,  under  the  supposition  that  the  grant  would  be  allowed.  The  directors  had 
charged  a proportion  of  general  expenses  to  Reading  Room.  A part  of  the  previous  years’ 
expenditure  for  hooks  has  been  allowed  as  a set  off  against  this.  They  had  to  expend 
$39.91  more  for  books;  this  has  been  complied  with  and  they  have  since  received  the 
new  grant. 

The  Institute  has  free  accommodation  in  the  town  hall.  The  Library  is  well  fitted 
up,  with  a good  selection  of  books,  but  containing  an  excess  of  fiction.  Evening  Classes 
have  not  yet  been  organized. 


PRESTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1871. 

Number  of  Members,  65.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $ 32  41 

From  Members 127  50 

Legislative  Grant  400  00 

Donations  226  45 

Other  sources 20  00 


Total $806  36 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books 

.$434  00 

11  Evening  Classes 

. 32  90 

II  Reading  Room 

. 122  07 

II  Salaries  

. 50  00 

II  Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  . 

. 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 121  12 

Balance  on  hand  

. 26  27 

Total 

.$806  36 
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Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Library. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


287 

122 

148 

394 

288 

88 

0 

0 

543 

275 

101 

512 

819 

185 

427 

506 

63 

0 

2676 

2082 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  8. 

Magazines,  15. 

Periodicals,  6. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

Subject. 

20 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

Assets,  $4,734.55.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $4,000. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a very  fine  Library  ; about  one-third  of  the  books  are  in  the  German 
language.  The  books  are  well  arranged  and  in  excellent  condition.  The  directors  have 
splendid  book-cases,  which  are  closed  when  the  books  are  not  in  use.  The  newspapers  are 
filed  and  kept  for  reference.  There  are  manuscript  alphabetical  catalogues  for  authors 
and  subjects,  and  a separate  catalogue  showing  classification  of  the  different  subjects,  and 
altogether  it  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  and  best  arranged  Libraries  in  the  Province.  The 
Library  and  Reading  Room  are  over  the  town  hall,  rent  free.  The  librarian’s  salary  is 
$25.  The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  three  evenings  a week.  There  were  no 
entertainments  or  lectures  during  the  year. 


POINT  EDWARD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1879. 


Number  of  Members,  101.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 

$1  for  "Youths  and  Ladies. 


Receijits  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

$200  00 

For  Books 

II  Reading  Room  (no  charge) 
II  Salaries  

5 35 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 117  05 

Balance  on  hand  

. 27  38 

Total 

$200  00 

Total 

.$200  00 

11 
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Biograpliy 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 

Total 


Newspapers,  10. 


Library. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  4. 


Vols.  in  Library. 
2 
8 
6 
9 
4 
0 
6 
7 
1 


Vols.  Issued. 

No  record 
kept. 


43 


Periodicals,  none. 


Assets,  $106.01  Liabilities,  $27.38. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880.  $400. 

Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute,  not  yet  having  received  a Government  grant.  There  is  an 
excellent  room  for  Library,  fitted  up  with  book-cases;  and  good  accommodation  for  the 
Reading  Room.  The  books  are  covered  with  paper  and  numbered  on  the  outside.  The 
directors  propose  establishing  a Museum  in  connection  with  the  Institute,  and,  as  they 
take  great  personal  interest  in  its  progress,  I have  no  doubt  it  will  prove  a great  success. 


RENFREW  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1870. 

This  Institute  has  been  closed  for  several  years.  The  former  officers  are  desirous 
that  it  should  be  re-organized,  and  promised  to  use  their  efforts  in  this  direction.  The 
books  belonging  to  this  Institute  have  been  kept  in  good  condition,  and  the  directors  were 
notified  that  if  they  obtained  the  necessary  local  contribution  they  would  be  entitled  to 
grant  for  1880.  They  have  not  yet  made  application. 


■RICHMOND  HILL  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1869. 


Number  of  Members,  57.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

$ 51 

75 

For  Books  

.$  55  14 

1!  Legislative  Grant  

50 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc 

. 31  25 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  147 

17 

II  Salaries  

. 15  00 

II  Donations  

20 

00 

H Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. 

. 2 50 

II  Other  sources 

39 

95 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 30  25 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

0 

27 

Unaccounted  for  

. 175  00 

Total 

$309 

14 

Total 

.$309  14 
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Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

Works  of  Reference  

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


97 

10 

137 

146 

177 

24 

355 

140 

38 

14 

107 

78 

82 

19 

86 

65 

160 

11 

1239 

507 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  3.  Magazines,  8.  Periodicals,  2. 

.dsseis,  $2,105.50.  Liabilities,  $125. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1870  to  1878,  $1036.92 


Remarks. 


This  Institute  has  charged  the  sum  of  $309.14  as  expenditure  in  annual  Report ; but 
only  gives  items  to  the  amount  of  $134.14,  leaving  a balance  of  $175  to  be  accounted  for. 
The  directors  had  charged  $20  as  having  been  expended  for  Sessional  Papers,  'which  were 
presented  to  the  Institute.  They  were  notified  tliat  this  could  not  be  allowed,  and  that 
they  must  expend  that  amount  in  accordance  with  the  grant  before  they  would  be  en- 
titled to  apply  for  new  grant.  There  are  about  150  volumes  of  Sessional  Papers,  Patent 
Office  Reports,  etc.,  which  I understand  have  been  charged  for  from  time  to  time. 

The  assets  are  entered  as  $2,105.50,  but  the  real  value  of  Library  and  furniture 
would  not  exceed  $1,000.  The  directors  have  entered  as  liabilities,  “ Wear  and  tear  of 
Library,  $25.” 

The  Library  is  kept  in  the  Masonic  hall.  The  books  are -kept  in  book-cases  behind 
a counter  in  a small  room.  The  Institute  has  the  use  of  a good  lecture  hall.  During  the 
year  a very  successful  exhibition  and  five  concerts  and  lectures  were  held,  from  which 
nearly  $100  profit  was  realized. 

The  directors  have  not  yet  qualified  for  grant. 


RIDGETOWN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  113.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $"07  00 

n Municipal  or  town  grant.  . 50  00 

u Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . . 6 00 

I!  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  143  02 

II  Donations  71  46 

II  Other  sources 200  00 


Total $777  48 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $178  40 

II  Evening  Classes  9 50 

II  Reading  Room 60  00 

II  Lectures,  etc 103  65 

II  Salaries 40  00 

II  Miscellaneous  326  36 

Balance  on  hand  59  57 


Total $777  48 


* See  Remarks. 


164 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

Works  of  Reference  

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

18 

4 

13 

. . 12 
11 
10 
6 

Vols.  Issued. 

4 

553 

35 

249 

4 

0 

25 

84 

0 

32 

Total 

Reading  Room. 

192 

986 

Newspapei’s,  9. 

Magazines,  7. 

Periodicals,  0. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

Subject. 

6 Drawing  (Architectural  and  Mechanical.) 


Assets,  $388.19.  Liabilities,  $180.13. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400. 


Remarks. 

I'his  is  a new  Institute.  The  directors  purchased  books  during  the  business  year 
ending  30th  April,  1880,  supposing  that  the  amount  paid  would  qualify  them  for  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  that  they  would  not  have  to  raise  any  more  money  from  local  contribu- 
tions. Under  these  circumstances  the  Minister  has  allowed  $12.5  to  be  transferred  to  the 
year  ending  30th  April,  1881,  and  they  contributed  an  additional  sum  of  $75,  entitling 
them  to  a grant  of  $400.  There  is  a Library  and  Reading  Room  over  Porter’s  block, 
in  the  best  locality  of  the  town.  The  rooms  are  well  furnished,  and  there  is  a good 
selection  of  books,  labelled  and  numbered  consecutively,  and  kept  in  glass  cases. 

The  Library  belonging  to  the  Teachers’  Association  is  also  kept  in  the  same  room, 
and  members  of  the  Institute  have  the  privilege  of  using  these  books. 

The  directors  had  seven  lectures  and  entertainments  during  the  year,  from  which 
they  realized  a protit  of  $40.  ' 


SARNIA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1874. 

Number  of  Members,  121.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.50. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

$141 

22 

For  Books 

$4.30  00 

From  Members 

147 

22 

II  Reading  Room  . 

150  00 

It  Legislative  grant 

400 

00 

II  Lectures,  etc  . . . 

8 03 

!•  Lectures,  entertainments,  etc  8 

50 

II  Salaries 

90  00 

n Donations  

79 

33 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  20  00 

II  Other  sources 

9 

75 

II  Miscellaneous  . 

25  63 

Balance  on  hand  . . . 

62  36 

Total 

$786  02 

Total 

$786  02 

Library. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


Biography 79  130 

Fiction 364  993 

History.  ...  ; 172  264 

Miscellaneous  305  127 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 35  73 

Periodical  Literature  0 0 

Science  and  Art  86  0 

Voyages  and  Travels 0 115 

Works  of  Reference 88  111 

34  0 


Total ‘ 1163  1813 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  6.  Magazines,  3.  Periodicals,  0. 


Assets,  $2,942.36.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1874  to  1880,  $2,800. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a good  Library,  well  arranged  ; the  books  are  numbered  consecu- 
tively and  kept  in  locked  book-cases. 

There  are  two  up-stairs  rooms  in  a fine  building,  on  the  principal  street,  one  room 
being  used  as  the  Library  and  Reading  Room  and  the  other  as  a Recreation  Room.  The 
latter  room  is  supplied  with  parlour  billiards,  chess,  dominoes,  chequers,  etc. 

There  were  no  Evening  Classes  last  year,  and  only  one  lecture. 


SCARBORO’  MECHANICS’  INSTITDTE. 

Incorporated  1878. 

Number  of  Members,  61.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $60  30 

II  Legislative  Gra.nt  400  00 

II  Donations  200  00  1 

II  Other  sources 1 00 

Error 7 86 


$669  16 


Expenditure  d%t,ring  the  year. 


For  Books  $586  66 

II  Reading  Room  1 00 

II  Salaries  5 30 

II  Mech.  Inst.  Association.  ...  20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 53  18 

Balance  on  hand 3 02 


$669  16 


Total 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
V oyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Referenc . . . 

Total .... 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


177 

70 

240 

630 

176 

112 

156 

112 

49 

14 

87 

84 

135 

56 

150 

126 

30 

0 

1200 

1204 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers  — Magazines,  87.  Periodicals  — 

Assets,  $1003.02.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1879,  $400. 


Remarks. 

The  following  is  my  Report  to  the  Minister  on  my  return  from  Scarboro’  ; — 

“This  is  a Township  Library.  The  secretary  notified  me  to  call  on  him  at  Malvern 
P.O.  1 drove  there  yesterday,  but  the  secretary  was  not  at  home.  I was  informed  that 
the  Institute  was  about  two  or  three  miles  distant,  and  the  treasurer  resided  at  a distance 
of  about  five  or  six  miles  in  the  opposite  direction.  I drove  to  the  treasurer’s  house  and 
elicited  the  following  information  : — 

1.  “ The  treasurer  does  not  keep  any  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  or 
invoices,  or  vouchers.  He  stated  that  the  Secretary  kept  the  account  books,  etc. 

2.  “ The  Library  is  in  a small  frame  building  that  was  erected  for  the  Township  Li- 
brary. It  is  open  to  subscribers  once  every  month  (except  in  August)  on  Saturdays,  from 
2 to  5 p.m.,  and  each  member  is  allowed  to  take  out  six  books. 

3.  “The  treasurer  did  not  know  the  name  of  the  president,  and,  after  making  en- 
quiries from  persons  in  his  house,  he  gave  me  a name  which  I afterwards  found  was 
incorrect. 

4.  “ The  treasurer  could  not  inform  me  where  the  key  of  the  building  was  kept,  but 
thought  if  I visited  a cottage  about  half  a mile  beyond  the  building,  where  the  Library  is 
kept,  I might  find  the  key  there. 

“ I do  not  think  this  can  be  recognized  under  the  Statute  as  a Mechanics’  Institute. 

“ In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  directors,  a large  number  of  books  (554)  are  entered  as 
a donation,  and  the  probability  is  that  they  have  not  expended  $600,  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  grant.  Their  receipts  from  members  are  only  about  $60. 

“ I will  send  for  treasurer’s  book  and  invoices.” 

Subsequently,  after  examining  books  and  invoices,  I further  reported  ; — • 

“ The  directors  received  $400  Government  grant  and  only  subscribed  $60,  which  was 
expended  for  working  expenses.  It  is  stated  on  affidavit,  on  which  they  were  paid  the 
■grant  of  $400,  that  they  would  expend,  or  had  expended,  $200  for  the  purpose  specified 
in  the  Statute,  but  instead  of  doing  this,  they  got  donations  of  old  books.” 

The  Minister,  after  due  consideration,  has  decided  that  this  cannot  be  recognized  as 
a Mechanics’  Institute. 
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I may  further  remark  that  the  Report,  which  is  signed  as  correct  by  the  School  In- 
spector, shows  the  number  of  books  in  Library,  at  date  of  last  report,  to  be  554 


Added  during  the  year  by  purchase 352 

Donations  of  books 554 


1460 

The  total  number  of  books,  as  classified,  is  given  as  260,  but  this  is  a clerical  error, 
for  I find  1200  volumes  entered  under  the  different  headings — there  is  still  a discrepancy 
of  260  volumes.  I find  that  the  554  books  donated  are  valued  at  $200,  but  only  352 
volumes  were  purchased  with  the  $400  Government  grant.  It  is  evident  from  this  that 
the  donation  consists  of  juvenile  books,  not  adapted  for  a Mechanics’  Institute,  as  required 
by  the  Statute. 

There  are  87  magazines,  entered  in  Report,  but  $1  only  was  expended  for  Reading 
Room. 


SCHOMBERG  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1873. 

This  Institute  has  been  closed  since  1875.  There  are  230  volumes  of  books  in 
charge  of  former  officers. 

The  following  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure  is  from  the  treasurer’s  book  : — 

1875. 


Receipts. 

f 

Expenditure. 

Balance  cash  on  hand 

Members’  subscriptions 

Legislative  grant 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

. . . .$100  00 
. ...  17  45 

200  00 

9 42 

Books  bought  in  accordance  with 

grant $218  75 

5%  paid  Mechanics’  Inst.  Assoc’n  10  00 

Binding  books,  etc 17  31 

Miscellaneous  8 56 

Balance  cash  on  hand  72  25 

$326  87 

$326  87 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  sufficient  cash  on  hand  to  purchase  books 
necessary  to  entitle  the  Institute  to  new  grant. 

The  officers  were  notified  that  if  they  re-organize  and  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Act,  the  Legislative  grant  would  be  allowed  for  this  year,  but  no  reply  has  yet 
been  received. 
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SEAFORTH  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1869. 


Number  of  Members,  225.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year 

From  Members  $ 

234 

00 

For  Books ; $ 

99 

80 

U 

Legislative  grant 

400 

00 

U 

Evening  Classes 

288 

00 

U 

Municipal  or  town  grant . . 

60 

00 

U 

Reading  Room  

140 

25 

u 

Pupils  at  Evening  Classes 

193 

50 

u 

Lectures,  etc 

22 

25 

u 

Lectures,  entertainm’ts,  etc. 

82 

92 

u 

Rent  

50 

00 

kt 

Other  sources 

41 

00 

u 

Salaries  

100 

00 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

47 

37 

u 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

20 

00 

u 

Miscellaneous 

286 

54 

Balance  to  be  expended  for  books 

51 

95 

Total $1,058 

79 

Total  $1,058 

79 

Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $51  95. 
Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art 

V oyages  and  Travels . . 
Works  of  Reference.  . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

131  ( 
389  j 
243' 

272 

0 

126  . 
275 
128 
0 


Vols.  Issued. 

3,345 


2,694 


Total 


Newspapers,  16. 


Reading  Room. 
Magazines,  11. 

Evening  Classes. 


1,564  6,039 


Reviews,  6. 


Number  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

20  Music. 

Assets,  $2,150.  Liabilities,  $47.37. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $2,800. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  had  charged  $295.70  to  Reading  Room  and  $110.30  to  books  ; there 
was  a discrepancy  of  $51.25,  which  has  since  been  expended  for  books. 

The  large  sum  of  $288  was  expended  for  Evening  Classes  ; this  was  paid  for  teaching 
the  pianoforte,  chiefly,  to  the  children  of  members.  The  fees  of  pupils  amounted  to 
$193.50.  This  sum  should  certainly  have  been  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
teacher,  but  it  seems  that  Prof.  Buckland  and  Mr.  William  Edwards  had  both  notified 
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the  directors  of  the  Institute  that  instrumental  music  might  be  taught  and  charged  the 
same  as  other  subjects.  Under  the  circumstances  the  Minister  of  Education  allowed  it  to 
pass  this  year,  but  the  directors  were  notified  that  in  future  music  will  not  be  considered 
as  one  of  the  prescribed  subjects  for  Evening  Classes. 

There  are  two  billiard  tables  in  the  Institute,  which  have  proved  to  be  a financial 
failure,  causing  considerable  trouble  with  the  directors. 

The  Institute  is  kept  in  a first  flat  over  a store  ; the  best  room  is  used  for  the  bil- 
liard room.  There  is  also  a Heading  Hoorn  and  Library.  The  books  are  well  selected,  and 
in  good  condition. 

The  directors  gave  one  concert,  and  had  one  excursion  during  the  year,  from  which 
they  realized  about  $60  profit. 


SIMCOE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1850. 

Number  of  Members,  117.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Ladies  and  Juniors,  50  cts. 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  books $406  00 

“ Evening  Classes 50  00 

“ Salaries . . 53  00 

“ Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

“ Miscellaneous  178  00 

Balance  on  hand  26  19 

Total $733  19 

Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $124. 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art 

V oyages  and  Travels 

Works  of  reference 

Total  

* Evening  Classes. 

This  was  a donation  of  $50  for  a Music  Class  held  in 

Assets,  $6,996.39.  Liabilities,  $1,234.25. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1879,  $3,200. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


No  separate  No  separate 
record  kept,  record  kept. 


j 1242 


1600 


he  building. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $ 26  19 

From  Members 57  00 

“ Legislative  grant 400  00 

“ Other  sources 250  00 


Total $733  19 
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Remarks. 

The  directors  of  this  Institute  have  recently  erected  a very  fine  building  with  spa- 
cious rooms,  for  which  they  are  still  indebted  about  $1,200.  They  receive  $200  per 
annum  for  rent  of  offices.  They  have  splendid  accommodation  for  Library,  Reading 
Room,  Evening  Classes,  etc.,  a good  Library  in  perfect  condition,  and  every  prospect  of 
making  this  a very  popular  Institution. 

They  were  allowed  $50  for  Evening  Classes  this  year,  being  a donation  of  the  Insti- 
tute for  teaching  music,  but  they  were  notified  that  this  cannot  be  allowed  for  the  future. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  they  had  expended  the  amount  required  in  accordance  with 
the  grant,  but  had  subscribed  for  the  Encyclopcedia  Britannica,  and  have  since  made 
up  the  balance  and  qualified  for  grant,  having  expended  altogether  $124  for  books,  since 
1st  May,  1880. 


SMITH’S  FALLS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1854. 

Number  of  Members,  61.  Annual  Subscription, 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during -the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

From  Members 

“ Legislative  Grant 

Balance  due  Treasurer 

$3  72 
66  00 
150  00 
22  42 

For  Books $209  64 

“ Salaries  25  00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association. . 7 50 

Total 

\ 

$242  14 

Total ..$242  14 

Library. 


Biography  

Fiction  

History  

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels  . . 
Works  of  Reference  . . 


Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

300 

275 

309 

65 

601  No  record 

298  kept. 

183 
198 
29 


2258 


1963 


* Assets,  $3000.  lAahilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1879,  $1,500. 


See  Remarks. 
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Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  Institutes  in  Ontario,  but  certainly  is  not  the  most  popular. 
On  my  arrival  at  Smith’s  Falls,  I experienced  great  difficulty  in  finding  the  Institute,  and 
was  informed  by  old  inhabitants  that  they  had  never  heard  of  any  Mechanics’  Institute 
being  established  in  the  town. 

The  Library  is  kept  in  a very  small  room  over  a store.  When  visited,  there  was  no 
door  to  the  room,  and  the  shelves  were  rough  boards,  without  even  the  edges  being 
planed. 

The  books  were  not  numbered  or  labelled,  and  were  scattered  around  the  shelves,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  find  consecutive  volumes  of  any  series  of  books  without  consid- 
erable difficulty.  The  plan  adopted  for  delivery  of  books  is  to  allow  members  to  go  up- 
stairs and  help  themselves  to  three  books  at  a time. 

The  Library  is  valued  in  assets  at  $3000.  The  books  in  Library  when  I visited  this 
Institute  were  not  worth  more  than  about  $500,  but  I am  since  informed  that  there  are 
two  additional  boxes  of  books  which  were  to  be  sent  to  be  bound. 

This  Institute  has  never  organized  Evening  Classes  or  established  a Reading  Room. 
It  had  more  members  ten  years  ago  than  it  had  at  date  of  last  Report.  There  is  no 
record  kept  of  the  subjects  of  books  issued. 

The  treasurer  was  not  at  home  when  I visited  this  place,  and  I was  unable  to  ex- 
amine vouchers,  etc.,  I therefore  requested  the  president  to  have  them  forwarded  to  me 
at  Brockville.  This  could  not  be  done,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  following  letter 
from  the  president,  which  I received  in  reply  to  my  written  application  for  treasurer’s 
books,  etc.,  etc. 

“ Smith’s  Falls, 

'•'•2nd  August,  1880. 

“ Dear  Sir, — I am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  ult.  Since  your  visit  I have 
been  looking  into  matters  connected  with  the  Mechanics’  Institute  here,  and  find  that  the 
Librarian  and  Treasurer  has  never  kept  any  separate  books.  All  moneys  received  have 
been  credited  to  a Mechanics’  Institute  account  in  his  ledger,  and  the  account  debited 
with  all  books  purchased  for  the  Library. 

“That  orders  for  books  have  been  given  in  connection  with  orders  for  his  own  book- 
store, and  these  are  all  mixed  together,  so  that  there  are  no  separate  vouchers  for  his 
purchase. 

“ The  late  president  and  the  secretary  assure  me,  however,  that  the  books  have 
invariably  been  checked  as  received,  with  the  treasurer’s  invoices,  and  the  Inspector  has 
eaeh  year  inspected  his  books  and  found  everything  correct. 

“ I called  a meeting  for  last  Saturday,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a new 
librarian,  and  endeavour  to  procure  a new  room,  put  the  Library  into  good  condition, 
issue  a new  catalogue,  and  otherwise  renovate  the  whole  concern  and  endeavour  to  create 
a new  interest  in  it. 

“ Another  meeting  takes  place  next  week,  when  we  hope  to  be  able  to  put  matters 
into  practical  effect.  I will  see  that  a separate  treasurer’s  book  is  kept,  and  that  vouchers 
are  ready  for  inspection  at -any  time,  and  the  books  and  papers  for  audit.  Matters  had 
got  into  a deplorable  condif  ion,  and  needed  a change. 

“ You  will  therefore  u iderstand  that  it  is  impossible  to  send  you  the  account  books, 
vouchers  and  papers  askf  d for,  as  there  are  none.  I have  been  connected  with  the 
Institute  for  such  a shor'..  time  myself,  that  I was  quite  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of 
affairs,  and  my  interest  in  it  only  dates  from  your  visit  here.  I trust  that  when  you 
come  again  you  will  find  everything  in  a more  business-like  shape  and  to  your  satisfaction. 

“ I remain, 

“ Yours  very  truly, 

“Dr.  S.  P.  May,  (Signed)  “Francis  J.  Frost. 

“ Supt.  Educational  Museum  and  Library.” 
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I wrote  on  6th  January,  1881,  to  enquire  whether  the  books  had  been  removed  as 
proposed.  In  reply,  the  secretary  stated  “that  the  committee  did  talk  of  changing  the 
Library  room,  but  could  not  get  any  one  who  would  take  such  care  of  it  as  they  considered 
necessary.” 

The  directors  have  since  been  notified  that  as  soon  as  they  provide  proper  accommoda- 
tion for  the  Library  and  Reading  Room,  and  the  books  are  placed  there,  the  question  of 
further  appropriation  will  be  considered,  upon  vouchers  for  last  year’s  expenditure 
being  also  provided. 


STRATFORD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1846. 

Number  of  Members,  91.  Annual  Subscription,  $2  ; now  reduced,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Alembers $150  00 

It  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

It  Municipal  or  Town  Grant  . 100  00 

II  Donations  57  50 

II  Other  sources 28  08 

Balance  due  Treasurer 175  21 


Total $910  79 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $305  64 

II  Evening  Classes 136  87 

II  Reading  Room  138  22 

II  Salaries  43  50 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous 266  56 


Total $910  79 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  ^ 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

W orks  of  Reference .• 

Total 

Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  8.  Magazines,  18. 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  issued. 


130 

235 

921 

1281 

200 

240 

300 

228 

86 

52 

400 

1420 

197 

123 

284 

150 

112 

14 

2630 

3743 

Periodicals,  6. 


Evening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils. 
18 
18 
18 


Subjects. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
English  Grammar  and  Composition. 


Assets,  $2,450.  Liabilities,  $175.21. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $3,225.80. 
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Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  charged  rent,  and  a proportion  of  salary  to  the  Evening  Classes 
and  the  Reading  Room. 

The  actual  expenditure,  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant,  is  only  $395.72, 
leaving  a balance  of  $204.28.  The  Minister  has  allowed  one-half  of  this  to  be  charged 
this  year  and  the  balance  of  $102.14  must  be  expended  before  this  Institute  will  be 
entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

The  directors  had  just  removed  the  effects  of  the  Institute  and  were  fitting  up  new 
rooms  when  I visited  Stratford.  They  have  a splendid  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Liberal  Club 
Buildings,  viz  : Library,  Reading  Room  and  Class  Rooms.  Books  are  numbered  on  the 
outside  and  are  in  good  condition  ; a large  number  have  been  re-bound. 

The  directors  take  great  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Institute,  and  now  that  they 
have  such  fine  spacious  apartments,  Teel  very  sanguine  that  the  Institute  will  be  more 
prosperous.  They  propose  extending  the  number  of  Evening  Classes. 

'They  have  now  expended  the  amount  required,  and  applied  for  new  grant. 


STRATHROY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1872. 


Number  of  Members,  139.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

. $26  47 

For  Books*  

.$450  00 

From  Members 

. 80  00 

n Reading  Room  

. 130  00 

n Legislative  Grant  

. 400  00 

II  Salaries 

. 57  00 

n Donations 

. 180  07 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . 

. 20  00 

If  Other  sources 

. no  35 

II  Miscellaneous 

. 56  05 

— 

Balance  on  hand  

. 83  84 

Total 

.$796  89 

Total 

.$796  89 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

Biography  

124 

138 

Fiction  '. 

435 

1659 

History 

228 

255 

Miscellaneous  ’ 

285 

180 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

63 

57 

Periodical  Literature 

28 

164 

Science  and  Art  

181 

76 

Voyages  and  Travels  

132 

411 

Works  of  Reference 

47 

28 

Religious  literature 

74 

54 

Natural  History  

26 

34 

Total 

1623 

3056 

See  Remarks. 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  14.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  — 

Assets,  $2,603.84.  , Liabilities, 

Total  amount  of  Grovernment  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $3,188.34. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  a small  room  for  Library,  and  a large  Reading  Room.  The  mem- 
bers are  not  allowed  in  the  Library  to  select  their  own  books.  Since  my  visit  131  books 
have  been  purchased,  one  hundred  dollars  having  been  donated  for  this  purpose.  There  is 
a discrepancy  of  281  volumes  in  the  Reports  of  1878-9,  1879-80.  There  are  1904  entered 
in  1878-9  and  only  1623  in  1879-80.  The  librarian  could  not  account  for  this  difference. 
He  informed  me  that  he  had  been  recently  appointed,  and  as  he  supposed  that  I should 
count  the  books  he  had  been  careful  to  make  a correct  entry.  Therfe  are  a large  number 
of  juvenile  books  in  the  Library.  The  Reading  Room  is  supplied  with  Patterson’s  Zoo- 
logical and  other  charts.  ^ The  directors’  meetings  are  badly  attended,  and,  although  I had 
a full  attendance  when  present,  the  officers  complain  of  a lack  of  interest  by  the  directors 
generally.  There  are  no  Evening  Classes  or  Lectures. 


STREETSVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1854. 

Number  of  Members,  61. 


Annual  subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  yea/r. 


Balance  on  hand  $331  65 

From  Members 53  54 

II  Legi.slative  Grant  400  00 

II  Other  sources 14  39 


Total $799  58 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books*  $200  00 

II  Reading  Room  9 25 

II  Lectures,  etc 48  45 

II  Salaries 25  00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  91  90 

Balance  on  hand  404  98 


Total $799  58 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Reference . . 

Total 


’Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issuei 


148 

13 

376 

3362 

191 

43 

141 

120 

45 

27 

99 

16 

267 

82 

131 

164 

27 

0 

1425 

3827 

*See  Remarks — Not  yet  entitled  to  new  grant. 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  3.  Magazines,  none.  Periodicals,  1. 


Assets,  $2,404.98.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1879,  $2,077. 


Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  early  established  Institutes,  and  has  a Library  of  over  1,400  volumes. 
The  directors  received  $400  Government  grant  last  year,  and  have  only  expended  $229.28, 
in  accordance  with  the  grant.  They  have  to  expend  an  additional  sum  of  $370.78,  be- 
fore they  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  Their  Report  shows  a balance  in  hand 
of  $404.98,  but  they  have  not  yet  reported  that  they  have  purchased  new  books,  and  com- 
plied with  the  conditions  of  the  Legislative  grant. 

This  Institute  occupies  a room  in  the  Oddfellows’  Hall ; it  is  open  twice  a week  ; the 
books  are  numbered  consecutively,  well  arranged,  and  in  good  order.  The  Library  is  fitted 
up  with  good  book-cases,  etc. 


STOHFFVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1878. 


Number  of  Members,  66.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

.$  27 

65 

For  Books 

$212  80 

From  Members 

. 51 

05 

II  Reading  Room  * 

81  28 

It  Legislative  Grant  

. 216 

76 

II  Mechanics’  Inst. 

Association  10  80 

II  Donations  

. 84 

00 

II  Miscellaneous  . 

67  98 

II  Other  sources 

. 40 

40 

Balance  on  hand  . . , 

47  00 

Total 

.$419  86 

Total 

. . .$419  86 

Library. 

Biography 

Fiction 

History  

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature  

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  

W orks  of  Reference 

Total 


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


12 

36 

51 

54 

16 

6 

54 

6 

19 


254 


12 

280 

120 

136 

16 

6 

150 

18 

16 


754 


♦ Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $35. 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  8.  Magazines,  6.  Periodicals,  none. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

10  English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

20  Mutual  Instruction. 

Assets,  $447.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1879  to  1880,  $426.76. 


Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute.  The  unexpended  balance,  in  accordance  with  grant,  and 
rent,  furniture,  etc.,  charged  by  mistake  to  Reading  Room,  amounted  to  $70.  The 
Minister  allowed  one-half,  and  the  directors  have  since  expended  $35  in  the  purchase 
of  books.  The  Institute  is  in  a medium-sized  room,  over  a store,  which  is  used  for  the 
Library  and  Reading  Room.  There  is  a fair  selection  of  books,  kept  in  a glass  case. 

The  directors  gave  three  musical  and  dramatic  entertainments  during  the  season. 


ST.  CATHARINES  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1849. 


Number  of  members,  264.  Annual  Subscription,  $2. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Exp>enditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand $301 

50 

For 

Books 

$471 

16 

From  Legislative  Grant 400 

00 

M 

Reading  Room* 

....  147 

10 

H Municipal  or  Town  Grant . . 100 

00 

It 

Rent 

....  40 

60 

Balance  on  hand 61 

01 

n 

Salaries 

. . . . 113 

18 

II 

Miscellaneous  

50 

00 

II 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association.  20 

00 

Balance  on  hand 

....  20 

47 

Total $862  51 

Total 

.'...$862  51 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 

371 

347 

Fiction 

958 

1481 

History 

448 

462 

Miscellaneous 

528 

939 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

128 

88 

Periodical  Literature 

73 

136 

Science  and  Art 

511 

337 

Voyages  and  Travels  

447 

1252 

Works  of  Reference 

60 

Total 

3524 

5042 

♦ See  Remarks. 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  4.  Magazines,  2.  Periodicals,  4. 

Assets,  $3,480.  Liabilities,  $79.76. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1871  to  1880,  $4000. 


Remarks. 

This  is  an  old  established  Institute,  but  can  only  be  considered  to  take  the  place  of 
a Circulating  Library ; there  are  no  Evening  Classes  or  Lectures. 

The  membership  is  small  in  proportion  to  tlie  population,  and  no  doubt  would  be 
quadrupled  if  the  directors  fuzmished  proper  facilities  for  the  working  classes. 

There  is  a good  Library ; the  books  are  kept  in  glass  cases.  The  Library  is  kept  in 
a large  room,  over  a store,  in  a good  locality  ; the  same  room  being  used  for  Library  and 
Reading  Room. 

There  is  a singular  discrepancy  in  the  number  of  volumes  of  books  reported,  when 
compared  with  Report  of  previous  year.  Although  the  directors  purchased  486  vols.  of 
new  books  this  year,  they  have  a less  number  of  works  of  fiction  entered  than  they 
had  the  previous  year. 


ST.  MARYS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1869. 


Number  of  Members,  147.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $64  71 

From  Members 141  50 

II  Municipal  or  Town  Grant.  . 150  00 

II  Other  sources 75  00 

Balance  due  Treasurer 180  25 


Total $611  46 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $165  35 

II  Reading  Room 71  10 

II  Rents 183  60 

II  Salaries 100  00 

II  Miscellaneous 91  41 


Total $611  46 


Library. 


Religious  Literature.  . 

Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama. 
Periodical  Literature.  . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels.  . 
Works  of  Reference.  . 


Vols.  in  Library. 
206 
302 
580 
360 
601 
120 
125 
395 
290 
124 


Vols.  Issued. 

215 
145 
2110 
420 
494 
125 

no 

405 
445 

None  allowed  out. 


Total 

12 


3103 


4469 
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Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  9.  Magazines,  7.  Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $2,960.  Liabilities,  $180.25 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1870  to  1880,  $3,609. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  did  not  qualify  for  grant  for  1879-80,  not  having  expended  sufficient 
in  the  previous  year.  The  directors  have  since  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  Leg- 
islative grant  and  received  a further  grant  of  $400  for  the  year  terminating  30th  April, 
1881.  The  Institute  occupies  a large  store,  on  the  principal  street,  close  to  the  Post  Office, 
fitted  up  as  a Library  and  Reading  Room.  There  is  a good  selection  of  Books  in  locked 
glass  cases.  A telegraph  office  is  in  the  store  and  the  operator  officiates  as  librarian,  for 
which  he  receives  a salary  of  $100  per  annum. 

The  town  subscribes  $150  per  annum  to  the  Institute,  on  conditions  that  the  public 
be  admitted  free  to  the  Reading  Room.  This  Institute  had  no  Evening  Classes  or 
Lectures  during  the  year. 


ST.  THOMAS  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Remarks. 

On  my  visit  to  St.  Thomas,  I discovered  that  the  property  of  the  Institute  had  been 
seized  and  disposed  of  for  rent.  1 interviewed  the  mayor,  who  convened  a meeting  of 
some  of  the  old  directors,  and  others  interested.  At  the  meeting,  it  was  decided  to  re- 
suscitate the  Institute,  and  I agreed  to  recommend  that  the  grant  for  this  year  be  paid,  pro- 
vided that  they  re-organized  and  raised  sufficient  funds  to  re-establish  anew  Institute. 

I subsequently  informed  them  that  the  Minister  of  Education  had  consented  that,  if 
they  re-organize  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  and  collect  a sma«|^  Library,  so  as  to  represent 
in  part  the  money  received  from  Government,  the  St.  Thomas  Mechanics’  Institute  would 
be  entitled  to  apply  for  the  Government  grant  for  this  year. 

A letter  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Cook,  secretary  - treasurer,  dated  1 1th 
December,  stating  that  officers  and  a board  of  directors  had  been  appointed,  and  that 
they  expected  to  have  fully  $500  expended,  or  provided,  by  next  May. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter,  just  received  from  the  secretary,  will  show 
present  standing  : — 

“We  have  collected  to  date  $282  from  members,  and  have  $200  more  subscribed, 
with  new  members  coming  in  as  fast  as  ever.  The  probabilities  are,  that  we  shall  raise  at 
least  $600  from  local  sources.  We  have  received  an  old  library  belonging  to  the  town, 
containing  269  volumes  of  chiefly  standard  works  on  history  and  science.  We  have  taken 
the  entire  upper  flat  of  the  Imperial  Bank  buildings,  at  the  merely  nominal  rental  of  $70 
per  annum.  One  room  for  Library  and  Beading  Room  is  30x35,  well  heated  and  lighted. 
We  have  authorized  a committee  to  expend  $100  for  books,  and  have  stocked  our  Read- 
ing Room  with  about  $125  worth  of  the  best  magazines  and  leading  papers  and  reviews. 
We  have  organized  classes  in  the  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  5th  groups  prescribed.” 
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ST.  GEORGE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  87.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.50. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  fS'OO  00 

From  Members 114  81 

n Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  70  50 

n Donations  30  00 


Total $515  31 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books*  $250  92 

II  Beading  Boom  29  75 

II  Lectures,  etc 25  55 

II  Salaries  12  00 

II  Miscellaneous 137  31 

Balance  on  hand  59  78 


Total $515  31 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels 
W orks  of  Reference . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

19 

146 

66 

1 

14 

12 

75 

21 

3 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  separate 
record  kept. 


Total 


357  558 


Beading  Boom. 

Newspapers,  4.  Magazines,  7.  Periodicals,  1. 

Assets,  $428.67.  Liabilities,  $308.00. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400.00. 


Remarks. 

This  is  a new  Institute.  The  directors  expended  over  $250  for  books  this  year, 
having  been  informed  by  the  president  of  the  Mechanics’  Institute  Association  that  the 
grant  for  1880-81  would  be  allowed  on  books  purchased  in  1879-80.  The  Minister  gave 
this  a favourable  consideration,  and  has  given  instructions  that  $100  of  the  amount  ex- 
pended for  books  this  year  be  transferred  to  the  accounts  of  next  year. 

The  Institute  occupies  a large  hall  for  Library  and  Beading  Room,  and  has  an  excel- 
lent selection  of  books  in  good  order.  There  were  one  lecture  and  one  concert  during 
the  year,  from  which  the  directors  realized  a profit  of  $45. 

The  directors  have  made  a good  commencement  with  a subscription  list  of  $114.81 
from  members,  the  nucleus  of  a good  Library,  excellent  accommodation,  and  small  ex- 
penses. If  they  organize  Evening  Classes,  as  proposed,  there  is  every  probability  that 
this  will  become  a popular  and  well  patronized  Institute. 


* See  Remarks. 
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THOKOLD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1868. 


Number  of  Members,  104.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  $378  48 

From  Members 96  00 

!i  Legislative  Grant  400  00 

II  Lectures,  Entertainments, etc  202  31 

II  Other  sources 66  06 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

For  Books $463  30 

II  Reading  Room* 150  00 

II  Lectures,  etc 106  78 

II  Rent  33  00 

II  Salaries  32  00 

II  Mechanics’ Inst.  Association . . 20  00 

II  Miscellaneous  25  38 

Balance  on  hand  312  39 

Total  $1142  85 

Total  $1142  85 

Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  .... 
Vojmges  and  Travels 
Works  of  reference  . . 


Vols.  in  Library. 

215 

664 

352 

371 

62 

161 

261 

889 

41 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  separate 

I 

record  kept. 


Total 


3016  6588 


Reading  Room. 

Newspapers,  9.  Magazines,  10.  Periodicals,  1. 

Assets,  .$5100.  Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institution  from  1869  to  1880,  $400.00. 

Remarks. 

This  Institute  charged  part  of  the  general  expenses  to  Reading  Room,  but  more 
was  expended  in  accordance  with  the  grant  than  was  required  last  year.  This  together 
with  the  amount  properly  expended  this  year,  reduces  the  sum  charged  to  Reading  Room 
to  about  the  proper  amount. 

There  is  a first  class  Library,  of  over  3000  volumes,  in  good  working  condition.  The 
Reading  Room  is  adjacent  to  the  Library.  The  directors  realized  about  $30,  profit  from 
an  excursion  and  $67,  from  a festival  during  the  year.  The  financial  position  is  better 
than  that  of  any  other  Institute  of  the  same  size  in  Ontario  ; the  balance  of  cash  on  hand 
has  been  from  $300  to  $500  every  year  since  1875. 


* See  Kemarks. 
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THUNDER  BAY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1876. 

This  Institute  received  a grant  of  $400  last  year,  but  only  expended  $295.88,  in 
accordance  with  conditions  of  gi'ant.  The  last  Report  shows  a balance  of  $359.67  cash  on 
hand. 

I have  written  to  the  different  officers  asking  for  Report  for  this  year,  but  have 
received  no  reply.  I am  therefore  unable  to  show  the  present  standing. 

The  Institute  had  a Reading  Room  last  year,  but  there  were  no  Evening  Classes. 


TORONTO  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Established  1831,  Incorporated  1847. 

Number  of  Members,  1,050.  Annual  Subscription,  $3. 

Ladies,  youths,  members  of  Press,  and  N.  R.  R.,  $2.50  each. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

f 

Balance  on  hand 

$1,214 

83 

For  books 

. $ 353 

01 

From  Members  

2,485 

27 

U 

Evening  Classes  

675 

71 

(( 

Legislative  grant 

400 

00 

(( 

Reading  Room 

100 

00 

Pupils  at  Evening  Classes 

678 

46 

U 

Lectures,  etc 

124 

83 

(( 

Lectures,  entertainments. 

u 

Salaries 

. 1,596 

00 

etc 

157 

25 

u 

Mech.  Inst.  Association 

20 

00 

ii 

Donations  in  money.  . . . 

100 

00 

u 

Miscellaneous  

. 19,116 

48 

U 

Other  sources 

17,781 

30 

Balance  on  hand 

831 

13 

Total 

$22,817 

11 

Total 

.$22,817 

11 

Library. 


Biography  

Fiction  

History  

Miscellaneous 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature . . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyages  and  Travels. . 
Works  of  Reference  . . 
Religious  


Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


704 

546 

3,456 

26,596 

741 

746 

628 

659 

214 

247 

1,501 

2,388 

559 

521 

704 

1,068 

1,313 

78 

233 

137 

Total 


10,053 


32,986 
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Newspapers, 

Reading  Room. 
66.  Magazines,  36. 

No.  of  Pupils. 

Evening  Classes. 

Subjects. 

34 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

63 

Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

13 

Drawing,  Architectural  and  Meehan 

15 

Drawing,  Ornamental. 

57 

English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

12 

French. 

7 

German. 

16 

Phonography. 

Reviews,  9. 


Assets,  $53,279.99.  Liabilities,  $20,518. 

Total  amount  of  Goverment  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $4,600. 


, Remarks. 

As  stated  in  special  Report,  this  is  one  of  the  oldest  Institutes  in  Canada.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  financial  matters.  The  assets  are  valued  at  over  $70,000, 
and  its  receipts  last  year  were  over  $20,000. 

There  are  separate  Reading  Rooms  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  an  excellent  Library, 
Board  Room,  Class  Rooms,  etc.,  and  the  large  hall,  formerly  a music  hall,  is  fitted  up  as  a 
billiard  room,  with  eleven  billiard  tables,  chess  tables,  etc. 

This  Institute  has  done  noble  work.  It  has  been  fortunate  in  always  securing  ex- 
cellent managing  directors,  and  the  executive  officer  thoroughly  understands  the  working 
of  such  a large  institution. 

Several  gentlemen  now  in  prominent  positions  were  formerly  students  in  the  Even- 
ing Classes  connected  with  this  Institute,  and  only  a few  weeks  ago  a bank  manager  told 
me  he  owed  his  present  position  to  having  been  a student  at  the  Toronto  Mechanics’^ 
Institute  Evening  Classes.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Institute  will  continue  this  good 
work.  I am  informed  that  the  classes  are  being  discontinued  this  year,  because  the  Pub- 
lic School  Board  is  providing  night  classes  for  teaching  elementary  subjects.  This 
should  be  a greater  inducement  for  the  directors  to  persevere  and  establish  classes  for 
technical  education.  Evening  Classes  have  for  many  years  been  successful  in  connection 
with  this  Institute,  and  it  will  cause  great  regret  and  be  a loss  to  the  city,  if  the  directors 
allow  it,  while  in  the  height  of  prosperity,  to  become  a mere  circulating  Library  for  the 
dissemination  of  works  of  fiction,  and  a place  of  amusement  for  young  men. 


TILSONBURG  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1880. 

After  my  return  from  Tilsonburg  I submitted  the  following  report  to  the  Minister, 
and  it  has  his  approval : — 

“ This  is  a new  Institute,  and  the  directors  seem  anxious  to  work  this  winter. 
They  have  complied  with  the  Statute,  but  cannot  apply  for  grant  until  after  30th  April, 
1881. 

“ Recommended,  that  all  moneys  expended  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
Legislative  grant,  after  1st  January,  1881,  shall  be  applied  as  local  contributions,  for  the 
business  year  commencing  1st  May,  1881.  This  will  enable  the  members  to  use  the 
books  purchased  during  the  ensuing  winter.  The  board  of  directors  is  very  desirous 
of  commencing  operations,  and  to  establish  this  as  a first-class  Institute. 
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UXBEIDGE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Originally  Established,  1859 ; Incorporated,  1873. 

Number  of  Members,  174.  Annual  Subscription,  $1  per  annum 

for  one  book  per  week  ; up  to 
five  books,  $5. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members  

$235 

50 

For  Books  

$472  59 

“ Legislative  Grant  

400 

00 

“ Evening  Classes 

122  60 

“ Pupils  at  Evening  Classes.. 

122 

60 

“ Lectures,  etc 

7 00 

“ Lectures,  Entertainments, 

“ Eent 

75  00 

etc 

78 

75 

“ Salaries  

48  00 

“ Other  sources  

72 

95 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

20  00 

‘ ‘ Micellaneous  

55  05 

Balance  on  hand 

109  56 

Total 

$909  80 

Total 

$909  80 

Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880. . . . $100. 


Libeaky. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature 
Science  and  Art  . . . . 
Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Eeference . . 

Total  .... 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

291 

1248 

570 

3867 

308 

1196 

281 

1040 

31 

184 

18 

287 

256 

988 

551 

1716 

17 

53 

2323 

10579 

Newspapers — 


Eeading  Eoom. 

Magazines,  5 Periodicals — . 


Evening  Classes. 


No.  of  Pupils. 

17 

17 

17 

91 

6 


Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 
English  Grammar  and  Composition. 
Music. 

French. 


Assets,  $3,237  61. 


Liabilities,  None. 


Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1873  to  1880,  $3,000. 
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Remaeks. 

The  directors  of  this  Institute  had  charged  $472.59  as  expenditure  for  books 
bought  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant ; the  proper  amount  should  be 
only  $285.41,  as  they  had  included  $100  for  works  of  fiction  and  $87.18  for  binding, 
the  Minister  agreed  that  if  they  make  a further  expenditure  of  $100  for  books,  etc., 
they  would  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant.  This  has  been  complied  with  and  a 
grant  of  $400  paid. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  receipts  from  Evening  Classes  are  equal  to  the  expendi- 
ture, yet  the  whole  expenditure  is  included  in  the  $600  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  grant.  The  receipts  from  the  classes  are  used  for  general  purposes.  I doubt  the 
propriety  of  this  being  allowed,  but  as  it  has  been  customary  it  has  been  passed  this 
time. 

The  directors  have  just  converted  two  stores  into  one  large  room  for  the  Reading 
Room  and  Library.  The  Library  will  be  partitioned  off  from  the  Reading  Room,  as 
members  are  not  allowed  to  remove  the  books  from  the  shelves.  The  book  shelves 
have  divisions  for  every  book,  and  the  numbers  are  painted  on  both  the  shelves  and 
books.  The  Institute  had  one  excursion  and  one  entertainment  during  the  season  and 
realized  over  $70  profit. 


VITTORIA  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1850. 

This  Institute  has  been  virtually  closed  for  several  years.  The  last  meeting  for 
appointment  of  officers  was  held  in  1873.  In  1874  and  1875  the  sum  of  $4  was  sub- 
scribed. In  1876  a meeting  was  convened  and  $3.50  subscribed,  since  that  time  there 
have  been  no  regular  members.  During  1879,  only  eight  persons  borrowed  books  from 
the  Library. 

This  Institute  is  said  to  have  been  prosperous  until  the  books  were  removed  into 
the  town  hall,  in  1873,  as  from  that  time  there  was  no  custodian  of  the  books,  mem- 
bers were  allowed  to  take  the  key  of  the  book-case  and  help  themselves.  There  are  about 
200  volumes  of  miscellaneous  books  in  a press,  in  the  vestibule  of  the  town  hall.  The 
key  is  left  on  a ledge  of  the  door,  and  any  person  entering  the  hall  could  easily  remove 
the  books. 

The  Inspector  has  been  sending  in  his  Report  and  getting  $10  per  annum  for  in- 
specting this  Institute,  although,  as  I am  informed,  he  has  not  even  seen  the  few  books 
belonging  to  the  Library  for  three  years. 

The  last  president  has  been  notified  that  unless  proper  accommodation  be  provided 
and  a Report  sent  to  the  Education  Department,  showing  number  of  members,  receipts, 
expenditure,  etc.,  it  cannot  be  any  longer  considered  as  a Mechanics’  Institute,  and  will 
in  future  be  debarred  from  receiving  the  Government  grant. 


WALKERTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1875. 

This  Institute  has  not  reported  since  1878.  It  received  a grant  of  $400  in  1877- 
The  Report  for  1878  shows  a cash  balance  of  $170.32. 

The  following  accounts  of  expenditure  is  taken  from  the  treasurer’s  book  ; 

1877. — Expended  in  accordance  with  conditions  of  grant. . $ 48  24 


1878.  “ “ “ “ ■ . 245  24 

1879.  “ “ “ “ • ■ 70  50 


$363  98 

Amount  yet  to  be  expended 236  02 


$600  00 
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This  Institute  should  have  expended  $600  in  1877,  but  only  expended  $48.24 
The  librarian  reports  that  there  are  50  members  at  $1  per  annum.  The  directors  pay 
$36  per  annum  for  rent  and  allowance.  The  books  are  kept  in  a room  behind  a 
jeweller’s  store.  About  one-half  of  the  books  are  fiction,  and  no  other  books  are  called 
for. 

The  directors  established  a Eeading  Room  in  1876,  but  St  was  a failure,  sometimes 
a whole  week  would  elapse  without  a single  reader  putting  in  an  appearance. 

I failed  to  get  a meeting  of  directors  in  this  place. 


WARDSVILLE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1876. 

Number  of  members,  47.  Annual  Subscription, 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

From  Members 

$30  00 

For  Books 

. . . . $259  25 

“ Legislative  Grant 

200  00 

Reading  Room 

31  00 

“ Lectures, Entertainments, etc  68  95 

( ( 

Lectures,  etc 

13  75 

“ Donations  in  money 

28  68 

Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  10  00 

ii 

Miscellaneous 

11  13 

Balance  on  hand 

2 50 

Total 

$327  63 

$327  63 

Expended  since 

1st  May,  1880 

.$24.  (See  Remarks.) 

Library. 

Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 

113 

62 

Fiction  

69 

156 

History 

147 

112 

Miscellaneous  

428 

419 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

48 

46 

Periodical  Literature 

0 

0 

Science  and  Art 

150 

47 

Voyage  and  Travels 

107 

184 

Works  of  Reference 

28 

0 

Total 

• 1,090 

1,026 

Assets,  $1,183.01. 

Liabilities,  None. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1877  to  1880,  $1,000. 

Remarks. 

The  Institute  charged  for  Reading  Room,  hut  there  are  no  periodicals  or  news- 
papers. The  books  are  kept  on  one  side  of  a store.  The  directors  pay  $12  per  annum 
for  rent  and  attendance. 

The  directors  have  expounded  $24  for  books  since  my  visit  and  applied  for  new  grant. 
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WATEEDOWN  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1873. 


Number  of  Members,  16. 

Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand  

From  Members 

“ Legislative  Grant 

“ Donations  

$35  24 
. 14  00 

. 80  00 
4 22 

For  Books $23  72 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  4 00 

“ Miscefianeous 38  85 

Balance  on  hand 66  89 

Total 

$133  46 

Total $133  46 

Libbary. 


Vols.  in  Library. 


Biography 0 

Fiction  65 

History 360 

Miscellaneous  306 

Poetry  and  the  Drama  100 

Periodical  Literature  104 

Science  and  Art  114 

Voyages  and  Travels  255 

Works  of  Eeference 0 


Vols.  Issued. 


No  record 
kept. 


Total 


1304 


Assets,  1566.89. 


Liabilities,  None. 


Total  amount  of  Government  Grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1872  to  1879,  $370. 


Remarks. 

This  Institute  has  only  fourteen  members,  and  applied  for  grant  of  $80.  The 
directors  have  not  yet  qualified  for  further  Government  aid,  having  only  expended 
$27.72  (in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant).  They  have  to  expend  a further 
sum  of  $92.28  before  they  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

The  Library  is  in  a small  back  room  in  the  town  hall,  rent  free.  There  are  a 
large  number  of  old  books,  reviews,  magazines,  etc. ; the  directors,  however,  should  pur- 
chase a good  supply  of  new  publications  in  order  to  make  the  Institute  more  popular. 


* 
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WATERLOO  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1875. 

Number  of  Members,  113,  Annual  Subscription,  $ . . 


Receipts  during  the  year. 

Expenditures  during  the  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

$ 18  74 

For  Books 

$345  50 

From  Members 

111  00 

“ Evening  Classes 

92  75 

“ Legislative  grant 

300  00 

“ Salaries 

40  00 

“ Pupils  at  Evening  Classes . . 

87  75 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association 

15  00 

“ Lectures, Entertainments, etc 

8 25 

“ Miscellaneous 

52  00 

“ Donations 

38  47 

Balance  in  hand 

18  96 

$564  21 

Total 

$564  21 

Expended  for  books  since  1st  May,  1880,  $13. 


Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 

Biography 118  76 

Fiction 318  1,256 

History 132  105 

Miscellaneous 619  636 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 104  78 

Periodical  Literature 141  527 

Science  and  Art 110  72 

Yoyayes  and  Travels 76  140 

Works  of  Reference 26  4 


Total 1,644  2,894 

I Evening  Classes. 

No  of  Pupils.  Subjects. 

31  Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 

31  Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

Assets,  $1,972.70.  - Liabilities,  None. 


Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1876  to  1880,  $1,700. 


Remarks. 

The  directors  had  charged  $13  for  Sessional  papers  that  were  presented  to  the 
Institute.  This  could  not  be  allowed,  and  they  have  since  expended  that  sum  in  the 
purchase  of  German  books. 

This  Institute  has  received  nearly  as  much  for  pupils  of  Evening  Classes  as  was 
paid  for  conducting  them. 

The  Library  is  k.ept  in  a large  room  in  the  town  hall,  rent  free.  There  is  an  ex- 
cellent selection  of  books,  of  which  about  one-third  are  German,  but  the  books  are  not 
numbered  on  the  back. 

There  was  a very  successful  class  in  Arithmetic  and  Mathematics,  Book-keeping,  etc. 

This  Institute  gave  one  literary  and  two  musical  entertainments,  from  which  was 
realized  about  $8  profit. 
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WELLAND  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 


Incorporated  1875. 


Number  of  Members,  142. 


Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members $79  00 

“ Legislative  Grants 100  00 

“ Lectures,  entertainments,  &c.  63  14 

Balance  due  Treasurer 5 05 


Total $247  19 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books  $150  00 

“ Lectures,  etc 3 04 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  5 00 

“ Miscellaneous  36  45 

Balance  on  hand 52  70 


Total $247  19 


Library. 


Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  , 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels 
Works  of  Eeference  . 

Total 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

100 

75 

238 

200 

120 

100 

200 

190 

20 

15 

0 

0 

153 

75 

54 

40 

5 

0 

890 

695 

Assets,  $828.40.  Liabilities,  $11. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1876  to  1880,  $500. 


Eemarks. 

The  Library  of  this  Institute  is  kept  in  a small  room  behind  a drug  store.  There 
is  a fair  selection  of  books,  but  they  are  not  numbered  on  the  outside.  There  is  no 
Eeading  Eoom,  or  Evening  Classes.  The  directors  realized  about  $60  from  lectures  and 
entertainments  during  the  year. 
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WHITBY  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1849. 

Number  of  Members,  109.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  band $387  43 

From  Members  97  60 

“ Lectures,  Entertainments, 

etc 94  00 

“ Other  sources  41  40 


Total $620  33 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books* $78  78 

Evening  Classes 182  75 

“ Bent 48  00 

“ Salaries  52  00 

“ Miscellaneous 62  65 

Balance  on  hand 196  25 


Total $620  33 


Library. 


Biography . . . . 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Reference. . , 

' Total 


Vols.  in  Library. 

89 

458 

181 

38 

8 

242 

171 

193 

27 


1407 


Vols.  Issued. 

59 

2132 

113 

80 

9 

446 

249 

306 

0 


3394 


No.  of  Pupils. 
12 
14 
10 
22 


Evening  Classes. 

Subject. 

Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 
Book-keeping  and  Penmanship. 

English  Grammar  and  Composition. 
Drawing,  Architectural  and  Mechanical. 


Assets,  $2,346.25.  Liabilities,  None. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1868  to  1880,  $1,800.26. 


Remarks. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  Institutes  in  Ontario.  The  directors  formerly  possessed  a 
good  building,  but  it  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  a few  years  ago,  and  although 
they  still  own  the  site,  they  have  not  been  able  to  erect  another  building. 


* Expended  for  books  since  1st  1880,  $100. 
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This  Institute  did  not  receive  any  grant  for  this  year,  1879-80,  not  having  qualified 
for  the  previous  year,  and  the  report  still  shows  a balance  against  it.  Since  my  visit 
the  directors  have  expended  $100  for  books  and  have  applied  for  new  grant. 

They  have  a good  room  over  a store  on  the  front  street,  and  the  use  of  a large  hall. 
The  Library  is  in  good  condition,  but  there  is  an  excess  of  fiction. 

There  were  Evening  Classes  during  the  past  winter,  which  were  very  successful. 


WINGHAM  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1876. 

Number  of  Members,  97.  Annual  Subscription,  $1 ; Apprentices  50c. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand  $296  86 

From  Members 79  75 

“ Lectures,  entertainments,  &c.  109  70 

“ Donations  in  money 25  00 

“ Other  sources 41  27 


Total  $552  58 


For  Books  $176  34 

“ Beading  Boom 67  29 

“ Lectures,  &c 63  60 

“ Bent 60  00 

“ Salaries  85  89 

“ Miscellaneous 43  42 

Balance  on  hand 56  04 


Total $552  58 


Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Deference. . . 

Total  .... 


Newspapers,  10. 


Libeary. 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

137 

18 

95 

519 

106 

97 

101 

124 

44 

22 

32 

27 

113 

53 

86 

257 

29 

6 

743 

1123 

Beading  Booms. 

Magazines,  5.  Beviews,  4. 


Assets,  $905.48.  Liabilities,  None. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grants  paid  to  the  Institute  from  1877  to  1878,  $800. 
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Eemarks. 

This  Institute  received  a grant  of  $400  in  1878  and  only  expended  $32.70  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  grant,  the  following  year  $243.63  was  expended,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $323.67  yet  to  be  expended. 

On  examining  the  treasurer’s  book,  I found  that  a considerable  sum  had  been  ex- 
pended for  Beading  Boom  dui'ing  the  past  three  years,  which  is  not  charged  in  the 
reports.  Under  the  circumstances  I recommended  to  the  Minister  of  Education  that  as 
soon  as  the  directors  expend  a further  sum  of  $150  they  shall  be  entitled  to  apply  for 
new  grant,  the  Minister  consented  and  they  have  agreed  to  expend  this  amount.  The 
Institute  occupies  two  good  rooms. 

The  books  are  covered  and  well  kept,  the  shelves  are  numbered  and  everything  in 
first-class  order. 

There  were  three  concerts  during  the  year  from  which  was  realized  $44  profit. 

The  amount  charged  to  salary  exceeds  members’  subscriptions ; in  addition  the 
directors  have  to  pay  $60  rent. 


WIABTON  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1880. 

This  Institute  has  not  received  any  Legislative  grant.  It  has  95  members,  who 
pay  an  annual  subscription  of  $1.  There  are  only  38  books  in  the  Library,  but  the  direc- 
tors intend  purchasing  books  with  the  balance  of  cash  on  hand  amounting  to  $166.72. 

There  is  a Beading  Boom  in  connection  with  the  Institute,  under  the  management 
of  the  ladies  of  a Library  Association  and  paid  for  out  of  funds  raised  by  them. 

The  directors  pay  $2  per  month  rent,  and  $2  per  month  for  librarian  of  the  In- 
stitute. 


WOODBBIDGE  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 
Incorporated  1877. 


Number  of  Members,  65.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Apprentices,  50  cts.  Ladies,  50  cts. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $77  65 

From  Members 57  50 

“ Legislative  grant 170  50 

“ Pupils  at  Evening  Classes  . 18  00 

“ Lectures,  Entertainments,  etc  1 50 

“ Donations  in  money 12  73 

“ Other  sources 20  15 


Total $358  03 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $157  73 

“ Evening  Classes 27  00 

“ Beading  Boom* 62  50 

“ Lectures,  etc 2 30 

Salaries 10  00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  8 52 

Miscellaneous 20  25 

“ Balance  on  hand 61  73 


Total $358  03 


See  Remarks. 
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Library. 

Vols.  in  Library.  Vols.  Issued. 


No  record  kept. 


Total 319  last  report. 

Evening  Classes. 

No.  of  Pupils.  Subject. 

18  Aritlimetic  and  Mathematics. 

18  English  Grammar  and  Composition. 


Assets,  $731.84.  Liabilities,  $51.50. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1878  to  1879,  $465.42. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art 

Voyage  and  Travels  .. . 
Works  of  Reference . . . 


Remarks. 

The  directors  of  this  Institute  had  charged  $62.50  for  Reading  Room,  and  applied 
the  amount  to  pay  an  instalment  on  a building  lot.  They  have  to  expend  $69.70  before 
they  will  be  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant. 

The  books  are  kept  in  two  presses  in  the  Orange  Hall.  The  books  are  delivered 
once  a week.  There  is  no  written  record  of  books  in  the  Library,  or  the  number 
issued,  and  the  treasurer  does  not  keep  proper  account  books. 


WOODSTOCK  MECHANICS’  INSITUTE. 


Incorporated  1835. 

Number  of  Members,  256.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.50  for  Library. 

50  cts.  for  Reading  Room. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


Balance  on  hand $10  40 

Prom  members 440  00 

“ Legislative  grant 400  00 

“ Lectures, Entertainments,etc  110  10 

“ Donations  in  money 45  00 

“ Other  sources 5 46 

Total $1010  96 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books $431  10 

“ Reading  Room* 150  00 

“ Lectures,  etc 65  00 

“ Salaries 144  00 

“ Mechanics’  Inst.  Association  20'  00 

“ Miscellaneous.  166  85 

Balance  on  hand 34  01 


Total $1010  96 


* $75  expended  since  1st  May,  1880,  for  book.s. 
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Library. 


Biography 

Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

Periodical  Literature 

Science  and  Art 

Voyage  and  Travel 

Works  of  Reference 

V ols.  in  Library. 
228 
978 
333 
381) 

74  [ 

72 

311 

252 

50 

Vols.  Issued. 

318 

7,764 

348 

1,524 

8,664 

332 

660 

0 

Total 

Reading  Room. 

2,679 

19,610 

Newspapers,  4. 

Magazines,  24. 

Reviews,  2. 

Assets,  $1540.  Liabilities,  None. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grants  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1869  to  1880,  $4,350. 


Eemarks. 

This  Institute  had  charged  $150  for  the  rent  of  Beading  Room,  and  included  the 
periodicals  and  newspapers  in  the  amount  paid  for  books.  The  directors  had  to  expend 
$75  before  they  were  entitled  to  apply  for  new  grant ; this  has  been  done,  and  the  claim 
certified  for  payment. 

The  Institute  occupies  a large  store  for  Library,  and  has  a small  room  for  Beading 
Boom.  There  is  a large  number  of  hooks,  with  excess  of  fiction.  The  hooks  are  not 
numbered  on  the  hacks,  and  it  would  be  difficult  for  a new  librarian  to  find  any  re- 
quired hook.  The  Library  is  open  every  day  from  half-past  one  o’clock  until  half- 
past  four  o’clock. 


WROXETER  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incoiqiorated  1872. 

Number  of  Members,  74.  Annual  Subscription,  $1.20. 

Juniors,  60c. 


Recei^As  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  during  year. 

Balance  on  hand 

From  Members 

Balance  due  Treasurer  

$60  61 
20  07 
0 72 

For  Books  

“ Miscellaneous .... 

$63  00 
18  80 

Total  

$81  30 

Total  

$81  30 

13 
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Library. 


Vols.  in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

Biography  

80 

31 

Fiction  

76 

155 

History  

222 

89 

Miscellaneous 

185 

86 

Poetry  and  the  Drama 

23 

11 

Periodical  Literature 

51 

52 

Science  and  Art 

101 

31 

Voyages  and  Travels 

54 

35 

Works  of  Eeference  

0 

0 

Total  

792 

490 

Assets,  $926.00.  . Liabilities,  None. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  from  1875  to  1880,  $721.38. 


Eemarks. 

This  Institute  did  not  receive  a grant  for  this  year,  but  has  since  qualified  and 
received  grant  for  1880-81. 

There  is  a fair  collection  of  books,  kept  in  a store  on  the  front  street,  open  every 
day  ; rent  $12  per  annum.  The  report  shows  a membership  of  74,  but  only  $20.07 
was  paid  as  subscriptions.  There  is  no  Beading  Boom,  Evening  Classes,  or  lectures. 


WATFOBD  MECHANICS’  INSTITUTE. 

Incorporated  1879. 

Number  of  Members,  114.  Annual  Subscription,  $1. 

Ladies,  50c. 


Receipts  during  the  year. 


From  Members  $116  00 

“ Donations 105  00 

Total $221  00 


Expenditure  during  the  year. 


For  Books  * $106  40 

“ Beading  Boom  100  00 

“ Miscellaneous  3 15 

Balance  on  hand 11  45 


Total $221  00 


*See  Remarks. 
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Biography 

Fiction  

History 

Miscellaneous  

Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Periodical  Literature  . 

Science  and  Art  

Voyages  and  Travels  . 
Works  of  Eeference.  . . 

Total  , . 


Library. 


in  Library. 

Vols.  Issued. 

6 

0 

51 

50 

8 

9 

34 

19 

12 

3 

23 

3 

6 

0 

2 

2 

11 

0 

153 

86 

Eeauing  Eoom. 

Newspapers,  6.  Magazines,  4.  Periodicals,  3. 

Assets,  $249.85.  Liabilities,  $20. 

Total  amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  this  Institute  in  1880,  $400. 


Eemarks.  ^ 

This  is  a new  Institute,  occupying  a good  suite  of  rooms  over  a stoii~TA\  the  prin- 
cipal street,  consisting  of  hhrary,  reading  room  and  chess  room.  Thei^j-^ire  several 
small  manufactories  in  the  village,  and  it  is  a good  agricultural  district.  Tl*fe  directors 
propose  organizing  evening  classes  this  winter,  which  are  likely  to  be  exceedingly  popular 
and  well  attended.  In  addition  to  the  amount  shown  in  the  report  as  expended  for 
books,  they  have  purchased  $100  worth  of  books  to  be  charged  in  the  accounts  of  next 
year. 

The  membership  is  114,  the  subscription  list  $116,  and  after  complying  with  the 
Statute  the  Institute  had  a balance  on  hand  of  over  $100. 


Abstract  Table  A — Showing  the  Amounts  of  Government  Grants  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  from  1868  to  1880. 
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Table  E — Amount  of  Government  grant  paid  to  Mechanics’  Institutes  for  the  year 

terminating  1st  May,  1881. 


Ailsa  Craig  

$200 

00 

Niagara 

$200 

00 

Arkona  

400 

00 

Niagara  Falls  

400 

00 

Aylmer 

300 

00 

N orwich 

100 

00 

Barrie  

400 

00 

Norwood  

100 

00 

Belleville  

400 

00 

Orillia  

400 

00 

Blyth 

........  100 

00 

Oakville  

270 

00 

Bowman  ville 

300 

00 

Paisley  

100 

00 

Bradford  

400 

00 

Paris 

400 

00 

Brantford 

400 

00 

Parkhill 

260 

00 

Brussels 

100 

00 

Petrolia 

400 

00 

Brockville 

400 

00 

Peterborough  

400 

00 

Chatham  

400 

00 

Prescott 

200 

00 

Claude  

80 

00 

Preston 

400 

00 

Clinton 

400 

00 

Point  Edward  

400 

00 

Collingwood 

150 

00 

Ridgetown  

400 

00 

Dundas 

400 

00 

Sarnia  

400 

00 

Durham 

120 

00 

Seaforth . 

400 

00 

Elora 

400 

00 

Simcoe  

400 

00 

Ennotville 

80 

00 

Stratford  

400 

00 

Goderich  

400 

00 

Stfathroy  

400 

00 

Galt  

400 

00 

Stouffville 

210 

00 

Grimsby  

140 

00 

St.  Catharines  

400 

00 

Guelph  

400 

00 

St.  Mary’s 

400 

00 

Garden  Island  

400 

00 

St.  Thomas  

400 

00 

Hamilton  

400 

00 

St.  George 

400 

00 

Harriston 

100 

00 

Thorold 

400 

00 

Hespeler  

200 

00 

Toronto  

400 

00 

Ingersoll  

400 

00 

Uxbridge  

400 

00 

Kingston  

400 

00 

Wardsville 

200 

00 

London  

400 

00 

Waterloo  

200 

00 

Lindsay  

400 

00 

Welland 

100 

00 

Markham 

100 

00 

Whitby 

100 

00 

Meaford 

150 

00 

Woodstock  

400 

00 

Milton  

200 

00 

M’roxeter  

170 

00 

Mitchell 

400 

00 

Watford 

400 

00 

Mount  Forest  

400 

00 

Kapanee  

400 

00 

Total,  72  Institutes, 

$22,030 

00 

4 


t 


